Middletown Open Space & Fields Committee
Minutes of Meeting
July 16, 2014

A meeting of the Open Space & Fields Committee took place on
Wednesday, July 16, at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the
Middletown Police Station, Middletown, Rhode Island. The meeting

was called to order by Mason Hawes, Chairman

Member Present. Lisa Cinquegrana, Nicholas Coogan, David
Kirchner, and Ralph Thomas

Members Absent: Austin Prendergast, Cheryl Boergesson, Mike
Richards and Ed Sisk

Ex-officio Members:

Present. Robert Johnson, Conservation Commission; Matt Sullivan,
Planning Board Liaison

Town Officials: Present: Dick Adams, Town Council Liaison; Will
Cronin

Others Present: None

Agenda

The minutes of the May 21 meeting were reviewed and, after

amendment, approved.

Old Business:



« Town Memorial Policy. No action on updating of the memorial
policy by the Town administration has been taken for some time. It
was decided to remove this as an agenda item until a draft is received
to review.

* Properties Updates.

o Planning for Boulevard/Tibbets Recreation Facility. A draft master
plan has been prepared by the Steering Committee with a meeting
scheduled on July 28 to receive public comments. It was noted that
the conservation easement placed on the property at the time of
purchase contemplated that it would be used for active recreation,
but that the placement of athletic fields and associated facilities was
designed to fit in with the existing stonewalls. The fact that it would
be used for active recreation was well publicized at the time of the
property's acquisition.

0 The Valley Trails. The RI Department of Environmental Management
(DEM) has denied a second grant request for the construction of
trails. The Town staff is working with DEM to find out why the grant
was denied so that corrections can be made in the next application.
There has been an indication that the van Beuren Trust might be
willing to assist with the cost of tree plantings in the Valley.

o Other Parks. No updates.

» Purgatory Walkway/Vista Improvement Update. Still awaiting state
action.

« Park Visits. It was decided that the regularly scheduled August

meeting would be held at the Valley instead of the Community Room



at the Police Station.

« Earth Day. In 2015, there is a need to work at getting public and
private schools onboard and involved in Earth Day activities, and to
get businesses to take responsibility for organizing and carrying out
specific projects.

« Workshop on Revisions to the Open Space and Recreation
Acquisition Policy Document. Ralph presented draft documents for
review based on the discussions at the May meeting. After a brief

review of those, further discussion was deferred to a later meeting.

New Business:

* Proposed Agenda Items for August Meeting.

o Properties Updates

&#61607; Tibbets/Boulevard Steering Committee
&#61607; The Valley Trails

&#61607; Other Parks.

o Purgatory Walkway Update

o Park Visits

0 Revisions to the Open Space and Recreation Policy Document

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM. The next meeting
will be on Wednesday, August 20 at 5:30 PM near the Valley property
located between Valley Road and High Street in Middletown. Parking

will be on O’Neill Boulevard in the lot behind the buildings on the



south side of Aquidneck Shopping Center.

Ralph Thomas

Recording Secretary



