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Regional Board of Superintendents' Meeting 
Northern Rhode Island Collaborative 

640 George Washington Highway, Suite 200 
Lincoln, RI 02865 

                                                                                                                                  
Minutes  

 
A regular meeting of the Regional Board of Superintendents was held at 640 George Washington 
Highway, Suite 200, Lincoln, RI, on Tuesday, December 7, 2010.    The meeting was called to order at 
12:48 p.m. by Chair, Dr. Donna Ottaviano.   
  
In addition to Dr. Ottaviano, the following Board members were present:  Ms. Cylke, Dr. DiLullo, Ms. 
Fortunato, Mr. O’Brien, and Dr. Pallotta, as well as Julian E. MacDonnell, Jr., Executive Director, 
Robert Wall, Director of Educational Services, and Craig Enos, Director of Administration.   Guest:  
Attorney Benjamin Scungio.  
 
 
Routine Matters: 
 

1.0 The Minutes of November 9, 2010     
  Moved: Dr. Pallotta   Approved: Ms. Cylke 

Seconded:       Ms. Fortunato  Dr. DiLullo   
 Ms. Fortunato 
 Mr. O’Brien  

 Dr. Ottaviano 
 Dr. Pallotta 
     
    

2.0 Bills for the Month of November 2010 
  Moved: Ms. Fortunato   Approved: Ms. Cylke 
  Seconded: Dr. Pallotta      Dr. DiLullo 
 Ms. Fortunato 

Mr. O’Brien 
 Dr. Ottaviano  

Dr. Pallotta   
     
Appointments: 
 

3.0 Appointment of Brian Rutkowski, Behavior Specialist 
Dr. Ottaviano, Chair, entertained a motion to approve the appointment of Brian 
Rutkowski as Behavior Specialist, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta and seconded by Ms. 
Fortunato, carried by all. 
Moved: Dr. Pallotta   Approved: Ms. Cylke 
Seconded:       Ms. Fortunato  Dr. DiLullo   

 Ms. Fortunato 
 Mr. O’Brien  

 Dr. Ottaviano 
 Dr. Pallotta 
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Old Business: 
 

4.0 Strategic Planning – Professional Development – Collaborative Planning 
The Executive Director reported that a meeting with the Curriculum Team is scheduled 
for Thursday, December 16th.   They will share issues regarding the Project Success 
Grant and with East Bay professional development concerns. 

 
  
 5.0 Shared Resources – Northwest School District Consortium     

The Executive Director reported on Commissioner Gist’s recent advisory regarding 
recent amendments to Statutes Governing Education Collaboratives.   Mr. MacDonnell 
distributed copies of the letter from Commissioner Gist, the General Assembly 
Legislation #H7668, NRIC’s By-Laws, a PowerPoint presentation on the Role of the 
Superintendent on the Regional Board of Directors, and NRIC’s Annual Report of 2009-
10. 
 
The role of the Superintendent on the Board was discussed.   Attorney Scungio suggested 
that each School Committee be advised and that they appoint their Superintendent to the 
NRIC Board at their next meeting. 
 
Mr. MacDonnell also reported that NRIC is now required to develop a plan on cost 
efficiencies to be submitted to RIDE.   He is awaiting more information from David 
Abbott on this process and will keep the Board advised.   He also stated that another 
meeting may be needed in order to finalize this document. 

 
  
New Business: 
 

 6.0 Blue Cross/Blue Shield Approval Not to Grandfather (PPACA) 
                              The Executive Director provided the Board with copies of correspondence from Tom 

Dwyer of The RI Interlocal Trust regarding “Grandfathering Health Plans Under the 
Federal Health Care Reform Legislation”.   The Board discussed The Trust’s 
recommendation not to grandfather the plan.  Mr. MacDonnell requested the Board’s 
approval not to grandfather.     

 
Dr. Ottaviano, Chair, entertained a motion to vote against grandfathering the healthcare 
plan, which was moved by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Ms. Fortunato, carried by all. 

 
Moved: Mr. O’Brien   Approved: Ms. Cylke 
Seconded:       Ms. Fortunato  Dr. DiLullo   

 Ms. Fortunato 
 Mr. O’Brien  

 Dr. Ottaviano 
 Dr. Pallotta 
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Information: 
 

• Attorney Scungio reported on a recent case of “Phoenix Times vs. Barrington School 
Committee” where the Barrington School Committee unlawfully met in closed session and did 
not specify the nature of the business to be discussed.    Attorney Scungio reminded 
Superintendents to be more specific when determining their agenda items and suggested they 
review this case. 
  

 
 
With no further information to discuss, Dr. Ottaviano, Chair, entertained a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 1:08 pm, which was moved by Ms. Fortunato, seconded by Dr. Pallotta, and carried by all. 
 
  Moved: Ms. Fortunato   Approved: Ms. Cylke 
  Seconded: Dr. Pallotta      Dr. DiLullo 
 Ms. Fortunato 

Mr. O’Brien 
 Dr. Ottaviano  

Dr. Pallotta   
  

      
 
       
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 ______________________________                                                
 Dr. Donna Ottaviano, Chair 


