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Regional Board of Superintendents' Meeting 
Northern Rhode Island Collaborative 

Main Office 
640 George Washington Highway, Suite 200 

Lincoln, RI 02865 
 
 

24th ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Minutes  
 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Northern Rhode Island Collaborative was held on Wednesday, March 17, 2010 
at Twelve Acres in Smithfield, Rhode Island. 
 
The Executive Director, Julian E. MacDonnell, Jr., welcomed all those in attendance including the Board of 
Superintendents, School Committee members, school district staff, special partners, NRIC staff and special 
guests.  Mr. MacDonnell extended regrets from Commissioner Deborah Gist who was scheduled to be the 
keynote speaker.  Commissioner Gist was called to Washington, DC to attend a meeting on Rhode Island’s 
Race to the Top Application.   Mr. MacDonnell then introduced Chairperson, Dr. Donna Ottaviano. 
 
Dr. Ottaviano called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.  Upon determining representation from Burrillville, 
Central Falls, Cumberland, Foster-Glocester, Johnston, Lincoln, North Providence, Pawtucket, Smithfield, 
and Woonsocket, Dr. Ottaviano declared a quorum.  Dr. Ottaviano welcomed all to the meeting recognizing 
the Board of Superintendents, School Committee members, Collaborative Directors, RI Interlocal Trust, 
School Counsel, teaching staff, parents, students and guests.   
  
Report of Executive Director: 

  
Mr. Julian MacDonnell reviewed NRIC’s Annual Report which highlights our activities and new 
initiatives, a statement of our financial activities, our community partners, and our staff.  Mr. 
MacDonnell stressed that NRIC represents our communities coming together to share a common 
need to develop a collaboration of cost efficiencies while improving our programs and services for 
school districts, especially in these difficult financial times.  By maximizing our efforts and 
resources, we continue to meet educational mandates confronting us.  Mr. MacDonnell emphasized 
the commitment of the Board of Superintendents to find opportunities to collaborate in order to meet 
multiple districts’ needs and identify cost efficiencies in the process.   Mr. MacDonnell reported on 
our goal for collaborative professional development and advised that the Curriculum Leadership 
Team has formulated a plan to provide necessary and timely PD with a focus on Science Instruction. 
In a new endeavor, we will be partnering with Rhode Island College in a grant to support our 
Science initiatives.   New opportunities are also being developed to receive research-based PD 
through newly developed graduate programs and courses designed specifically to address the 
changing roles of teachers and administrators.   
 
Mr. MacDonnell thanked the Board of Superintendents and their School Committees for their   
continued support and leadership along with the Operating Committee and Curriculum Leadership 
Team, and the dedication and commitment of the NRIC staff, community partners and parents.   
 

Student Speaker: 
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 Mr. Robert McCarthy, Teacher, Social Street School, introduced this evening’s student speaker,  
 Zachary Girard, of the Pawtucket school district, student at Social Street School. 
 
Employee Recognition: 
 
 Mr. Julian E. MacDonnell, Executive Director, recognized the service of the following NRIC 
 employees and presented them with an award: 
 
 20 Years of Service: 

Nancy Duffy, Teacher 
Deborah Florio, Instructional Assistant 
Michele Pezzullo, Instructional Assistant 
Cheryl Silva, Teacher 

 
Partnership Recognition / Special Partner Awards: 
 
 Mr. Robert Wall, Director of Educational Services, and Ms. Cindy Kendall, Assistant Special 
 Education Director, presented our Special Partner Awards: 
 

Regional Vocational Assessment Center: 
Serge Wechseler, Executive Chef, Crowne Plaza Hotel 
 

Transition Employment Center Program: 
 Christine Nevers, General Manager, Nylo Hotel 

 
Regional Alternative Program: 

Dr. Robert Harris & Joye Coles of Tannerhill Inc. 
 
Specialized Alternative Program: 
 Robert Richards, Director, Recycling for RI Education 

 
Old Business: 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
New Business: 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
With no further business to report, Dr. Ottaviano, entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m., 
which was moved by Dr. Hans Dellith and seconded by Dr. Donna Morelle, carried by all.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                                 ____ 
  Dr. Donna Ottaviano, Chairperson 


