Middletown Economic Development Advisory Committee
Tuesday, December 9, 2014, 4:.30 pm

Middletown Town Hall, 2nd Floor Conference Room

Members Present:

John Bagwill

Nick Coogan

Liana Ferreira Fenton

Robert M. Silva, Chairman
Barbara VonVillas, Town Council
Ron Wolanski, Town Planner
Members absent:

Joseph A. Cirillo

Tom Kowalczyk

Jody Sullivan, Newport County Chamber

Rocky Kempenaar, Town Council

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Silva at 4:30pm

1. Discussion with representative from Kirby Perkins Construction
regarding employment and training opportunities and needs in the
building trades.

Mr. Silva introduced Tom Perkins, owner of Kirby-Perkins builders.
Mr. Perkins and the committee discussed the need for vocational
education in local schools. In the past workers coming from high

school vocational programs were ready to start work. That pathway to



a career no longer exists. Mr. Perkins suggested that efforts to
reinstitute vocational education be undertaken. A large room and
outdoor space would be needed, perhaps, utilizing vacant industrial
space. Donations of tool kits could be sought. He recommended that
the town provide links to certified local tradesmen on its website.
State and federal officials should be petition to proved required OSHA
training at no cost to contractors.

2. Approval of the minutes of the November 12, 2014 MEDAC meeting.
Motion by Ms. Fenton, seconded by Mr. Silva, to approve the minutes
of the November 12, 2014 meeting. Vote: 6-0-0.

3. Discussion of site selector's checklist

Mr. Bagwill stated that he provided the checklist as an example of
how companies select locations for their businesses. The town
should be aware of these considerations.

4. Update on status of regional economic development efforts.

Mr. Wolanski stated that Mr. Brown has advised that the consultant
hired by the Chamber of Commerce to develop the plan for a regional
economic development office has not yet scheduled a time to meet
with MEDAC.

5. Discussion of MEDAC action plan.

Committee members were asked to review the draft comprehensive
plan economic development element to identify items that should be
included in its action plan. This will be discussed at future meeting.
6. Broadband Internet

The committee was reminded that the January 13, 2015 MEDAC

meeting will focus on discussion of broadband internet access on



Aquidneck Island. Middletown IT director Matt Wainwright and
representatives from Aquidneck Island Broadband Project will
provide presentations. Bill Clark and Paul Carroll, economic
development staff from Portsmouth and Newport respectively, will be

invited.
7. Other business

Mr. Wolanski updated the committee on the status of the process to
transfer surplus Navy land to the Town.

The meeting adjourned at 5:20pm.

Respectfully submitted

Ronald M. Wolanski, Town Planner



