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 The meeting was called to order at 5pm

1.	Update -  Regional economic development proposal in cooperation

with the Newport County Chamber of Commerce and other county

municipalities.

Ms. Sullivan stated that the Middletown Town Council and Newport

have each approved $20,000 in funding to support the effort. The

Town's Portsmouth, Tiverton, and Bristol have contributed $2,000

each.

She stated that the next step will be to advertise the RFP for



consultant assistance, and form a committee to review proposals and

make a selection. Each of the contributing towns will be represented

on the selection committee.

2.	Update on efforts to provide improved broadband internet access

to Aquidneck Island.

Mr. Wolanski provided a summary of the regional effort led Matt

Wainwright to bring better broadband internet access to Aquidneck

Island.

3.	Discuss opportunities to capitalize on town/regional strengths to

attract businesses. (See letter and article provided by John Bagwill)

Mr. Bagwill review the contents of his letter to Mr. Wolanski dated

March 5, 2014 regarding a businessman who chose to relocate to

Newport. He stated that Newport, and Aquidneck Island offers a

quality of life that attracts business owners.

4.	Continued discussion of MEDAC priorities and work plan for 2014.

Mr. Wolanski requested that committee members review the MEDAC

charge prior to the next meeting, and think about specific action

steps that the committee could take to work towards addressing

these responsibilities.

The meeting adjourned at 6pm.

Respectfully submitted

Ronald M. Wolanski, Planning Director


