
Middletown Economic Development Advisory Committee  
Wednesday, March 11, 2015, 4:30 pm 

Middletown Town Hall, Town Council Chambers 
 
Members Present: 
John Bagwill 
Joseph A. Cirillo 
Nick Coogan 
Liana Ferreira Fenton 
Tom Kowalczyk 
Jody Sullivan, Newport County Chamber 
Barbara VonVillas, Town Council 
Ron Wolanski, Town Planner 

Members absent: 
Rocky Kempenaar, Town Council 
David Lepore 
Robert M. Silva, Chairman 

 

 The meeting was called to order by Mr. Cirillo at 4:30pm 
 

1. Election of committee officers for 2015.  

Due to the absence of the chairman, by consensus this matter was continued to the 
April  MEDAC meeting. 

2. Approval of the minutes of the February 11, 2015 MEDAC meeting. 

Motion by Mr. Kowalczyk, seconded by Mr. Coogan, to approve the minutes of the 
January 13, 2015 MEDAC meeting. Vote: 7-0-0. 

3. Discussion with local business executives regarding local economic development 
attributes and concerns. 

Mr. Wolanski stated that there are ongoing efforts to contact CEO's of local 
businesses to invite them to meet with MEDAC.  

4. Update on status of regional economic development efforts. 

Ms. Sullivan provided an update on the status of the work by the consultant, TIP 
Strategies. They have met with local and state officials to update them and gather 
input. Funding is being sought from the towns and grants to establish the office. 
Copies of TIP's economic assessment report will be distributed to MEDAC members. 

5. Discussion of MEDAC action plan. 

Mr. Wolanski distributed copies of the implementation table from the economic 
development element of the newly adopted Middletown Comprehensive Plan. 



There was discussion of the business outreach and regional economic development 
efforts as being important action items. 

Mr. Bagwill stated that the committee should also continue to play a role in the 
ongoing discussion of broadband internet access. 

Mr. Wolanski distributed copies of the recently release report of Broadband RI: 
Aquidneck Island Broadband Analysis and Recommendations, dated January 2015. 
The report indicates that the Island is underserved with affordable high speed 
internet compared to other parts of the state. 

There was discussion of MEDAC hosting a meeting of those from around the Island 
interested in the issue to review the findings of the report. It was decided that the 
committee will first invite Matt Wainwright to the next MEDAC meeting to discuss his 
impressions of the report, before considering convening a larger meeting. 

Mr. Kowalczyk provided information on the concept of promoting the use of existing 
databases, such as Social Security data, to better communicate with citizens, such 
as for public safety, resiliency, and Homeland Security related concerns. 

Ms. Sullivan suggested that there could be a role for the committee to play in 
continued implementation of the Atlantic Beach District Master Plan. Mr. Wolanski 
stated that some of the intersection improvements appear to moving forward with 
RIDOT. The plan also calls for creation of a business association, which the MEDAC 
might be able to help to facilitate. The committee agreed to add this idea to the next 
agenda for further discussion. 

 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Ronald M. Wolanski, Town Planner 
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