Beach Commission Minutes- Meeting of 01/13/2015

Attending: Rian Wilkinson, Henry Pine, John Ceglarski, Dave Leys,
Will Cronin, Dave McLaughlin, COA

Open Meeting 4:35

1- Approved minutes of 11/12/2014- no changes

2- Smoking Regulations- After discussion, the Beach Commission
voted, 3-1, to send a recommendation, to the town council, that
would prohibit smoking at the town’s beaches. Dave McLaughlin,
Clean Ocean Access, reported that cigarette butts are the most
common litter found on the beach. He also noted that second hand
smoke is an important consideration when considering a ban.
Newport is also in the process of reviewing their smoking
regulations. The main problem, with such a ban, is enforcement. All
agreed that this should not be the responsibility of the lifeguards. It
was hoped that a combination of signage and publicity would reduce
most enforcement situations.

3-Harbor Master Report- Steve Ponte was not able to attend and Rian
forwarded his report. The town collected over $10,000 in daily
mooring rentals, in addition to the seasonal mooring fees. Also, over
the past 5 years, there has been a 50% turn over in the seasonal
mooring rentals. This has allowed a constant upward movement on
the mooring waiting list.

4-Project List- There are significant long term improvements
scheduled for the beach area including: “rock” lot storm water
run-off, structural analysis of the Second Beach Building, Over-the

—dunes walkways, and removal of telephone poles. (see below NFW



iImprovements). Rian suggested adding a dune conservation study to
the list- Sandy, Carex, ragweed, and strong winds have resulted in
significant dune erosion. A large scale dune planting should be
considered in the near future. Rian also reported that All Island
Landscape has planted dune grass on path #8 and the area from #1 to
the NFW land. Approximately, 22,000 plants were planted. This area
was mostly areas affected by Carex.

5-Preview- meeting with NFW- National Fist Wildlife 02/10/15. Will
Cronin reported that NFW plans, in order to improve drainage, to
raise the level of the beach road from Peabody’'s Beach to the
campground, raise the Navy Beach parking lot and, enlarge the
culvert opening at the creek. There is , also, a plan to remove sand
from the creek and relocate it to another site. The Beach
Commission, in a fall meeting, recommended that any sand removed
from the creek be placed directly on the beach and not moved to any
other location. It is believed that the large scale sand removal, in the
past, has had a significant negative impact on the Navy Beach. This
past summer it was almost impossible, due to large piles of rocks, to
swim at Navy Beach from May to mid August.

6-Dune Plantings- Navy Beach. This past November, members of the
BC and MHS volunteers planted an additional 1000 plants on the town
dune

7-Helen Flynn- John Ceglarski suggested a moment of silence for
Helen Flynn, who died recently. She was a valued member of the

Beach Commission for several years. Meeting adjourned.



