Town of Middletown
Planning Department

350 East Main Rd., Middletown RI 02842 (401) 849-4027

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES

APRIL 20, 2015
Town Council Chambers, 350 East Main Rd., Middletown, RI

Special Meeting - Joint Meeting with the Middletown Town Council

Planning Board members present: Town Staff Present:

Betty Jane Owen

Charlene Rose-Cirillo Ron Wolanski, Planning Director
Matthew Sullivan Peter Regan, Town Solicitor

John Ciummo Alison Ring, Principal Planner

Art Weber Shawn Brown, Town Administrator
Jan Eckhart Wendy Marshall, Town Clerk

Paul Croce

Town Councilors present:

Robert Sylvia, President Antone Viveiros (Absent)
Robert Kempenaar, Vice President

Theresa Santos

Barbara VonVillas

Paul Rodriques

Henry Lombardi

The meeting was called to order by Town Council President Robert Sylvia at 6:00pm.

Mr. Wolanski summarized the purpose of the meeting, to discuss implementation priorities for
the newly adopted Comprehensive Community Plan, and reviewed the list of zoning items
summarized in his memo. President Sylvia read comment from Councilor Viveiros regarding his
concern that the adopted plan does not prohibit large-scale retail buildings on the Rhode Island
Nurseries and adjacent properties along West Main Road. Mr. Weber said that although the
plan does not expressly prohibit big box retail, the town can make current regulations more
restrictive. Mr. Weber said the Planning Board has some thoughts on prioritizes and could
provide their suggested implementation program to the Council. President Sylvia said he would
welcome feedback from the Planning Board and suggested they provide a memo with
recommendation on implementation priorities. Councilor Rodrigues offered his priorities as the
following: bulk zoning, traffic study for the West Main / Coddington Redevelopment, affordable
senior housing, financial impact study on abutters of the proposed rural village district. It was
agreed that the Planning Board would have memo prepared for the Council's June 1st meeting.

Respectfully Submitted:
Alison Ring
Principal Planner
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