Middletown Tree Commission
April 24, 2014
Middletown Public Library

Attending: Karen Day, Alan Kirby, and Bob Johnson

Finances:

« We paid Moore Blooms the remainder of the cost of our 2013 Tree
Planting Incentive Program. The total came to $1006. The odd
number is due to the fact that many of Moore Blooms’ trees were less
than $50 so we only covered the cost of the tree. We supported the
planting of a total of 155 trees this year which is more than 50% more
than we have done in the past, probably due to the amount of storm
damage done last year. This was wonderful but it was more than
$1700 more than we budgeted, so this year we will need to be very
vigilant about our budget and will have to cut the program off when
we approach 100 trees. This may mean we may need to stop the

program some time during the summer.

Old Business:

« Sam Kinder's company was seen in Town working on the locust on
Valley Road. Once we receive a bill, Alan will review the work,
although what he has seen so far as been fine.

* The list of trees needed for spring planting has been shared with

Yardworks. We assume they are being ordered. The homeowners



have been notified and 2 have asked for trees not to be planted. This
means Yardworks will plant 17 trees and Sam Kinder will plant 8
trees. Alan asked Karen to contact Yardworks to ask them to notify
us a few days before they are ready to plant so that the locations can

be staked. Bob offered to work with Alan.

New Business

« Karen shared Paul’s resignation letter, with regret. The members
made it clear he will always be welcome to attend any meeting and
Karen will see that he continues to receive all minutes and other
information from the Commission. His guidance will always be
welcome.

 The group reviewed a landscape plan for the new academic center at
St. George’s School. The species seemed appropriate for the site and
the number of plantings were acceptable.

» Karen spoke about a meeting she had with Deborah Linnell from the
van Beuren Charitable Foundation. She and Deborah discussed the
support the Foundation has given the Tree Commission for several
years. Deborah was interested in our plans for the Town Center.
Karen told her the State and Town have not yet accepted an actual
site plan, but the Commission would be interested in helping plan for
open recreational areas and plantings to allow for the enjoyment of
this very visible open space in a very busy, congested area of
Middletown. Deborah said she felt the Foundation would be very
supportive of this and we should contact them once plans have been

finalized.



Respectfully submitted,
Karen Day, Chair



