
PLANNING BOARD MINUTES

FEBRUARY 26, 2014

Council Chambers, 350 East Main Rd., Middletown, RI

Board members present:	

Gladys Lavine, Chair	

Betty Jane Owen					Ron Wolanski, Planning Director		

Matthew Sullivan					Russ Jackson, Assistant Town Solicitor

Pete Marnane

John Ciummo

Arthur Weber

The meeting was called to order by Ms. Lavine at 6:00pm.

1.	Public Hearing – Peter Gallipeau, Proposed 12 lot Major

Subdivision, Bailey Ave. & Sachuest Drive, Plat 126, Lot 4, Request

for combined Preliminary & Final Plan approval.

2.	Consideration of application for Peter Gallipeau, Proposed 12 lot

Major Subdivision, Bailey Ave. & Sachuest Drive, Plat 126, Lot 4,

Request for combined Preliminary & Final Plan approval.

The applicant for the two agenda items was represented by Attorney

David Martland. Attorney Vernon Gorton represented the Paradise

Valley Homeowners Association.

Mr. Wolanski stated that the solicitor had identified a procedural

issue regarding the status of the current public hearing which



remains open after several months of continuances.

Mr. Jackson stated that based on his research, only those members

of the planning board present at the time the hearing was first opened

would be eligible to deliberate and vote on the subject application,

and a majority of the current board would have to vote in the

affirmative for the application to be approved. Since only four of the

current planning board members were on the board when the hearing

was first opened, all four must be present in order to constitute a

quorum for purposes of hearing the case, and all four would have to

vote in the affirmative to approve the application. He noted that since

one of these four members was not present, the quorum was not

reached to allow the board to do any business regarding the

application. He advised the board that the matter should be continued

to a future date. He also recommended that given the amount of time

that has passed since the hearing was first opened, the likely change

of ownership of some of the abutting parcels, and the difficulty there

may be in achieving a quorum to hear and vote on the case, the board

should consider closing the current hearing without taking action and

without prejudice regarding the application, and open a new hearing

after proper notice to abutters and advertising is completed. This

would allow the entire current board to participate in the review of the

application, and limit the potential problem of achieving a quorum. It

would also ensure that all current abutters are notified of the

application.

The board agreed to schedule a special meeting to continue

discussion of this matter for April 2, 2014 at 6pm. The board



requested that Mr. Wolanski advertise and notify abutters of the

public hearing to be held at that time. During that meeting the board

will also consider taking action to close the current public hearing.

Motion by Mr. Marnane, seconded by Ms. Owen, to continue the

matter to the special meeting on Wednesday, April 2, 2014 at 6pm.

Vote: 6-0-0.

Meeting adjourned at 6:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted:

Ronald Wolanski

Planning Director


