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Regional Board of Superintendents' Meeting 
Northern Rhode Island Collaborative 

Main Office 
640 George Washington Highway, Suite 200 

Lincoln, RI 02865 
 
 

27th ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Minutes  
 
 

The 27th Annual Meeting of the Northern Rhode Island Collaborative was held on Wednesday, March 
20, 2013 at Twelve Acres in Smithfield, Rhode Island. 
 
Ms. Georgia Fortunato, Chair, opened the meeting with a roll call, determining representation from 
Burrillville, Cumberland, Foster-Glocester, Johnson, Lincoln, North Providence, North Smithfield, 
Pawtucket, Smithfield, and Woonsocket, declaring a quorum.  Ms. Fortunato then called the meeting to 
order at 7:04 pm with a motion by Ms. Deborah Cylke and Dr. Bernie DiLullo.  Ms. Fortunato 
welcomed all to the meeting recognizing the Board of Superintendents, School Committee members, 
district administrative staff, teaching staff, parents, students and guests.   
 
The Interim Executive Director, Joseph M. Nasif, Jr., welcomed all those in attendance including the 
Board of Superintendents, School Committee members, school district staff, Donna Ottaviano of East 
Bay Collaborative, and Karen Ostroff of West Bay Collaborative along with, NRIC faculty and staff, 
and special guests.  Mr. Nasif advised that student enrollment is growing and thanked each 
Superintendent for their commitment and encouraged their continued support in sending students to 
NRIC. 
 
 
Student Speakers: 
 

Mr. Nasif introduced the first of our student speakers, Corey Silvia, a Woonsocket student 
currently attending our TEC Program.     
 
Mr. Nasif then welcomed Justin LaFlamme, a Lincoln student currently attending our High 
School Program at St. James School. 
 
Mr. Nasif then presented certificates and Apple awards to both Corey and Justin and also 
recognized the special efforts of student, Adam Kane, and presented him with a certificate. 
 

 
Guest Speaker: 
 

Mr. Nasif recognized the “founding fathers” of NRIC that were present and then introduced our 
guest speaker, Mr. Robert Guillette, the first Executive Director of NRIC. 

 
Mr. Guillette felt it was important that in order to move to the future it was important to 
understand the roots of the Northern Rhode Island Collaborative.   Mr. Guillette told the story of 
how NRIC began with an idea of forming a Collaborative in Rhode Island by Suzanne Rodriguez 
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and then in the Fall of 1985 with a district needs assessment.   He advised how Dr. Lynne Ryan 
was instrumental in beginning the legislation to form a Collaborative.   In July 1986 Mr. 
Guillette was hired as the first Executive Director by Dr. Robert McGinnis, and the following 
year Mr. Dick Charland was hired as its Business Manager.   Mr. Guillette acknowledged other 
staff members as NRIC grew and expanded to different school sites along with the hiring of 
Assistant Director, Donna Foisy.  Mr. Guillette emphasized new and exciting programs that were 
developed along with the beginnings of staff development days.  Mr. Guillette indicated that the 
Board of Superintendents during those years were very supportive of all of their activities and 
believed that NRIC was something to invest in and not a piggybank.    Mr. Guillette advised that 
NRIC is a place of pride and was the model in the State for others that followed. 
 

  
Report of Interim Executive Director: 

  
Mr. Joseph Nasif thanked Mr. Guillette and the “founding fathers” and recognized each one by 
presenting them with certificates of appreciation: John Cerra, J. Richard Charland, Robert 
Dagesse, Donna Foisy, Dr. Thomas DiPaola, Dr. Diane DiSanto, Jonathan Dyson, Bob Guillette, 
Edward Hill, Dr. Ralph Jasparro, Richard Shadoian, Dr. Lynne Ryan, Michael Moriarty, Sara 
Pearson, and Suzanne Rodriguez. 
 
Mr. Nasif highlighted our programs at St. James School, the Transition Employment Center and 
the Auditory Oral Program. In order to look to the future, Mr. Nasif advised that a needs 
assessment will be conducted by Donna Foisy with the districts in order to create new programs 
for services that districts are not able to provide.  Mr. Nasif indicated that we hope to reinstate 
college partnerships and professional development, expand our High School Program, Summer 
Program, TEC Center, and Auditory Oral Program.    
 
Mr. Nasif thanked the Board of Superintendents, their School Committees, and Special 
Education Directors for their support and leadership and encouraged their continued support in  
sending their students to us when the need for an outside placement occurs.     
 

 
Employee Recognition: 
 
 With the assistance of Chair, Georgia Fortunato, Mr. Joseph M. Nasif, Jr., Interim Executive 
 Director, recognized the service of the following  NRIC  employees and presented them with 
 an award: 
 
 20 Years of Service: 

Sally Boynton, Occupational Therapist 
Francis Casey, Teacher  
Charlotte Duke, Teacher Assistant 
Doreen Faiola, Teacher Assistant 
Elyse Forte, Teacher Assistant 
Claire Fortier, Speech Therapist 
Lana Kopacsi, Teacher 
Kathy O’Brien, Adaptive Phys Ed Teacher  
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Partnership Recognition / Special Partner Awards: 
 

With the assistance of Mr. Robert Wall, Director of Educational Services, Mr. Nasif presented 
awards to our Special Partners: 

 
St. James School: 
 Dan Henry, Plant Manager – CINTAS 
 Karen Bouchard, Director of Visual Arts – Artist’s Exchange 
 

 
Transition Employment Center Program: 
 Anne LeClaire, Program Performance Manager -- RIPTA 
 
 

Infinity Award: 
 
 With the assistance of Karen Gill, President, NRICEU, Mr. Nasif presented a special new award 
 this year, the “Infinity Award”, to those staff who were nominated as outstanding staff members 
 who go over and above expectations.  Awards were presented to: 
 
  Kathy Gentile 
  Myles Glatter 
  Sharon Gray 
  Maureen Kern 
  Georgia Wattendorf-Guiney 
 
Hall of Fame Award: 
 
 Mr. Joseph M. Nasif, Jr., Interim Executive Director, presented another new award this year to 
 honor an individual who has made a significant impact on NRIC, which will be on display at 
 NRIC’s Main Office.  The first award was presented to Bob Guillette, former Executive Director 
 of the Northern Rhode Island Collaborative. 
 
 
Karen Gill then presented a thank you award from the NRICEU members to Mr. Nasif and to Mr. Wall. 
 
  
Old Business: 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
New Business: 
 

Mr. Robert Wall and Ms. Cindy VanAvery presented an NRIC tee shirt to Mr. Nasif. 
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With no further business to report, Ms. Fortunato, entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 
p.m., which was moved by Dr. Bernie DiLullo and seconded by Dr. Frank Pallotta, carried by all.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                 ____ 
  Georgia Fortunato, Chairperson 


