
Middletown Tree Commission

Meeting February 28, 2013

Minutes

Attending:  Paul LaMond, Chuck DiTucci, Bill DiMarco, Alan Kirby,

Karen Day

Finances:

•	Currently have approximately $20,000 in our account.

•	Bruce Patton from the DEM called and said our the

America-the-Beautiful Grant check ($3,000) will be sent out shortly. 

They will not be coming to the area and survey our tree planting

program this year.

Old Business:

•	We received 2 bids for our Tree Maintenance Program.  It was

decided to accept the bid from Samuel Kinder & Brother for $261

each tree.  If we contribute $1,000 from our budget, in addition to our

van Beuren Trust award, we could give 15 trees attention.  Alan will

meet with people from Kinder and identify the 15 trees which require

the most attention in the Spruce Avenue area.

•	We discussed the fact we only had 2 bidders for our program.  Ideas

to increase participation included notifying members of the Rhode

Island Nursery and Landscape Association specifically and including

information on the Town website.



•	The Homeowners’ Association of Island Drive has requested 7 trees;

3 red maples, 3 Princeton elm, and 1 pin oak.  We will contribute

$1500 and the Homeowners’ Association will also contribute $1500. 

The Association will mark the appropriate locations.

•	Paul presented the suggested change to the Tree Ordinance to the

Town Council.  Mr. Miller, the Town Solicitor had some concerns

about the wording.  He will do some further study.  

New Business:

•	We discussed potential locations for tree planting.  Members made

various suggestions.  They included:

o	Mitchell Lane near the farm.

o	Sears/Cardi front location.

o	Boulevard has many older trees reaching their life span

expectation.  It might be an area for planting before the trees die and

reduce the effect on the area, if it is possible.  There may be some

constraints when selecting a location for planting.

o	Wapping Road also has older trees.

o	1 Circle Drive has space for 2 trees.

o	The area near the Middletown Historical Society property near

Paradise/Prospect area has many trees that require maintenance.

•	Bill contacted the representatives for the Open Tree Mapping

program.  They said it would cost approximately $40,000.  We would

need to partner with someone.  Bill suggested we contact the Rhode



Island Tree Council about partnering with them and perhaps

including others in the State.  Bill said he would get in touch with his

contact in the organization.

•	Paul informed the group that the Aquidneck Land Trust has a

program for neighborhood improvements.  It was agreed we would

request funding for fruit trees for the community garden near the

library.  

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Day, Secretary


