
Middletown Economic Development Advisory Committee  
Wednesday, June 10, 2015, 4:30 pm 

Middletown Town Hall, Town Council Chambers 
 
Members Present: 
John Bagwill 
Joseph A. Cirillo 
Nick Coogan 
Liana Ferreira Fenton 
Rocky Kempenaar, Town Council 
Tom Kowalczyk 
David Lepore 
Robert M. Silva, Chairman 
Barbara VonVillas, Town Council 
Ron Wolanski, Town Planner 

Member absent: 
Jody Sullivan, Newport County Chamber of Commerce 

 

 The meeting was called to order by Mr. Silva at 4:30pm 
 
1. Discussion of state and local economic development efforts with Keith Stokes 

President of Economic Development & Planning for the Mayforth Group. 

Mr. Silva introduced Mr. Stokes and invited him to provide his presentation. 

Mr. Stokes review some of the economic development activities at the state level. He 
noted that the former EDC has been reorganized and renamed to Commerce RI. 
Additional funding is expected to reach the organization allowing for 15-20 new staff 
FTEs. 

Mr. Stokes discussed the opportunity the town has with the proposed development of 
the Coddington/West Main Development Center Master Plan. Given the local and 
state support of growth center development, funding may be available to assist with 
infrastructure and other needs, including potential HUB section 108 loans. The Town 
should also continue to pursue establishment of a state enterprise zone in the area. 

Mr. Wolanski noted that the necessary legislation is in place, but partnering with 
Newport would be required in order for the proposed enterprise zone to meet 
minimum demographic requirements and gain state approval. The Town continues to 
seek Newport's participation in a joint effort that would benefit both municipalities. 

Mr. Stokes suggested the town consider conducting an RFQ process to solicit 
developer interest in the West Main/Coddington Center, and better refine a plan of 
development, which is needed to secure funding. He also discussed the need for an 
zoning overlay district to control development in that are of town. Mr. Stokes offered 
to provide MEDAC a rough recommended work plan for moving the process forward. 

The committee thanked Mr. Stokes for his insights. 

2. Approval of the minutes of the May 13, 2015 MEDAC meeting. 



Motion by Mr. Kowalczyk, seconded by Mr. Silva, to approve the May 13, 2015 
MEDAC minutes. Vote: 10-0-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:45pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Ronald M. Wolanski, Town Planner 
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