
Beach Commission Minutes- Meeting of 11/10/2015

Attending:  Rian Wilkinson, Bill Seiple, Dave Leys,  Charlene Cirillo,

John Ceglaski, Will Cronin, Tom O’Loughlin, Warren Hall, Theresa

Santos

1. Open Meeting 4:35

2. Approved Minutes of October 13, 2015-  No changes

3. Cross-over ramp reviews…General discussion

•	Walkways- It was agreed that extensive stairways would create

numerous access problems and would not be accepted by beach

patrons.  It was agreed that paths 6,7,8 and possibly, the campground

walk could be more easily adapted to a walkway system, similar to

the current ones.  Paths 1,2,3 would be more of a challenge, due to

their short lengths.  Will Cronin said that it might be possible to

reconsider the 12:1 formula to make for shorter walkways.

•	Due to the height of the dunes, walks would go, more, through the

dunes, rather than over…Similar to present walks.

•	The 350’access walkway, at the main building, would be eliminated. 

A smaller path, at a different location will be considered.

•	The walk from main building to the beach could, possibly, exit at an

area where the shower wall now stands.  That would allow a much

larger consolidation area, lessening congestion and improving

aesthetics.  Secondary paths could also branch off the main

cross-over paths.  They would be on beach level..possibly one on

either side of the main building walk. Showers could be moved from

their current problematic location to these 2 side auxiliary paths. 

This would add more showers and eliminate the congestion and



slippery conditions that are now common problems.

•	Dune history- John Ceglarski brought up the fact that prior to 1970,

there were, virtually, no dunes on the east (left side) of the beach. 

Volunteers collected Christmas trees and planted dune grass.  The

town also received a Ford Foundation grant and that began a more

comprehensive plan.  In the early 2000’s the main area, in front of the

building was planted and fenced.  At this time the town also

extensively fenced all the dunes and volunteers, especially from St

Georges School, erected and maintained winter fencing.  The result

was an incredible rise in the height of the dunes.  In some cases, the

dunes doubled or tripled in a very short time. This growth, ironically,

is the reason that creating “over the dune” walks is so difficult.

•	Tom O’Loughlin discussed various construction codes, present and

future, that make it so important for the town to construct a

continuous dune line.  The town’s effort in preserving the beach

could have positive implications when the town negotiates with state

and federal agencies concerning building additions and construction.

               It was suggested that the Beach Committee and town

representative should meet and come up with satisfactory solutions

to these up-coming changes.

 4. Building report- Rian reiterated that it is a very extensive report

and should be analyzed by the      town authorities.  In general, the

building is, structurally, sound, but will need extensive repairs in the

near future.

5.  Beach Revenue- the beach parking and contract revenues



(concession, surfing etc.), were over $1.6 million dollars- an all time

record.  Will reported that all contracts, except porta johns, would be

negotiated after the 2016 season.

Meeting adjourned 5:55.


