
Middletown Open Space & Fields Committee

Minutes of Meeting

May 15, 2013

A meeting of the Open Space & Fields Committee took place on

Wednesday, May 15, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the

Middletown Police Station, Middletown, Rhode Island.  The meeting

was called to order by Mason Hawes, Chairman

Member Present: Nicholas Coogan, Mike Richards, and Ralph

Thomas

Members Absent:  Barbara Barrow, Cheryl Boergesson, Austin

Prendergast, and Ed Sisk

Ex-officio Members:

	Present: Matt Sullivan, Planning Board Liaison          

Town Officials: Will Cronin

Others Present:  George Barcus

In the absence of a quorum, the meeting was limited to the sharing of

information.

Agenda

The April minutes were reviewed and no corrections were required.

Old Business:



•	Will Cronin. Will has replaced Tim Shaw as the committee's liaison

with the Town government.

•	Earth Day After Action Wrap Up. It continued to be the view that

more youth and parents would be participating if we did not schedule

the Earth Day program during the 10 days of public school vacation

in the future.

•	Purgatory Chasm Walkway/Scenic Vista Update.  No discussion.

•	Exploration of Beach Conservation.  The ad hoc committee will

examine/explore the possibility of perpetual conservation of the

beach property and report back to the OS&F Committee.  Barbara

Barrow will serve as chairman; Nick Coogan will also serve on the

committee.  There was a discussion of possible membership by

representatives of other Town committees and departments and

participation in the committee process by local elected officials,

representatives of the Aquidneck Land Trust and the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service.

•	Standards for Park and Memorial Benches, Location and Type.  No

discussion.

•	Town Memorial Policy.  Awaiting input from Tree and Beach

Commissions.

•	Park Surveys.  The surveys will be reviewed at the next meeting.

•	Properties Updates.

o	Planning for Tibbets/Boulevard Sustainable Use.  The request for

proposals to establish recreation facilities on the property are due out

later this month.  The conservation agreement with the Aquidneck



Land Trust permits a variety of facilities.

o	The Valley—Moving Forward.  The grant applications requesting

funds to develop trails at the Valley and Paradise Valley Park were

denied.

o	Other Parks.  No updates available

•	Beach Facility Advisory Committee Report.  It is likely that the

committee will recommend renovation of the existing facility vice

razing and replacement for a variety of reasons, including cost and

avoiding application of regulations that would come into play with

new construction.  The committee will also likely recommend that an

increased percentage of the revenue from use of the beach be

reserved for expenditure at the beach.

New Business:

•	Ghost Bikes. Mason Hawes recommended that the committee leave

any action to the town council. A survey soliciting opinions could be

conducted on the website. 

Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.  The next meeting

will be on Wednesday, June 19, 2013 at 5:30 PM in the Community

Room at the Middletown Police Station, 123 Valley Road, Middletown.

Mason Hawes

Chairman


