
Middletown Economic Development Advisory Committee  
Wednesday, November 12, 2014, 4:30 pm 

Middletown Town Hall, 2nd Floor Conference Room 
 
Members Present: 
John Bagwill 
Joseph A. Cirillo, Vice Chairman 
Liana Ferreira Fenton 
Tom Kowalczyk 
Chris Semonelli, Town Council 
Robert M. Silva, Chairman 
Barbara VonVillas, Town Council 
Ron Wolanski, Town Planner 

Members absent: 
Nick Coogan 
Jody Sullivan, Newport County Chamber 

 
 The meeting was called to order by Mr. Silva at 4:35pm 
 
1. Discussion with representative from Kirby Perkins Construction regarding 

employment and training opportunities and needs in the building trades. 
Mr. Silva stated that Mr. Perkins was not able to attend due to another commitment 
that arose. He will be invited to attend a future meeting. 

2. Discussion of MEDAC charge and member quorum/voting requirements. 
Mr. Wolanski stated that according to Robert's Rules, ex-officio members are voting 
members of the committee, and should be counted toward the quorum. Mr. Brown 
confirmed that the Town Solicitor has issued the same opinion. There was 
discussion that perhaps the Town Council members sitting as ex-officio should not 
be voting members. That concern will have to be addressed by the Town Council as  
members are appointed as liaisons or ex-officio members to various town 
committees. 

There was discussion of the desire to develop a work plan for the committee. Mr. 
Wolanski will send members the draft comprehensive plan economic development 
element. It contains proposed economic development action items and could be a 
starting point for a MEDAC action plan. 

There was discussion of the need for broadband internet on the Island. By 
consensus the committee requested that Mr. Wolanski draft a memo to the Town 
Council recommending that the council receive a presentation on the importance of 
broadband internet access.  

 
3. Update on status of regional economic development efforts. 

Mr. Brown stated that he had attended a kick-off meeting with TIP, the consultant 
hired by the Chamber of Commerce to assist with creation of a regional economic 
development office. They will seek to meet with MEDAC early next year. 
 



4. Minutes of the October 8, 2014 MEDAC meeting 

Motion by Mr. Cirillo, seconded by Mr. Kowalczyk, to approve the October 8, 2014 
meeting minutes. Vote: 8-0-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:35pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Ronald M. Wolanski, Town Planner 
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