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Regional Board of Superintendents' Meeting 
Northern Rhode Island Collaborative 

640 George Washington Highway, Suite 200 
Lincoln, RI 02865 

 

Minutes 

 
A regular meeting of the Regional Board of Superintendents was held at 640 George Washington 
Highway, Suite 200, Lincoln, RI, on Tuesday, September 9, 2014.     
  
The following Board members were in attendance:  Dr. Barnes, Ms. DiCenso, Ms. Dubois, Ms. 
Fortunato, Dr. Gallo, Mr. O’Brien, Dr. Pallotta, Ms. Smith, and Dr. Thornton as well as Joseph 
M. Nasif, Jr., Executive Director, and Craig Enos, Director of Administration.   Guest:   Attorney 
Benjamin Scungio. 
 
I.   Opening of Meeting: 

Chair, Georgia Fortunato, called the meeting to order at 8:00 am with a motion by Mr. 
O’Brien, seconded by Dr. Pallotta and carried by all.   
 
Ms. Fortunato welcomed Ms. Patricia Dubois, Superintendent of the Glocester School 
District, to the meeting. 

 
 
II.  Approval of Minutes: 

 Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of August 5, 
2014, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. Thornton, carried by all. 
 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Ms. Dubois 
Seconded:  Dr. Thornton     Ms. Fortunato 
        Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton   
      

Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of 
August 5, 2014, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Ms. Smith, carried by all. 
 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Ms. Dubois 
Seconded:  Ms. Smith     Ms. Fortunato 
       Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
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Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to Seal the Minutes, which was moved by Dr. 
Pallotta, seconded by Dr. Thornton, carried by all. 
 
Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Ms. Dubois 
Seconded:  Dr. Thornton     Ms. Fortunato 
        Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton  

     
III.   Old Business:  
 

A. Consider/discussion and update on Pathways to Graduation Summer 2014     
Program 
 

  Mr. Nasif reported that the program went well, better than last year. The student   
    numbers were 79-80. Thanks to RIC for all of their assistance including interns and staff.  
    The program concluded on August 7th with presentations and a barbecue.   The winning  
  team of students received a stipend. 
     
  In planning next year’s program, it may possibly include middle school students. 
    
 
      B.  Consider/discussion and possible vote on RIDE Induction Program 
    Mr. Nasif reported that we are trying to confirm numbers with the districts.  Due to Race  
  to the Top monies are no longer available, the cost is $8,000 per teacher.  Some districts  
  have decided to run their own program.  Mr. Nasif reported that 26 new teachers are in  
  the program requiring 1-1/2 induction coaches.  Lisa Peterson has been hired by Lincoln  
  and one other person from East Providence.   
 
  (Dr. Michael Barnes arrived at 8:04 am). 
 
 
      C.   Consider/discussion on NRICEU Contract Agreement 2014-2017   
    Mr. Nasif was pleased to report on the NRICEU Contract Agreement for 2014-2017 and  
  thanked the Board and Attorney Ben Scungio for their assistance and support.  The Union 
  is also happy with the document according to new Union President, Kim Sousa.   The  
  printing cost of the document was shared by NRIC and the Union. 
 
     
IV.   New Business: 
                  
 A.    Consider/discussion and possible vote on Rescinding Employment Non-Renewal of  
   Certified Staff 2014-2015 – K. O’Brien (1.0 FTE) 
         Ms. Fortunato, Chair, entertained a motion to approve the Executive Director’s   

  recommendation to rescind the employment non-renewal of Kathleen O’Brien, Adapted  
  Physical Education Teacher from .8 FTE to 1.0 FTE.   
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   The motion was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Dr. Pallotta and carried by all. 
 

 Moved:  Mr. O’Brien  Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
 Seconded:  Dr. Pallotta    Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith   

      Dr. Thornton 
        

 
    B.    Consider/discussion and possible vote on NRIC Conflict of Interest Policy Statement 
   of Compliance 
     Mr. Nasif reported as an annual requirement of the State and Federal government, we  
   have provided the Conflict of Interest Policy Statement of Compliance for signature by  
   members of the Board and NRIC Administration.   Dr. Gallo requested a copy of the  
   policy.  Mr. Nasif will forward a copy to all Board members. 
 
   Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to accept the Policy Statement of Compliance, which  
   was moved by Dr. Gallo, seconded by Dr. Thornton and carried by all. 

  
 Moved:  Dr. Gallo  Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
 Seconded:  Dr.Thornton    Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
 
 

                       C.   Consider/discussion and vote on Lease Agreement – Exeter-West Greenwich School 
District for Southern RI Transition Program 2014-2015 

 Mr. Nasif reported that space at the Exeter-West Greenwich School District is being 
utilized by Joe Walejko of the Southern RI Transition Program.  Mr. Nasif is requesting 
approval of the lease agreement with Exeter-West Greenwich.  They are providing space 
at no cost to NRIC. 

 
 Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to approve the lease agreement with Exeter-West 

Greenwich School District for the Southern RI Transition Program for 2014-15, which 
was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. Thornton and carried by all. 

 
 Moved:  Dr. Pallotta  Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
 Seconded:  Dr.Thornton    Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
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       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
 
 

 
D.   Consider/discussion on NRIC Website Re-Design 
       Mr. Nasif reported that NRIC’s website has been re-designed and updated.  Changes and 

updates will be maintained by Craig Enos and Debbie Jannetta. 
 
 (Ms. DiCenso arrived at 8:10 a.m.) 
 
 
         

V.    Resignation of Julie Rider, Teacher 
     Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to accept the resignation of Julie Rider, Teacher, which  
     was moved by Dr. Pallotta and seconded by Dr. Thornton, carried by all. 
 

 Moved:  Dr. Pallotta  Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
 Seconded:  Dr.Thornton    Ms. DiCenso 
        Ms. Dubois 
       Ms. Fortunato 
       Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 

           Dr. Thornton 
 
VI.   Appointments: 
 
   -  Heather Brunelli, Teacher, Middle School 
 
  Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to appoint Heather Brunelli as a Teacher in the Middle  
  School Program, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and carried by  
  all. 
  

 Moved:  Dr. Pallotta  Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
 Seconded:  Mr. O’Brien    Ms. DiCenso 
        Ms. Dubois 
       Ms. Fortunato 
       Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 

           Dr. Thornton 
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   -  Della Nimely, Career Resource Specialist 
 
    Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to appoint Della Nimely as a Career Resource   
    Specialist, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. Thornton and carried by  
    all. 
  

 Moved:  Dr. Pallotta  Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
 Seconded:  Dr.Thornton    Ms. DiCenso 
        Ms. Dubois 
       Ms. Fortunato 
       Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 

           Dr. Thornton 
 
 
VII.  Expense Warrants for August 2014 
     Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to approve the Bills for August 2014, which was  
     moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. Thornton, carried by all.    
     

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
Seconded:  Dr. Thornton     Ms. DiCenso 
        Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
            
 

VIII.  Executive Director Report: 
       A.   Opening of 2014-15 School Year 

Mr. Nasif reported on a successful opening day of school with minimum problems.  Mr. 
Nasif also advised that student enrollment is increasing in our high school program, 
elementary, TEC, and AOP programs.  Our professional development day for staff 
centered on technology training on the SmartBoards and Chromebooks.  Mr. Nasif also 
advised that TEC will be meeting with ORS regarding taking on another program.  

 
 
IX.  Executive Session: 
 
Move into Closed Executive Session pursuant to Chapter 42-46-5(a) 1,2,&5 of the General 
Laws of the State of Rhode Island for legal advice related thereto: 

--   Nothing to report 
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IX.  Information: 
  
 Nothing to report.  
 
 
 
 
With no further information to report, Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:15 am, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. Thornton and carried by 
all. 

  
Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
Seconded:  Dr. Thornton     Ms. DiCenso 
        Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Dr. Gallo 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
 
        
           
 
 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
____________________________________ 

 Ms. Georgia Fortunato, Chair 
         

 


