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Minutes 

A regular meeting of the Regional Board of Superintendents was held on 640 George 
Washington Highway, Suite 200, Lincoln, Rhode Island, on Tuesday, February 5, 2013.  The 

meeting was called to order at 12:30 pm by Chair, Georgia Fortunato, with a motion by Mr. 
Lindberg, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and carried by all.  

In addition to Ms. Fortunato, the following Board members were present: Ms. Cylke, Dr. DiLullo, 
Mr. O’Brien, Dr. Pallotta, Dr. Donoyan, Dr. Thornton, as well as, Joseph M. Nasif, Jr., Interim 
Executive Director, Craig Enos, Director of Administration, Mr. Robert Wall, Director of Student 
Services.   Guest: Andrew Henneous, Esq.  

Routine Matters: 

1.0 The minutes of January 8, 2013 
Moved:   Mr. O’Brien    Approved:   Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Ms. Fortunato             Dr. Pallotta 
                Dr. Thornton 
                Mr. Lindberg 
                Ms. Donoyan 

                                        Ms. Cylke  
2.0 Bills of the month of January 8, 2013 

  Moved:  Dr. Pallotta     Approved:    Dr. DiLullo 
  Seconded: Mr. O’Brien              Ms. Cylke           
                   Dr. Thornton 
                                                  Ms. Fortunato                           
                                                                                                                                             Mr. Lindberg  
                                                                                                                      Ms. Donoyan 
Old Business: 
                                                                      
   
  

3.0 Professional Development  -- Collaborative Planning 
Mr. Nasif, Interim Executive Director, reported a successful Teacher Assistant 
Training session in January with 20 participants. Mr. Nasif also informed the 
Board that we have 12 potential participants on a waiting list for a March TA 
Training Session.  
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Mr. Nasif, Interim Executive Director also reported that the Community College of 
Rhode Island is hosting their Drivers Education Program which will be held on 
March 2nd through April 7th. The cost of the class is $ 85.00 which will also 
include taking the permit test here.  It is a 33 hour course.  It will be held on a 
regular basis due to interest.   
 
Mr. Nasif, Interim Executive Director is requesting Ms. Donna Foisy perform a 
needs assessment with our 11 districts.  

 
 
  

4.0 Discussion of Annual Meeting 
Bridging the past with the present, Mr. Nasif, Interim Executive Director 
announced that our former Director, Mr. Robert Guillette, will be our keynote 
speaker at the 27th Annual Meeting being held on March 20, 2013. 
 

      Appointments:    
 
 

5.0 Appointment of Ellen Reinhardt, Education Consultant  
The Interim Executive Director recommended the appointment of Ellen Reinhardt 
as the new Education Consultant. The motion to approve was made by Dr. 
DiLullo, seconded by Dr. Thornton.  
 
Mr. Enos started the discussion stating that this position would be funded by the 
grant and that it would be reissued for the new school year. Mr. Wall informed the 
Board that as a result of RTI modules, the loss of Michele Walden Doppke and the 
expansion of Secondary Schools, RIDE has asked the Northern Rhode Island 
Collaborative to post this position because there is a need for this position. Mr. 
O’Brien stated that he felt that instead of saying “appointed”, it should say “hire”. 
Attorney Henneous added that he would prefer if it said to hire them, and then give 
them a layoff notice. Ms. Fortunato added that she doesn’t want to get tied into 
benefits. Attorney  Henneous asked to put this off for a month.  
Ms. Fortunato withdrew the motion and tabled it at 12:45 p.m. 
Further discussion continued with Ms. Cylke, who was concerned that she could 
not locate teaching experience on her resume. Mr. Wall informed the Board that  
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Ellen has been running the RTI Programs successfully for years now. Attorney 
Henneous said that he will research a copy of the grant and will have answers for 
the Board on March 5th. 
 
Ms. Fortunato motioned to table this appointment to the March 5th meeting at 1:52 
p.m. 
 
Moved: Ms. Donoyan 
Seconded: Dr. Frank Pallotta 
 

6.0 Appointment of Oral Language Facilitator, Auditory Oral Program 
The Interim Executive Director recommended the appointment of a Oral Language 
Facilitator in our Auditory Oral Program.  
 
Moved: Mr. O’Brien                                           Approved: Ms. Cylke  
Seconded: Dr. Thornton                                                        Ms. Fortunato        
                       Dr. DiLullo   
 Dr. Pallotta 

 Ms. Donoyan 
       Mr. Lindberg  

   
 A final candidate has not been selected; therefore, the Interim Executive                               
Director asked that the appointment be withdrawn. Ms. Fortunato made the motion 
to withdraw the appointment.   

 
 
New Business: 
 
 

7.0 Discussion of Induction Coaches 
 
 
It was agreed that Superintendents should invite their high school principals to the 
March 5, 2013 Board meeting to indentify the specific areas of need. Mr. O’Brien 
stated that he would like to look at NECAP and focus on Math and English. Ms. 
Fortunato, Chair, requested that this discussion continue on the March 5th Agenda 
and is asking that all Superintendents bring their high school principals.  
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8.0    Discussion / Consideration of Approval of Employment of Non-Renewals                                
       for Certified Staff 2013-2014 

 
 
The Interim Executive Director recommended the following employment non-
renewals: 
Teachers 
               Muriel Bracken   (SAP) 
               Karen Correia      (SAP)  
 
Adapted Physical Ed Teacher 
               Kathy O’Brien 
 
Speech Therapists 
              Claire Fortier 
 
Occupational Therapists 
 Erin Manchester 
 
The Board approved the above employment non-renewals. 
Moved: Dr. DiLullo   Approved:  Ms. Fortunato 
Seconded: Mr. O’Brien          Ms. Cylke     
              Dr. Thornton   
              Dr. Pallotta 
              Ms. Donoyan  
              Mr. Lindberg  

  
Executive Session – 

Move into Closed Executive Session pursuant to Chapter 42-46-5(a) 1, 2 & 5 of the  
General Laws of the State of Rhode Island for legal advice related thereto: 

. Discussion /Approval of Administrators Contracts 

. Legal Advice related thereto 
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Ms. Fortunato, Chair, entertained a motion to enter in Executive Session at 1:14 p.m. 
which was moved by Dr. Thornton and seconded by Dr. Pallotta and carried by all. 

 Moved: Dr. Thornton     Approved :  Ms. Cylke 
               Seconded: Dr. Pallotta              Mr. O’Brien 
               Ms. Fortunato 
             Dr. DiLullo 
             Mr. Lindberg 
             Ms. Donoyan 
        
 
             (Ms. Donoyan left the meeting at 1:20 p.m.) 
 

Ms. Fortunato, Chair, entertained a motion to return to Open Session at 1:50 p.m.,     
which was moved by Dr. Thornton, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and carried by all. 

              Moved:  Dr. Thornton                                                Approved : Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded: Mr. O’Brien  Mr. Lindberg 

   Ms. Cylke  
   Dr. Pallotta  
   Ms. Fortunato 
Information: 
 
11.0 Interim Executive Director Comments 
 Nothing to report. 
 
12.0        Flipped Learning Training 

 Mr. Nasif reported that The Northern Rhode Island Collaborative is waiting for                            
more information on the presentation. 
 
Information: 
 
Ms. Fortunato, Chair, requested a budget update on the Northern Rhode Island 
Collaborative for the March 5th meeting. 
 
With no further information to report, Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 1:54 p.m., which was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Dr. Thornton and 
carried by all. 
Moved: Mr. O’Brien                                         Approved :  Ms. Cylke 
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Seconded: Dr. Thornton Ms. Fortunato  
  Mr. Lindberg   
  Dr. Pallotta 
  Dr. DiLullo  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Georgia Fortunato, Chair 
 
 
 


