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Regional Board of Superintendents' Meeting 
Northern Rhode Island Collaborative 

640 George Washington Highway, Suite 200 
Lincoln, RI 02865 

 

Minutes 

 
A regular meeting of the Regional Board of Superintendents was held at 640 George Washington 
Highway, Suite 200, Lincoln, RI, on Tuesday, October 8, 2013.     
  
The following Board members were in attendance: Ms. Cylke, Dr. DiLullo, Ms. Fortunato, Mr. 
Lindberg, Mr. O’Brien, Dr. Pallotta, Ms. Smith and Dr. Thornton as well as Joseph M. Nasif, Jr., 
Interim Executive Director, Robert Wall, Director of Educational Services, and Craig Enos, 
Director of Administration.   Guests:   Attorney Benjamin Scungio, John J. Tassoni, Susan Vogl 
and Heidi Young of Phoenix House. 
 
 
I.   Opening of Meeting: 
      The meeting was called to order at 12:30 pm by Chair, Georgia Fortunato, with a motion by  
  Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. DiLullo and carried by all.   
 
 
II.  Approval of Minutes: 

A.  Ms. Fortunato, Chair, entertained a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of 
September 10, 2013, which was moved by Dr. DiLullo, seconded by Dr. Pallotta, carried 
by all. 
Moved:  Dr. DiLullo   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Dr. Pallotta     Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
        
        
 

B. Ms. Fortunato, Chair, entertained a motion to approve the Executive Session Meeting 
Minutes of September 10, 2013, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mr. 
O’Brien, carried by all. 
Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Mr. O’Brien     Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
        
        
 



[2] 
 

 
       

III.   Old Business:  
 Nothing to report. 
  
 
  
IV.  New Business: 
 
        A.   Presentation from Fred Trapassi, Jr. & John Tassoni, Jr. of Phoenix House 
  Ms. Fortunato, Chair, welcomed John Tassoni, Susan Vogl, and Heidi Young of Phoenix 
 House to the meeting.   Mr. Tassoni gave an overview of Phoenix House, a non-profit drug 
 treatment and substance abuse prevention organization.  He advised that Rhode Island is #1 
 in the country for adolescent substance abuse.   He and his staff are meeting with school 
 leaders in order to raise awareness of the effects of adolescent substance abuse.   He is also  
 meeting with local mayors and requesting that the logo for Phoenix House be placed on 
 their websites in order for families to easily access Phoenix House’s information. 
 
  Ms. Susan Vogl gave a PowerPoint presentation on drug use in the country and particularly 
 in Rhode Island and the types of drugs available.   Ms. Vogl also reviewed the various 
 treatment services offered at Phoenix House.   
 
 (Ms. Deb Cylke arrived at 12:39 pm). 
 
 Ms. Vogl and Mr. Tassoni entertained questions from the Board.  Mr. Tassoni also advised 
 if interested Superintendents may tour their Exeter facility on November 15th.  He and his 
 staff are also willing to meet with School Committees.   Mr. Tassoni also requested that 
 districts contact him should they be interested in placing the Phoenix House logo on their 
 websites. 
 
 (Mr. Steve Lindberg arrived at 12:55 pm). 
 
 Ms. Fortunato thanked them for the information.   They left the meeting at 12:55 pm. 
 
 
    B.  Consider/discussion and possible vote on Strategic Planning 
     Mr. Nasif, Executive Director, reported that he spoke with Ralph Jasparro and we are  
  confirmed for October 22, 2013 from 8 am to 12 pm.   
 
  Discussion took place regarding who should be invited to attend from the districts.  Mr.  
  Nasif will have a flyer created and distributed to the Superintendents so that they can  
  invite their staff.  Mr. Nasif will meet with Mr. Jasparro next week. 
 
    
    C.  Consider/discussion and possible vote on Lease Renewal for Fire Station Storage,  
    Cumberland, RI 
   Mr. Nasif requested the approval of the 3-year lease renewal for NRIC’s storage facility  
   at the former fire station at 1025 Mendon Road in Cumberland at a cost of $18,000 per  
   year. 
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Moved:  Dr. Thornton   Approved:  Ms. Cylke 
Seconded:  Mr. O’Brien     Dr. DiLullo 
       Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 

 
 
    D.   Consider/discussion and possible vote on NRIC Conflict of Interest Policy   
   Statement of Compliance 
   Mr. Nasif advised that NRIC’s Conflict of Interest Policy requires that it be re-affirmed  
   annually by the Board of Superintendents and NRIC Administrators and requested their  
   signature on the Statement of Compliance. 
 
   Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to approve which was moved by Dr. Pallotta and  
   seconded by Ms. Smith and carried by all. 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Ms. Cylke 
Seconded:  Ms. Smith     Dr. DiLullo 
       Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 

 
 
 
    E.    Consider/discussion and possible vote on School Calendar 2014-2015 (Vacations)  
   As this agenda item was requested by Dr. Michael Barnes and due to his absence at  
   today’s meeting, Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to table this item until the next  
   meeting.  The motion was moved by Dr. DiLullo and seconded by Dr. Pallotta and  
   carried by all. 

Moved:  Dr. DiLullo   Approved:  Ms. Cylke 
Seconded:  Dr. Pallotta     Dr. DiLullo 
       Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 

 
 F.    Consider/discussion and possible vote on Posting of Executive Director Position 
  Ms.  Fortunato, Chair, reported that due to the upcoming Strategic Planning session, she is  
  requesting that this agenda item be tabled to November or December until after the Board has 
  determined their plan.   
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 Dr. DiLullo motioned to approve tabling this agenda item, which was seconded by Dr. 
 Pallotta and carried by all. 
 

Moved:  Dr. DiLullo   Approved:  Ms. Cylke 
Seconded:  Dr. Pallotta     Dr. DiLullo 
       Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 

 
  
V.  Expense Warrants for September 2013 
   Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to approve the Bills for September 2013, which was 
 moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Ms. Cylke and carried by all.                        . 
 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Ms. Cylke 
Seconded:  Ms. Cylke     Dr. DiLullo 
       Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 

 
 
VI.  Executive Director Report: 
       A.   Storm Phone Tree 2013-2014 
 Mr. Nasif requested that the Board review the Storm Phone Tree for 2013-14 and advise 
 if there are any necessary additions/corrections.                  
        
 
      B.  General Information 
 Mr. Nasif reported that an additional Driver’s Training program is taking place at CCRI.   
 Also, another Teacher Assistant Training Program will take place in October with 
 currently 17 students along with another CPI Training Program beginning in November. 
 
 
VII.  Executive Session: 
           Nothing to report. 

 
  

 
 

VIII.  Information: 
 Nothing to report. 
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With no further information to report, Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 1:04 pm, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. DiLullo and carried by 
all. 

  
Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Ms. Cylke 
Seconded:  Dr. DiLullo     Dr. DiLullo 
       Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Ms. Smith 
       Dr. Thornton 
 
 

  
 
 
 
     

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
____________________________________ 

 Georgia Fortunato, Chair 
         

 


