Middletown Open Space & Fields Committee
Minutes of Meeting
April 15, 2015

A meeting of the Middletown Open Space & Fields Committee
convened on Wednesday, April 15, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. at Linden Park,
141 West Main Road, Middletown. The meeting continued at Howland
Park, located at the intersection of Mitchells Lane, Wapping Road,
and Third Beach Road in Middletown. The meeting was called to

order by Mason Hawes, Chairman

Member Present: lan Clemmey, Mark Donahue, Mason Hawes, David
Kirchner, Austin Prendergast, Mike Richards and Ralph Thomas
Members Absent: Cheryl Boergesson, Lisa Cinquegrana and Nick
Coogan

Ex-officio Members:

Present: Matt Sullivan, Planning Board Liaison; Robert Johnson,
Conservation Commission Liaison

Absent: Robert Kempenaar, Town Council Liaison;

Town Officials: Present: Will Cronin

Others Present: Thomas Welch (Park Steward, Albro Woods); Ed

Sisk (Park Steward, Demery Park); Jason Evans (observer)

Agenda

Review of Minutes:



The minutes of the March 18 meeting were reviewed and approved.

Old Business:

* Properties Updates.

o Tibbets Recreation/Boulevard/Albro Woods Recreation Facility
Update. Volunteers were requested to attend Saturday's trolley tour
of Middletown's recreation areas, with a request that they advise the

committee what occurred at May's meeting.

o The Valley Trails. Town officials had a preliminary meeting with the
Department of Environmental Management, but no application has

been submitted to date.

o0 Other Parks. The committee toured Linden and Howland Parks to
familiarize the members with those two parks and to note any
concerns with the conditions. The two principal deficiencies
observed were the condition of the boards at the roller hockey rink at
Howland Park and the stone wall paralleling West Main Road at

Linden Park. There were two safety concerns noted:

(1) The absence of an adequate fence between the playing field at
Linden Park and West Main Road. Although there is the low stone

fence, the concern that a person chasing a ball could easily cross



that fence and enter the traffic on West Main Road.
(2) The width of the cracks in the basketball court and the roller
hockey rink, particularly the latter, where it was felt that a skate

roller could actually become stuck in a crack.

e Earth Day. No updates

New Business:

* Proposed Agenda Items for May Meeting.
o Properties Updates

&#61607; Report on Trolley Bus Tour
&#61607; The Valley Trails

&#61607; Other Parks

o Earth Day Review

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM. The next meeting
will be on Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at 5:30 PM in the Community
Room of the Middletown Police Station, 123 Valley Road, Middletown,
Rhode Island.

Ralph Thomas

Recording Secretary



