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The meeting was called to order at 4:35pm

1. Discussion of regional economic development opportunities in
cooperation with the Newport County Chamber of Commerce and

other county municipalities.



Jody Sullivan provided a description of the proposal to provide
regional economic development expertise that would benefit the
participating communities, which have limited resources to devote to
such efforts. She reviewed the RFP for consultant services, which will
establish the framework and plan for sustainability for the effort
moving forward. Ms. Sullivan stated that she has commitments for
funding from four communities in the region: Newport, Portsmouth,
Tiverton, and Bristol. She has or will be making presentations to each
of the municipal councils. She would like to present the proposal and
seeking funding support from the Middletown Town Council in the
coming weeks.

There was discussion of the level of support from each community.
Newport and Middletown will be asked to contribute more than the
others due to their status as host of a significant portion of the
economic activity in the region. Funds from the communities with
satisfy the 33% match requirement for a grant the Chamber received
from the Van Beuren Foundation for this effort.

2. MEDAC recommendation to the Town Council regarding
participation in regional economic development efforts.

On a motion by Chairman Silva, seconded by Mr. Kowalczyk, the
committee voted to endorse the concept and to recommend to the
Town Council that the town participate in the proposed regional
economic development effort. Vote: 4-0-0.

Ms. Sullivan indicated that she would like to appear before the Town

Council in December or January.



The meeting adjourned at 5:20pm.

Respectfully submitted

Ronald M. Wolanski, Planning Director



