
Minutes

Middletown Tree Commission

February 23, 2012

Attending:  Paul LaMond, Bob Johnson, Bill DiMarco, Alan Kirby, Tom

O’Loughlin, and Karen Day .  Also attending: Dick Adams and Joan

Hitchcock

Finances:

•	We currently have $14, 893 which does not include the

America-the-Beautiful grant ($3500).

Old Business:

•	We opened bids for our Maintenance Program.  They were received

from Samuel Kinder and Brother, TJ Brown, and Matthew Largess. 

The Commission awarded the bid for maintenance of Carriage Trail

(16 pears and lindens) at a cost of $50 for each tree to Matthew

Largess and the maintenance of 8 mature oaks on Oak Street to

Samuel Kinder and Brother, Inc.

•	Dick Adams from the Island Drive Homeowner’s Association and

discussed the possibility of partnering with the Tree Commission and

replace the Bradford Pears planted in the development with a variety

of other species which may provide a canopy.  We would share the

cost and arrange the planting.  We would replace the pears as the

pears are damaged or die.  There are about 5 trees which would need

to be replaced now.  The owners are interested in acer rubrum (red



sunset maple).  The Commission will include these trees during our

next planting period.  

New Business:

•	Joan Hitchcock who lives on Wapping Road, near Riverview came to

the Commission to ask for permission for Nationalgrid’s arborist to

remove some Norway Maples that have been trimmed severely and

she feels are no longer healthy. Alan will look at the trees and decide

what should be done.

•	The DEM representative came to inspect the work we had done

before they issue the grant check.  During his time here, he discussed

the advantages of becoming a Tree City USA member.  Bob Johnson

will review the criteria and discuss the program with him and make a

recommendation to the full Commission during our next meeting.  

•	A discussion was also held about including planting of trees on

private property if space is not available for planting on public land. 

A few cities and towns have amended their tree ordinance to allow

this.  The DEM representative will send a copy of the difference

ordinances to Paul and he will forward them to Bill who will review

them and make recommendation to the Commission at the next

meeting.

•	Bob Johnson attended a meeting of the Open Space and Field

Commission and they expressed concerns about vines invading

some trees outside the wall at Demory Park.  Tom said he would look

at the trees and have the Public Works employees cut the vines at the

ground and pull them out of the trees.  



•	Paul will be requesting a grant of $600 from the Aquidneck Island

Land Trust for replacement of bushes at the library under their

Neighborhood Grant program.  The Tree Commission will act as the

Community Agency.  

•	It was decided to change our next meeting to April 5th, instead of

the last Thursday in March.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Day, Secretary


