Town of Middletown

TownN HALL 350 EAST MAIN RoAD
MIDDLETOWN, RHODE ISLAND 02842

Minutes
Middletown, RI Conservation Commission Monday, April 14, 2014

Present: Gary Paquette, Chair; Peter Tarpgaard; Bob Johnson: David Huntoon
Absent: Paul Barrow

Guests: David Martland Esq. — Attorney for the Applicant; Lyn Small — Project
Manager

The meeting was called to order at 5:30pm. There being no previous meetings of the
Commission in 2014, a motion was entered to waive the reading of the minutes. The
motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Case 2014-01, Letter from the Alternate Building Official dated March 5, 2014
requesting an advisory opinion from the Conservation Commission regarding a petition
from Seaview Inn LLC (owns) — by their attorney David P. Martland, Esq — 100
Aquidneck Ave — Middletown, RI for a Special Use Permit from Section 1106 — for
permission to construct portions of hotel facility and related infrastructure improvements
in Zone of the Watershed Protection District pursuant to plans filed with the petition.
Said real estate located at 240 Aquidneck Ave, John Clarke Rd. and Valley Rd. and
further identified as Lots 1X, 5, 52, 54 & 55 on Tax Assessor’s Plat 115.

This project was first examined during an abortive meeting of the Commission at their
March meeting. Due to a lack of a quorum, the case was tabled until the April 14™
meeting. In the interim, the Conservation Commission, in conjunction with the Planning
Board, conducted a site visit at the project location with the assistance of Mr. Martland
and Ms. Small at which the applicants’ representatives described the project to the
combined boards and answered some of their questions.

During the April 14 meeting, the members of the Commission examined a full-size copy
of the plans in greater detail and asked additional questions. The vast majority of this
project with the exception of a small corner of the main building and a small parking lot
lie outside of the confines of Zone 1 of the Watershed Protection District and thus are
allowed under the zoning regulations by right. The Commission felt that the small
portion of the building located in Zone 1 was an insignificant issue and would contribute
very little to the overall impact of this project. The main concern of the Commission was
the method by which the applicant proposed to dispose of the stormwater runoff from the
parking area. The Project Manager explained that use would be made of the natural
grade of the land in question, aided by some man-made drainage structures to channel the
runoff from this area and several others into a vegetated stormwater treatment system
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The Commission was satisfied with the applicant’s explanation of the process and no
further issues were raised.

A motion was proposed by Peter Tarpgaard to recommend to the Zoning board that the
applicant’s application for a special use permit under section 1106 be approved providing
the applicant first received a favorable ruling from DEM on their Wetlands Modification
request. The motion was seconded by Robert Johnson and subsequently passed
unanimously.

There being no further business before the board, a motion to adjourn was put forth,
seconded and passed. The meeting adjourned at 6:10pm.
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