
Middletown Economic Development Advisory Committee  
Wednesday, October 8, 2014, 4:30 pm 

Middletown Town Hall, 2nd Floor Conference Room 
 
Members Present: 
John Bagwill 
Joseph A. Cirillo, Vice Chairman 
Nick Coogan 
Liana Ferreira Fenton 
Tom Kowalczyk 
Chris Semonelli, Town Council 
Barbara VonVillas, Town Council 
Ron Wolanski, Town Planner 

Members absent: 
Robert M. Silva, Chairman 
Jody Sullivan, Newport County Chamber 

 
 The meeting was called to order by Mr. Cirillo at 4:30pm 
 
1. Discussion with representative from Kirby Perkins Construction regarding 
employment and training opportunities and needs in the building trades. 
 
Mr. Wolanski stated that Mr. Perkins was not able to attend due to another commitment 
that arose. He will be invited to attend a future meeting. 
 
2. Update on status of regional economic development efforts. 
Mr. Wolanski stated that the Chamber of Commerce, with the help of a selection 
committee, has selected a firm to help develop a framework for a regional economic 
development office. The tasks include a review of current practices, consideration of 
organizational structure and staffing requirements, and funding options. 

3. Discussion of potential impacts of proposed Newport casino on local economic 
development efforts. 
Mr. Bagwill stated that he had done research on the impacts of casinos on economic 
development. He provided documentation regarding this issue. He requested that the 
MEDAC take action regarding this issue, such as sending a letter to the Town Council 
expressing concern over the proposed expansion of Newport Grand, and potential 
adverse impact on the Middletown economy. 

Mr. Cirillo stated that he had received an email from chairman Bob Silva recommending 
that action not be taken. 

Ms. Fenton also expressed reservations about the proposed action. What is the 
purpose? 

There was discussion about whether taking such action is within MEDAC's charge.  

Mr. Bagwill reviewed portions of the committee's charge and stated that he believed that 
providing such advice to the Town Council is included. 



Mr. Wolanski stated that he is not aware of anything to prohibit the committee from 
providing advice to the Town Council. 

There was discussion of possibly holding a special MEDAC meeting the following week 
in order to discuss further the possibility of providing a letter to the Town Council with the 
full committee. Several members indicated that they would be available for a special 
meeting on Tuesday, October 14th at 4pm. Mr. Wolanski was asked to confirm with 
everyone and post the meeting. 

A motion was made by Mr. Bagwill, seconded by Mr. Coogan, for the MEDAC to make a 
statement that the proposed expansion of Newport Grant as currently proposed by the 
developer is not an economic driver for Middletown. Vote: 3-2-3, with Mr. Bagwill, Mr. 
Coogan, and Mr. Kowalczyk voting in favor, and Mr. Cirillo and Ms. Fenton voting in 
opposition. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:45pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Ronald M. Wolanski, Town Planner 
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