Middletown Tree Commission
Minutes
May 30, 2013

Attending: Paul LaMond, BJ Northup-Owen, Bill DiMarco, Karen Day,
Tom O’Loughlin, Alan Kirby. Also attending Jim Nash

Finances:
* There is no news at this point about new applications for the

America-the-Beautiful grant.

Old Business:

* TJ Brown and Kinder were contacted about giving us an estimate of
the cost for our selected species for our planting program. TJ Brown
gave us a price of $570 for each species. Kinder has asked for a little
more time to provide an estimate of cost, as they are quite busy right
now.

« Six out of the eight trees at the soccer field we were concerned
about have died. They appear to have been injured by a weed
trimmer. We have purchased 8 trees from Hoogendorn Nurseries for
$250 and Public Works has agreed to plant them.

« Our Maintenance Program in the Spruce Ave neighborhood has
started. Alan visited the site and they had been working for 3 days.
We are not sure if they have finished yet.

* Bill contacted the State Tree Steward and will talk to him about a



free i-tree program and software we may be able to use to map our
trees in Middletown.

« The Planning Board will meet at the Sachuest Way property to
review the site on Friday, May 31st. It will be an observation visit
only. We are still concerned about the lack of street trees and will
notify the Planning Board again.

» Paul reported we have paid $2000 to Moore Blooms for the 40 trees
they have sold so far for our Tree Planting Incentive Program. We
have not yet heard from Chaves Nurseries about how many trees they
have sold.

« The Aquidneck Highlands site was discussed. Paul and Alan have
toured the site and have concerns about how many trees the
developer would like to remove inside the wall. We would like them
to keep some of the trees as a screen and use the money budgeted
for landscaping that area to increase the number of street trees. Tom,
Paul, and Alan will walk the site and mark the trees we would like to
see remain. There is a new plan for this development which will be
sent to the Planning Board for review shortly. The plan should be

shared with the Tree Commission to review the landscaping proposal.

New Business:

« Tom told the Commission of a homeowner on Hemlock Drive who
would like to remove a tree in order to install a driveway. There is no
other location in which he can plant a replacement tree. It was

suggested he pay the Tree Commission a fee to be used for tree



planting in some other location in the Town. An amount of $400 was
suggested.

« Tom suggested locations for tree planting. They include Maple
Avenue and Boulevard where a homeowner would like to remove
some trees and would like to have pin oak replanted.

« Jim Nash and Bill DiMarco presented a Powerpoint presentation of
photographs of trees in spring around Middletown. Jim had
volunteered his time as photographer. The members enjoyed the
presentation and Paul suggested some of the photographs could be
displayed at the library and Town Hall. Tom will contact the Town IT
person about using some of them on the Town website. In addition,

they could be used for grant applications or brochures.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Day, Secretary



