Middletown Economic Development Advisory Committee
Wednesday, February 11, 2015, 4:30 pm
Middletown Town Hall, Town Council Chambers

Members Present:

John Bagwiill

Joseph A. Cirillo

Nick Coogan

Liana Ferreira Fenton

Tom Kowalczyk

David Lepore

Jody Sullivan, Newport County Chamber
Ron Wolanski, Town Planner

Members absent:

Robert M. Silva, Chairman
Rocky Kempenaar, Town Council
Barbara VonVillas, Town Council

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Cirillo at 4:30pm

1. Approval of the minutes of the January 13, 2015 MEDAC meeting.

Motion by Ms. Fenton, seconded by Mr. Coogan, to approve the minutes of the
January 13, 2015 MEDAC meeting. Vote: 7-0-0.

2. Update on status of regional economic development efforts.

Ms. Sullivan provided an update on the status of the work by the consultant, TIP
Strategies, to develop a plan for regional economic develop. TIP will be in town on
Feb. 25th and 26th to meet with local stakeholders.

3. Discussion of MEDAC action plan.

Mr. Wolanski referred members to the draft comprehensive plan economic
development element. He reviewed some of the action items, including
recommendations regarding the town's incentive programs. Other potential tasks
were discussed. Mr. Kowalczyk suggested that MEDAC could host an educational
session on recent developments in database access, and possible implications for
economic development efforts. Mr. Bagwill suggested that it would useful to discuss
with leaders in local companies the reasons that they have chosen to locate in
Middletown, and get insight on issues affecting their business that the Town might be
able to assist with.

Mr. Kowalczyk offered to provide more information on his concept for an education
session on data access. Mr. Bagwill offered to contact KVH to invite their CEO to a
future MEDAC meeting. Mr. Lepore offered to contact Embrace Home Loans to do
the same.



There was discussion of a recent article in the Newport Dailey News about the
Newport Regional Career Tech Center. Members expressed surprise that the center
offers some of the needed training opportunities discussed recently with a local
contractor. Ms. Fenton noted that the center is not promoted outside of Newport due
to funding considerations for the other school districts. Tuition would have to be paid
by the districts to send students to the center. It was suggested that the head of the
center be invited to attend an upcoming MEDAC meeting to discuss what the center
offers to students. Mr. Wolanski will offer an invitation.

Ms. Fenton offered to keep the committee informed of career pathways efforts being
undertaken at the state level and elsewhere.
The meeting adjourned at 5:35pm.

Respectfully submitted
Ronald M. Wolanski, Town Planner
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