Middletown Economic Development Advisory Committee
Tuesday, January 13, 2015, 4:30 pm
Middletown Town Hall, Town Council Chambers

Members Present:

John Bagwiill

Joseph A. Cirillo

Liana Ferreira Fenton

Tom Kowalczyk

David Lepore

Robert M. Silva, Chairman

Jody Sullivan, Newport County Chamber
Barbara VonVillas, Town Council

Ron Wolanski, Town Planner

Members absent:
Nick Coogan
Rocky Kempenaar, Town Council

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Silva at 4:30pm

1. Approval of the minutes of the December 9, 2014 MEDAC meeting.

Motion by Ms. Von Villas, seconded by Mr. Silva, to approve the minutes of the
November 12, 2014 meeting. Vote: 8-0-0.

2. Presentations and discussion regarding broadband internet access on
Aquidneck Island.

Mr. Silva recognized representatives from the Portsmouth EDC and others in
attendance. He introduced Matt Wainwright, IT Director for the Town of Middletown,
who provided a presentation describing broadband technology and the current status
of service on the Island.

Naomi Neville, Newport City Council, described her efforts over the past few years to
bring fiber-optic internet access to the Island.

There was discussion of the OSHEAN network that serves institutional users on the
Island.

Thom Guertin, Chief Digital Office for the State of Rhode Island, stated that his
office, Broadband R, is completing a report on broadband access that will be
available at the end of January. They are conducting studies of Aquidneck Island and
Block Island.

Ron Corriveau provided a summary presentation on internet adoption and costs.

Jack Maytum, of WideOpen Aquidneck & Aquidneck Broadband LLC, described his
company's efforts to provide an open fiber network that will be available for use by
various service providers. (website: www.wideopenaquidneck.net)

Jennifer Bramley, Cox Communications, stated that Cox has a fiber network on the
island. Cox installed the OSHEAN network and the Cox network in the same



locations. Access to broadband and fiber is currently available to businesses from
Cox. Cox will be rolling out fiber to residential consumers in 2016.

There was discussion of the cost of access to the fiber network for business
customers. Some expressed concern that current options for connecting to fiber are
not cost effective for small businesses.

Mr. Silva thanked the presenters and others in attendance. MEDAC is willing to host
a follow-up meeting following the release of the report being prepared by Broadband
RI.

The meeting adjourned at 6:00pm.

Respectfully submitted
Ronald M. Wolanski, Town Planner
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