
Beach Commission Minutes-  Meeting of 5/14/2013 

Attending:    Rian Wilkinson, John Bagwill, Bill Seiple, Henry Pine,

Dave Leys, Will Cronin, John Crimmins, Steve Ponte, Chris Semonelli

1.	Open meeting  

2.	Approved  minutes  of 04/09/2013

3.	Beach opening

The town has moved thousands of yards of sand at 2nd and 3rd

beaches. Snow fencing and beach raking/cleaning will begin later this

month.

The 2nd beach building has been painted ( interior and exterior), as

well as, the lifeguard towers and trailers.

Trailers- Will Cronin reported that the storage trailers, next to the 2nd

beach building, have been repositioned. They are now perpendicular

to the parking lot and, hopefully, will be less visible.

A new waste compacting trailer will soon arrive.  This will reduce the

number of  transfer trucks and additional waste containers at the

beaches.

The town hopes to have a smaller accounting trailer this season…to

reduce trailer visibility and cost.

Telephones….John Bagwill asked Will Cronin to report back

concerning the beach’s telephone systems.

Crosswalks…. Brief discussion concerning crosswalks at the Rock,

St. Georges and Gazebo lots.  Since these are state roads, the state

has to be contacted concerning walks-   A comprehensive plan

should be developed, during the off-season, to improve these safety

issues.



Miscellaneous:

Tuckerman walkway….. The state Properties Commission postponed

finalizing the land ownership issues until it’s May meeting.

Bridge Tolls…All agreed that the bridge toll will have an impact on

beach revenues,  Chris Semonelli  reported that the Middletown Town

Council supported the Portsmouth’s fight against the tolls,  but

without monetary assistance.

2nd beach building advisory commission…John Crimmins reported

that numerous concepts have been discussed and a final

recommendation should be forthcoming in the next few months…All

agreed.. it’s all “about the money”

Dunes 1971- Rian distributed a 1971 Newport Daily News photo

showing the poor condition of the East Park lot sand dunes.  The

beach was visible from the lot.  Photo showed volunteers beginning a

40 year dune restoration and conservation.

Moorings…Steve reported that all moorings have been rented and

there  has been upward movement on the waiting list.  The list has

moved, almost, 50% over the past several years.

Kayak racks… The new 12 bay rack has been reduced to 6, since new

renters were not notified of the reduced bay size.  There are now 30

rented spaces, with, approximately, 30 people on the waiting list.  The

Beach Commission feels that the town should attempt to

accommodate as many renters as, reasonably, possible without



over-loading the beach facility.  A 12 or 18 bay rack should be

considered for the 2014 season….The Navy Beach area should be

considered for, at least, one rack

Boat Ramp-

There has been considerable sand accumulation on the boat ramp. 

This is making it, even, more difficult than usual to launch after

mid-tide.  Steve has been in contact with Will Cromin and Tom

O’Loughlin…DPW…concerning possible solutions.

Meeting Adjourned 5:50pm


