
Beach Commission Minutes- Meeting of 09/16//2014

Attending:  Rian Wilkinson,  Bill Seiple, Gary Lapidas, Dave Leys,

Henry Pine, John Crimmins, Beach Facility Committee: Peter

Marnane, Charlene Cirillo, Town Reps: Tom O’Loughlin, Will Cronin,

Chris Semonelli

1.	Open Meeting 4:30

2.	Approved minutes of 5/13/2014.

3.	Discuss  Report from Beach Building Advisory Committee

a.   Brief discussion on the history of the BFAC-report…Second

Beach Facilty.  Tom O’Loughlin noted that if we stay within the 25%

“foot print”, there would be a reasonably good chance addition would

be approved.  However, he felt a total plan review, by DRMC, would be

required.  All agreed that a structural analysis study should be

initiated before any future building discussion.

b.   A motion was made, seconded and approved for the following..”A

structural analysis of the Second Beach Building should be

completed”.  A transmittal memo will be forwarded to the Town

Council through town administrator…..Shawn Brown

4.	Letter from Lauren Palmer, Newport RI, to the council.  

a.   The Town Council has asked the Beach Commission to review the

letter concerning an island wide beach pass and smoking ban on

public beaches…After reviewing, the Beach Commission should get

back to the town council with their recommendations. 

**   Beach passes…basically , members of the 3 Aquidneck

communities would be able to         purchase beach passes at

“resident” rates for each town’s public beaches.



* Considerations

•	Positive community co-operation

•	Financial…Middletown sold 3301 residents stickers,  933 Third

Beach only stickers, 2048 non-resident stickers.. What would be the

estimated financial impact? This estimate should be made by the

Town’s Finance Dept.

Total parking lot Revenue- Over 2.2 million dollars…second best in

history

•	Parking spaces-  There was concern that reduced cost island-wide

passes would further tax the number of available parking spaces at

the town’s 3 beaches…especially on weekends. Navy and Third

Beach, which have a very limited number of spaces, would be,

especially, impacted.

**Bill Seiple agreed to tabulate the number of non-resident passes

purchased by 	Portsmouth and  Newport residents in 2014.  He will

have the information at 	the October 14th meeting. 

*** Smoking ban – will be discussed at the October 14th meeting

5.	Brief discussion on future projects.

6.	Meeting adjourned 5:35 pm.


