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Board Meeting Minutes 
 

Thursday, December 15, 2011, 5:30 p.m. 
Warwick Sewer Authority Conference Room 

125 Arthur W. Devine Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02886 

 

Board Members in attendance: Guests: 

Fred Sullivan, Chairman Dennis Setzko, P.E., AECOM 

Aaron Guckian, Secretary Paul Roberts, Safety Valve Company 

Steven Sylven, P.E. Steve Cabral, P.E., Crossman Engineering 

 Brian King, P.E., Crossman Engineering 

Board Members not present: Henry Albro, F.R. Mahony & Associates 

Gary Jarvis  

Peter Ginaitt  

  

Staff present:  

Janine L. Burke, Executive Director John Revens, WSA Legal Counsel 

Patrick Doyle, Asst. Superintendent Lynda Ortiz, Customer Service Manager 

Lynn F. Owens, Administrative Coordinator Mathew Solitro, Collection Systems Manager 

 
1. Call to Order  At 5:33 p.m. Chairman Sullivan called the meeting to order. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

 
a. Approval of minutes from the regular meeting held November 17, 2011. 

 
ACTION:  Mr. Sylven moved approval.  Mr. Guckian seconded the motion.  
Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of the 
motion.  Motion approved. 

 
3. Facilities Plan Amendment 

 
a. AECOM to submit progress report:  Mr. Dennis Setzko reviewed with the 

Board progress being made on the Facilities Plan Amendment.  He stated 
the Plan was submitted to RIDEM by December 1.  He said letters were 
also sent to various government entities to solicit their comments.  He 
stated the document is on the WSA website with hard copies at the 
Warwick Public Library (central branch) and at WSA Administrative 
offices.   Mr. Setzko stated once comment from RIDEM is received a 
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public hearing will be scheduled.  Director Burke said the plan was to 
schedule an open house prior to the formal public hearing to allow people 
to talk directly to the engineers.   

 
4. Operation and Maintenance Division 

 
a. Purchase Authorization:  Replacement parts for Cedar Swamp pump 

ABBA Pump Company, c/o Diversified Pump:  $10,534.00 
 
ACTION:  Emergency Purchase authorized November 23, 2011.  
Mr. Guckian moved approval.  Mr. Sylven seconded the motion.  
Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of the 
motion.  Motion approved. 
 

b. Purchase Authorization:  2HP Water Champ Induction Mixer 
Process Distributors, Inc.:  $8,394.00 
 
ACTION:   Mr. Guckian moved approval.  Mr. Sylven seconded the 
motion.  Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of 
the motion.  Motion approved. 
 

c. Purchase Authorization:  Preventative Maintenance Service Contract 
Agreement, Northeast Electrical Distributors:  $6,736.00 per year (3-yrs) 
 
ACTION:  Mr. Sylven moved approval.  Mr. Guckian seconded the motion.  
Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of the 
motion.  Motion approved. 
 

d. Bid #2011-137 Gasoline, Low Sulfur Diesel & Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Fuel:  
Piggyback the City’s extension of contract from January 1, 2012 through 
December 31, 2012:  Dennis K. Burke Company 
 
ACTION:   Mr. Sylven moved approval.  Mr. Guckian seconded the 
motion.  Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of 
the motion.  Motion approved. 

 
5. March 30, 2010 Pawtuxet River Flooding 

 
a. Financial Report of Flood Expenses:  Director Burke reported that right 

now staff is focused on working with the Finance Department to update 
our list of fixed assets that we’ve added or improved as a result of the 
flood.  She stated  
Superintendent Burke has been spearheading this effort which requires a 
review of each and every invoice from Hart and has been quite time 
consuming.  She also reported that WSA’s account auditor has been 
cranking out the paperwork to get paid by FEMA; to date we have 
received almost $400K in reimbursements from FEMA (levee repairs and 
road repairs).   
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b. Flood Protection Study 

 
AECOM to submit progress report:  Mr. Setzko reviewed with the Board 
progress being made on flood protection contract work, including raising 
the levee.  He stated as part of the evaluation work AECOM looked at the 
interior storm drainage system; it appears that the system may be slightly 
undersized to handle a 100-year storm.  He said AECOM is reaching out 
to the original design engineers (Maguire) to look at their calculations and 
also reaching out to FEMA.  He said that they are doing their due 
diligence. 
 
Mr. Sylven asked what is the design storm elevation? 
 
Mr. Setzko stated for a 100-year storm, the new elevation is 28.5 feet.  He 
stated you must add three feet to that for a certified levee.  He said that, 
currently, the WSA levee is 27.5 feet.  Mr. Setzko stated the 2010 storm 
went to elevation 32.3.  He stated we should be looking at the 500-year 
storm elevation (33.8 feet), plus two feet of freeboard.  He said both 
options will be costed out using different and multiple options.  Mr. Setzko 
stated they looked at bringing in temporary structures to elevate the levee, 
but in applying logic to the practice, it is not a workable solution.  He said 
alot is going into this planning effort. 
 

c. Bellows Street Pumping Station 
 
Crossman Engineering to submit progress report:  Engineers Steve Cabral 
and Brian King in attendance to review with the Board progress being 
made on flood mitigation efforts at the Bellows Street pumping station.  
Maps, plans and a progress reports were distributed to the Board.  Mr. 
Cabral gave the Board a detailed synopsis of their efforts to date.  Mr. 
Sylven discussed certain technical details of the project and offered 
practical suggestions on design.  The EDA grant funding this project 
requires that construction begin by September 2012 and be completed by 
March 2013.  
 

d. Other Flood Mitigation Efforts:  Director Burke stated the Knight Street 
pumping station remains on our list of potential projects for flood 
mitigation. 

 
6. Collection Systems Division  

 
a. Award of Contract “BB”: Construction of the System of Sewers, Contract 

BB, Sewer Pipelines for Miscellaneous Sewer Extensions in Streets 
D’Ambra Construction Co., Inc. 
 
ACTION:  Held from November 17, 2011.   
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Director Burke stated this contract is necessary in order for WSA to have 
on-call a contractor available for collection system emergency response.  
She said we are beginning to look at doing some of the work in house.  
She stated staff is looking at personnel costs, equipment costs, etc.   
 
Following discussion about the bid process, Mr. Sylven moved approval.  
Mr. Guckian seconded the motion.  Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian 
and Sylven voted in favor of the motion.  Motion approved. 
 

b. Bid #2012-164 Purchase of One (1) 2012 Chevrolet Silverado 3500HD 
4WD Regular Cab Pickup Truck with 8’ Fisher Minute-Mount Snowplow 
 
ACTION:   Following discussion about the bid process and Mr. Guckian’s 
suggestion that used vehicles be considered in future purchases, Mr. 
Sylven moved approval to award the bid to the low bidder.  Mr. Guckian 
seconded the motion.  Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven 
voted in favor of the motion.  Motion approved. 
 

c. Bid #2012-109 Purchase and Deliver Semi-Positive Displacement Grinder 
Pumps:  F. R. Mahony & Associates, Inc.:   
 
ACTION:  Mr. Henry Albro, manufacturer’s representative, in attendance.  
Director Burke stated we went out to bid again to break out the pricing for 
each of the three contract years.  She said that by doing this, pricing for 
2012 purchases improved.  She said the cost of the pump includes a start-
up inspection which WSA has never done in the past.   Director Burke 
stated WSA will work with F.R. Mahony to facilitate the start-up 
inspections with our drainlayers. 
 
Director Burke mentioned that also included in the bid was pricing for 
optional extended warranty for years four and five (bid proposal provides 
for a manufacturer’s warranty of three years).  She said staff was not 
recommending the Board award that extended warranty.  She suggested 
a more useful expenditure would be to provide funding towards generators 
for grinder pump customers to keep the pump functioning during power 
outages.  Director Burke said she was looking forward to working with Mr. 
Albro to educate our customers about grinder pump maintenance and the 
need for back-up power.  Mr. Sylven asked how many pumps will be 
purchased within the next year.  Director Burke stated we plan to 
purchase about five hundred pumps over the contract term; three hundred 
pumps for the Gaspee area will be purchased for the Spring Green 
Corporation.  She said WSA has planned for the purchase of these 
pumps.   
 
Mr. Guckian moved to award Bid #2012-109 to F.R. Mahony & 
Associates, Inc.  Mr. Sylven seconded the motion.  Chairman Sullivan, 
Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of the motion.  Motion 
approved. 
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d. Infrastructure improvements: 

i. 48” sewer line located below Rte. 95 
 
ACTION:  Director Burke reported that WSA has gotten quotes on 
three different no-dig technologies for making repairs and 
improvements to the structural integrity of our main influent pipe.  
She stated Mat Solitro has been in touch with Inland Waters, a 
Rhode Island pipeline services company who we have worked with 
on many collection system projects in the past.  She stated 
because the initial televised inspection did not give us any 
information about the bottom of the pipe, Mat would like to get a 
company in here with large diameter pipe inspection technologies, 
including sonar capabilities, to get the best information he can 
about the condition of the pipe before putting out a repair bid.  
Director Burke stated we already have sample bid specifications, as 
she reported last month, and as soon as we know what we are 
dealing with, Mat will work to get a bid out. She said she would like 
to try to budget for this project in the next fiscal year which starts on 
July 1st.  She said depending on how the bids come back, we may 
have to cobble together some money from different sources to get 
this done.  Director Burke stated WSA was coordinating its efforts 
with RIDOT’s maintenance division. 
 
Mr. Solitro reviewed the three proposals for alternative methods of 
improving the line; epoxy coating, slip lining and the spiral wound 
pipe technology.  He stated the spiral wound pipe is the most 
appealing to him as it does not require bypass operations.  Mr. 
Sylven stated this is the only pipeline that leads into the plant and 
that if anything ever happened to that pipeline, there would be 
substantial consequences.  He suggested looking at putting in 
another pipeline.  Mr. Solitro explained the benefit of the spiral 
wound pipe.  Director Burke said they could look at constructing a 
redundant pipe under Interstate 95, but she thinks the cost and the 
permitting process would be extensive.  Mr. Sylven encouraged 
staff to be proactive and find a means and a method to get this 
done.  Director Burke said staff will come back to the Board with a 
proposal in the next few months. 

 
e. Sewer Project Update Reports 

i. Construction Services 
1. Governor Francis Farms Phase II 
2. Bayside IV/Longmeadow 

 
ACTION:  Mr. Solitro reported that the final paving and 
punchlist items are complete in the Governor Francis Phase 
II project area.  He stated there is very little loam and seed to 
complete this Spring and that a balancing change order is 
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forthcoming.  Director Burke stated we have about a 35% 
connection rate in the project area. 
 
Mr. Solitro stated all infrastructure in Bayside 
IV/Longmeadow is in and tested, approved and accepted.  
He stated in the spring they will complete final pavement 
restoration and punchlist items.  Director Burke stated there 
are twenty-two connections to date from this project area. 
 

ii. Engineering Services (Future Project Planning) 
1. Governor Francis Farms Phase III 
2. Bayside I-III 
3. Northwest Gorton Pond 
4. O’Donnell Hill 

 
ACTION:  Director Burke stated we are continuing to “line up our ducks” 
on these projects to make sure we have them as close to shovel-ready as 
possible should funding materialize. She stated with respect to GFIII, Mat 
Solitro has reached out to the property owner where we would like to put 
the pump station.  She stated on the Bayside projects, we had an initial 
meeting with the Narragansett Indians and EPA which went well; at least 
the lines of communication are open.  She stated there is another meeting 
scheduled for January 13th.   

 
Director Burke said that regarding Northwest Gorton Pond, Garofalo has 
researched potential locations for the pump station in the vicinity of Flagg 
Street.  She stated there is a cross street (Genetian) which is actually a 
paper street and Mr. Garofalo has suggested we look into the possibility of 
getting an easement to put it there.  She stated that, in addition, there is a 
large parcel of land on the other side of Genetian that is owned by the City 
of Warwick.  Chairman Sullivan asked if the project can be split into 
phases for faster movement if funds become available. 

 
Director Burke stated on the O’Donnell Hill project which was designed 
as the third phase of the East Natick sewer extension project, Mr. Garofalo 
reports that the DEM Order of Approval was for all 3 phases.  She 
reported that Mr. Garofalo says the DEM permit (wetlands) has expired 
and would need to be re-submitted.  She stated Garofalo also could not 
find a recorded easement for the railroad tracks, which seems odd, so this 
project could involve private land takings.    Chairman Sullivan asked if 
Garofalo will pursue both issues.  Director Burke stated there are funds 
remaining in the existing Northwest Gorton Pond contract if the Board 
wanted to authorize them to continue with that work.  She stated she is 
uncertain if WSA has an existing contract for the O’Donnell Hill project.  
Chairman Sullivan suggested the permit be acquired and asked for a 
motion to direct staff to move ahead.  Mr. Solitro suggested Garofalo 
come forward with a cost proposal to continue with the work in those 
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areas.  Chairman Sullivan agreed and directed staff to seek those 
proposals. 

 
7. Billing Services Division   

 
a. Paul Roberts, The Homeowner Safety Valve Company, to report on the 

Sewer Line Insurance Program 
 
Mr. Roberts presented a quarterly update on the Safety Valve sewer line 
insurance program.   
 

b. 2011 Rate Study and Changes to Sewer Usage Charges and Fee 
Structure:  approve sewer rate for 10” meter service as provided in the 
May 2011 rate study (charge for 10” meter was not included in Rate 
Resolution approved May 26, 2011): 

 
Commercial Customer Quarterly Charge (per unit) 
 FY 2012:  $1,252.50 
 FY 2013:  $1,435.34 
 FY 2014:  $1,494.04 
 FY 2015:  $1,862.59 
 FY 2016:  $2,402.28 
 
ACTION:  Mr. Sylven moved approval.  Mr. Guckian seconded the motion.  
Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of the 
motion.  Motion approved. 

 
c. Regulation 60:  Sewer Assessment Charges (where private funds are 

used for sewer installation) 
 
ACTION:  The Board directed staff to conduct a public hearing on January 
26, 2012 to present the following proposed regulation change: 

 
REGULATION 60, SEWER ASSESSMENT CHARGES 
Originally Approved and Adopted September 28, 1995 is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

 
The assessment against a parcel of land abutting a common sewer, the 
installation of which was paid for by private funds and not by the 
expenditure of public funds, shall be Fifty-Three (53%) percent of what the 
assessment against the parcel would be if the common sewer had been 
paid for by the expenditure of public funds. 
 

d. Sewer Assessment Abatement 
Name Service Address Reason Amount 

Warwick Avenue 
Holdings LLC 

2911 Warwick Avenue 
Plat 352 Lot 58 

Property owner paid for installation of sewer 
service to property.  In accordance with 

regulations, assess at 53%. 

$22,981.33 
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Nancy Marley 151 Kristen Court 
Plat 314 lot 28 

Property assessed in error at 190 feet of 
frontage.  In accordance with regulations, 
assess on longest side of frontage:  100 ft 

$7,380.00 

 
ACTION:   Mr. Sylven moved approval of the abatements.  Mr. Guckian 
seconded the motion.  Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven 
voted in favor of the motion.  Motion approved. 
 

e. Sewer Assessment Abatement/Supplement 
Name Service Address Reason Amount 

Brier and 
Associates, Inc. 

v/l Lindell Street 
Plat 294 Lot 84 

Property merged with lot 83 in 2004.  Abate 
assessment and supplement Account 65850, 

Nine Hundred Eighty Nine Corporation 

$1,559.81 

Emery’s Catering 
Services 

v/l Winter Avenue 
lat 332 Lot 825 

Property merged with lot 862 in 2010.  Abate 
assessment and supplement Account 76234, 

Emery’s Catering Services 

$1,738.30 

Warwick Housing 
Authority 

v/l Lyall Avenue 
Plat 332 lots 360, 361, 

389, 391 

Properties merged with lot 859 in 2010.  Abate 
assessments and supplement Account 76067, 

Warwick Housing Authority 
(assessment in deferment status) 

$13,520.00 

   
ACTION:  Mr. Sylven moved approval.  Mr. Guckian seconded the motion.  
Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of the 
motion.  Motion approved.  

 
f. Donna M. Wheeler, 150 Kirby Avenue, Warwick, to appeal to the Warwick 

Sewer Authority for an adjustment to her sewer assessment. 
 
ACTION:   Donna Wheeler was not present.  Director Burke stated she 
has been talking to Ms. Wheeler about some options she may have 
regarding her assessment payments.   

 
8. Administrative Items 

 
a. Director’s Report   

i. Effective Utility Management Project Update 
ii. Financial Report    
iii. Administrative Schedule 

 

Director Burke said she would provide the Board with an update next month 
regarding collections on outstanding 60/40 loans and she would like for them to 
consider transferring the proceeds to the low-income grant program because 
there is a definite need there.   

 
Director Burke stated we have made a formal request for loan funding to 
reimburse ourselves for the Cedar Swamp pumping station improvements 
(including upgrades to the ventilation system) and we will be working on putting 
the project out to bid.   
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b. Chairman’s Report:  no report. 
 

c. Sewer Assessment Committee Report:  no report. 
 

9. Consent Agenda – Drainlayers’ 2012 License Renewals 
 

a. Alfred T. Caldarone, 1909 Elmwood Avenue, Warwick 
b. Cardi Corporation, 400 Lincoln Avenue, Warwick 
c. D’Ambra Construction Co., Inc., 800 Jefferson Blvd., Warwick 
d. Narragansett Improvement Company, 223 Allens Ave., Providence 
e. Rick Nunes Construction, 1 Country Lane, Hope 
f. John T. Kirby, 132 Shamrock Drive, Warwick 
g. David Merriam, P.O. Box 8794, Warwick 
h. Joseph Ramos, J. H. Lynch & Sons, 50 Lynch Place, Cumberland 
i. East Coast Landscaping & Const., Inc., 202 Chase Rd., Portsmouth 
j. Dennis Diffley, Sr., 2650 Warwick Avenue, Warwick 
k. Dennis J. Diffley, Jr., 2650 Warwick Avenue, Warwick 
l. Alder Brothers Construction, Inc., 604 Putnam Pike, Greenville 
m. Michael Susi, Armando Ricci & Sons, Inc., 289 Borden Ave., Johnston 
n. Rhode Island Septic Services, 315 Nooseneck Hill Rd, Exeter 

 
ACTION:  Mr. Guckian moved approval.  Mr. Sylven seconded the motion.  
Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of the 
motion.  Motion approved. 
 

10. Consent Agenda – Correspondence   
 

a. “Driving Them To Drink”, American City & County magazine, Oct. 2011 
b. Plat 314 Lot 19 Sewer Assessment Deferment (11-8-11) 
c. WSA to US EDA Re: Bellows Street grant administration plan (11-22-11) 
d. RIDEM to City of Warwick Re: WSA WWTF 2011 Compliance Evaluation 

Inspection (12-2-11) 
e. AECOM WSA Draft FPA Request for Review Comments (12-2-11) 
f. WSA to City Council:  November 2011 Financial Report (12-2-11) 
g. WSA to RICWFA Re:  Funding Cedar Swamp repairs (12-6-11) 
h. Crossman Eng. to WSA Re:  Gaspee Point sewer expansion (12-8-11) 
i. Notice of Violation:  124 Edmond Drive (12-9-11) 
j. WSA 2012 Board Meeting Schedule 

 
ACTION:  Mr. Guckian moved approval.  Mr. Sylven seconded the motion.  
Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Guckian and Sylven voted in favor of the 
motion.  Motion approved. 

 
11. New Business 

 
Introduction of new business to be docketed for an upcoming meeting or to be 
referred to the executive director or legal counsel for comment. 
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12. Old Business 
 

a. WSA Deferment Policy 
b. Mandatory Sewer Connection Program 
c. Amendments to By-Laws 
d. Modifications to Septage Hauling Regulations 
e. GIS Program Status:  Director Burke reported that they got the new 

software up and running on Monday.  She showed the Board a map of our 
infrastructure including an overlay of FEMA flood zone data created with 
the new software.   

   
13.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:  Mr. David Jackson, Burnett Road, asked to 

speak with the Board and staff after the meeting to get more information about 
sewer service in the Bayside area. 

 
14. Adjournment 

 
Mr. Sylven moved to adjourn this meeting.  Mr. Guckian seconded the motion.  
Chairman Sullivan, Messrs. Sylven and Guckian voted in favor of the motion.  
Motion approved. 
 
At 7:13 p.m. this meeting ended. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Aaron Guckian, WSA Secretary 
 
_____________________ 
Date 

 
 
 
 
 


