
Middletown Tree Commission Minutes

April 5, 2012

Attending:  Paul LaMond, Bill DiMarco, Bob Johnson, Alan Kirby, Tom

O’Loughlin, and Karen Day

Finances:

•	America-the-Beautiful grant check arrived ($3600).  Funding for the

grant next year is in question so there will be no opportunity for a

grant request for next year at this time.

•	Matt Largess completed his maintenance work and was paid ($800)

and Kinder will finish shortly.

•	The Van Beuren Charitable Trust has begun an early request

program.  We will make a request by May 1st and the Trust will meet

in May to review the requests and grantees will be notified earlier

than the usual October deadline.

Old Business:

•	Dick Adams from the Island Drive Homeowners Association emailed

Paul to say they will share the cost of 5 or 6 trees.  They will stake the

locations and we will hire Kinder to plant them.  He feels he can do it

within 5 weeks.

•	The trees the homeowner requested permission to remove on

Wapping Road have been removed by Nationalgrid.

•	Bill DiMarco reviewed the possibility of amending our Tree



Ordinance to include giving us the ability to plant trees on private

property with the permission of the owner.  He told us of legislation

passed in 2010 which allows trees to be planted within 20 feet of a

right-of-way, with the permission of the owner.  This legislation gives

us what we need.  Bill suggests a small change in the wording of the

ordinance should be enough.  He will share his thoughts by email

with the members.

•	Bob Johnson reviewed material about becoming a Tree City

designated location.  He shared the benefits of the program and it

was decided we would pursue the designation. We would need to

have an Arbor Day observance and a Town Proclamation. 

New Business:

•	A homeowner on Beacon Street has requested trees to block off the

commercial area on West Main Road.  There are some wires and we

may need a specific species to fit the area.  It was decided to have

Alan survey the area and suggest species and we would ask Kinder

to plant them when he planted the trees in the Island Drive area. 

Other areas on Beacon Street were mentioned as a potential site for

tree planting in the future. Tom mentioned the new hotel being

planned for the Race St. area in the same neighborhood which will

also require trees. The neighborhood will be considered for planting

and the hotel plans will need to include trees.

 

•	Bill DiMarco suggested the possibility of creating a data base of the

trees we have planted in the past and to continue to add to the data



base.  Tom suggested perhaps we could include it in the GPS

mapping work currently being done by the Town.  Alan will bring the

list of trees he has of the trees we have planted and we will begin to

discuss ways this could be done.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Day, Secretary


