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Regional Board of Superintendents' Meeting 
Northern Rhode Island Collaborative 

640 George Washington Highway, Suite 200 
Lincoln, RI 02865 

 

Minutes 

 
A regular meeting of the Regional Board of Superintendents was held at 640 George Washington 
Highway, Suite 200, Lincoln, RI, on Tuesday, December 3, 2013.     
  
The following Board members were in attendance:  Dr. Barnes, Ms. Cylke, Dr. DiLullo, Mr. 
Lindberg, Mr. O’Brien, Dr. Pallotta, Ms. Smith and Dr. Thornton as well as Joseph M. Nasif, Jr., 
Interim Executive Director, Robert Wall, Director of Educational Services, and Craig Enos, 
Director of Administration.   Guests:   Attorney Benjamin Scungio and Cindy VanAvery, NRIC 
Transition Employment Center Program. 
 
I.   Opening of Meeting: 

Due to the absence of Chair, Georgia Fortunato, the meeting was called to order at 12:30 pm    
by Vice-Chair, Dr. Bernie DiLullo, with a motion by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. Thornton 
and carried by all.   

 
 
II.  Approval of Minutes: 

 Dr. DiLullo, Vice-Chair, entertained a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of 
November 5, 2013, which was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Ms. Smith, carried by 
all. 

Moved:  Mr. O’Brien   Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
Seconded:  Ms. Smith     Ms. Cylke 
       Dr. DiLullo 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 

       
III.   Old Business:  
    A.  Consider/discussion on Out of District Placements 
  Mr. Nasif provided a copy of the latest information on the Out of District Placements for 
 NRIC Member Districts and indicated information from the Woonsocket district has not 
 yet been received.   Mr. Nasif would like to meet with the Special Education Directors to 
 ensure NRIC is meeting with districts’ needs in placing their students with NRIC.  This 
 item will remain on the meeting agenda for the next couple of months so that we can obtain 
 feedback regarding our existing programs and new programs.  
 
 
IV.  New Business: 
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        A.   Presentation from Cindy VanAvery, NRIC’s Transition Employment Center  
  Program 
  Dr. DiLullo, Vice-Chair, welcomed Ms. Cindy VanAvery to the meeting.  Mr. Nasif  
  advised that changes in the model of the Transition Program have taken place along with  
  recent changes in personnel in our program have occurred under the leadership of Ms.  
  VanAvery. 
 
   Ms. VanAvery thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak with them and gave an  
  overview of the newly revamped and expanded ORS Transition Program and the services 
  that are available to the districts’ students.   Ms. VanAvery provided copies of “Fee for  
  Service” 38-In School Youth along with copies of “Fee for Service” “Serving the   
  Vocational Needs of Individuals w/Disabilities Ages 16-24”. 
  
  Ms. VanAvery entertained questions from the Board and left the meeting at 12:45  pm. 
 
   
    B.  Consider/discussion and possible vote on NRIC Cell Phone Usage 

 As requested at the last meeting, Mr. Nasif provided a copy of a listing of staff who 
currently utilize NRIC Cell Phones along with the purpose.  Mr. Nasif advised that of the 
$1,000 charge, $830 (83%) is reimbursed by E-Rate.         

    
    C.  Consider/discussion and possible vote on Van Purchase 

Mr. Nasif reported that on January 8, 2013 the Board granted NRIC permission to sell 
NRIC’s 2004 Sierra Pickup Truck, which we received $16,995.   On July 16, 2013, the 
Board approved going out for bid for a used van.  Since that time, we have borrowed the 
use of a van from the Southern RI Transition Center which now has to be returned.    
 
Mr. Enos reported that a bid went out for a 2005 Chevrolet E-3500 Express, 15-passenger 
van with standard equipment.    One bid was received from Worldwide PreOwned LLC 
of Weymouth, Mass.  Mr. Nasif advised that this company previously dealt with East Bay 
Collaborative. 
 
Mr. Nasif, therefore, requested the Board’s approval of the purchase of the 15-passenger 
2005 Chevrolet E-3500 Express Van from Worldwide PreOwned at a cost of $13,595.  
The motion to approve was made by Ms. Cylke, seconded by Mr. Lindberg and carried 
by all. 

 
   Moved:  Ms. Cylke   Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
   Seconded:  Mr. Lindberg     Ms. Cylke 
           Dr. DiLullo 
           Mr. Lindberg 
           Mr. O’Brien 
           Dr. Pallotta 
           Ms. Smith 
           Dr. Thornton 
 
 
    D.   Consider/discussion and possible vote on Disposal of Red Van 
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Mr. Nasif reported that NRIC’s 2000 Dodge 10-passenger van is not in good shape and 
has been at the shop for repairs for several months and has not been used.    

Mr. Nasif is requesting the Board’s approval to dispose of the van. 

The motion to approve disposing of NRIC’s red van was made by Dr. Pallotta, seconded 
by Dr. Thornton and carried by all. 

 Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. Barnes  
 Seconded:  Dr. Thornton     Ms. Cylke   
         Dr. DiLullo   
         Mr. Lindberg   
         Mr. O’Brien   
         Dr. Pallotta   
         Ms. Smith   
         Dr. Thornton 

 
V.  Expense Warrants for November 2013 
   Dr. DiLullo entertained a motion to approve the Bills for November 2013, which was  moved  
  by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Ms. Smith and carried by all. 
 
       Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. Barnes 

Seconded:  Ms. Smith     Ms. Cylke 
       Dr. DiLullo 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
        

 
VI.  Executive Director Report: 
       A.   General Information 

Mr. Nasif reported he spoke with Chair Georgia Fortunato who was not able to attend 
today’s meeting but she wanted to extend to everyone a very Happy Holiday and Happy 
New Year. 

 
Mr. Nasif also reported that a new Teacher Assistant Training Program will begin on 
December 3 with 25 students enrolled. 

 
Mr. Nasif advised the Board that he received a letter of intent to resign his position from 
Bob Wall effective December 31, 2013.  Mr. Wall will become the Special Education 
Director for the Pawtucket district.  This item will appear on the January agenda. 
 
Mr. Wall thanked the Board for their good wishes and updated them on outstanding 
issues that should be discussed in the future:    
 

• Summer Ramp Up / Summer School Program 
• Professional Development – including Common Core Instruction 
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• NRIC Clinical Team Support services available to districts 
 

Dr. DiLullo requested that discussion of these items should take place at the next Board 
meeting and requested they be placed on the agenda. 

 
Attorney Ben Scungio reported that regarding information on a Wireless Grant, a model 
contract is being developed by Attorney Andrew Henneous.  There is also a RIDE 
approved template.   Mr. Scungio advised that districts can split the cost. 

 
 
VII.  Executive Session: 
           Nothing to report. 

 
  

IX.  Information: 
  
           Mr. Lindberg requested the subject of High School Department Chairs be discussed 

possibly at the end of the next meeting. 
 
 Dr. Barnes requested that the subject of School Calendars for 2014-15 be discussed at the 

next meeting along with the start times of NRIC Board Meetings. 
 

 
 
With no further information to report, Dr. DiLullo entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting 
at 1:05 pm, which was moved by Ms. Cylke, seconded by Ms. Smith and carried by all. 

  
Moved:  Ms. Cylke   Approved:  Dr. Barnes 
Seconded:  Ms. Smith     Ms. Cylke 
       Dr. DiLullo 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
        
 
    

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
____________________________________ 

 Dr. Bernie DiLullo, Vice-Chair 
         

 


