
FULL COUNCIL MEETING

January 30, 2008 

Present:  Charles A. Zawacki, Christine Singleton, Alton Stuckey,

Helen Sebesta, Kathleen Samways, Susan Varon, Christopher Haas

(interpreter), Liz Cummiskey, India Seales, David Hughes, Michelle

Bochanski, Celina Beliard, Frank Beazley, Bill Feole, Cheryl Gilmour,

Anne Rule, Gail Votolato, Iraida Williams, Claudia Lowe, James

deBoer, Mary Okero, Katie Lowe, Jan Verrechia, Susan Roush

I.       Old/New Business

a.   Council Member Appointments and Re-appointments were

received in November from the Governor’s office.  Congratulations to:

 Liz Cummiskey, Kathy Leonard, Katie Lowe, Megan Reynolds, Alton

Stuckey, Mark Susa, Iraida Williams and Charles Zawacki.  New

Council Member lists were handed out.

b.   Advocacy Department Update – There has been multiple meetings

with members of the advocacy organizations as well as the Budget

Office and the Governor’s Policy Office.  We basically have been told

that it’s going to happen whether we like it or not.  We have been in

touch with our congressional delegation in Washington DC, who are

working on it.  A recommendation was made that the Council make a

formal motion and vote “for the record” of our opposition to being

moved into the “Advocacy Department.”  Helen Sebesta made a

motion that “the Council is opposed to being moved into the

Advocacy Department physically, programmatically or operationally,”



seconded by Katie Lowe.  The motion was carried unanimously.

In addition to this, the State has frozen the Associate Director

position.  We are waiting to see what comes out in the Governor’s

budget (2009) within the next week in order to put into action our next

move.  The Executive Committee is ready, if needed, to call Council

members and ask for your support by having members call your own

representatives and senators.  We will have more to come.

c.   Nominating Committee – It is time for council elections at our

March 26th Full Council Meeting.   John Susa had previously

volunteered to be on the nominating committee, and Katie and

Claudia Lowe volunteered at the Full Council Meeting.

    The positions were noted to be:  Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and

Member at Large for the Executive Committee.  It was asked that

members who would like to run for an officer position nominate

themselves or have someone else nominate them.

d.	We have been notified by the Administration on Developmental

Disabilities that the Council will be going through a Monitoring and

Technical Assistance Review (MTAR) – September 8-11 this year.  It is

a very important federal audit.  We have not had an audit since 1993

when they were called PAR’s – Program and Administrative Reviews. 

They will be requiring some material by June.  When they come for

the site visit, they will be interviewing Council members and others in

the “DD” community about the Council.  

e.    Orientation Classes – Lesa Andreasen will be conducting

orientation classes for new members and others who would like a

review.  We will be offering classes before and after the Executive



committee meeting on Wednesday April 2nd.  Times will be 11-12:30, 

or 1 – 2:30 or 5:30 – 7 PM.  We will poll by email to see which times

are best for you.

f.     The DD Network agencies (Council, Sherlock Center and the RI

Disability Law Center) are planning out the details for the

“Alternatives to Guardianship” Conference to be held on April 30th at

the Crowne Plaza.  Dan Caley is also hard at work producing the first

edition of the network newsletter, “Frontlines” in collaboration with

the Sherlock Center and the Disability Law Center.  We anticipate it to

be out in late February.

g.    The Rhode Island Disability Law Center is moving tomorrow from

their Eddy Street location downtown to 275 Westminster Street, Suite

401, Providence, RI  02903-3434.  Their telephone and fax numbers

will remain the same.  The Center is unsure of the parking situation

for clients at this time.

h.    Changes at MHRH – DDD; It was noted that many members have

participated in the mini-summits to generate ideas for the RFI due on

February 15th.  Bob Marshall (consultant to the Council) has been

working with the System Advocacy Committee (SAC) members

drafting a response to the RFI for the Council.  We expect to finalize it

at our next SAC meeting on Wednesday, February 6th at 1:00 P.M.

prior to the Executive Committee meeting at 3:00 P.M.  The DD

Network partners will be attending to review their responses as well

in order to provide an organized response. 

i.     Council members were informed that an article written by Susan

Roush and Kathleen Samways was published in “Social Work in



Disability & Rehabilitation”, Volume 6, Number 4 2007.  A copy was

made available to view. 

II.	      VOTING PRESENTATION

	Kathleen Samways, with the assistance of Megan Reynolds, spoke to

members about the importance of voting and the need to ask for

assistive voting machines in their community.

   III.         Guest speakers:  Mary Wambach, Executive Director of the

Corliss Institute; and Steven Florio – Executive Director of the

Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing; provided an overview

of their agencies and what is new in the deaf community.

   IV.      APPROVE MINUTES

        Claudia made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 12,

2007 meeting; Alton seconded; the motion was carried.

    The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:00 P.M.

    Respectfully submitted,

    Claudia Lowe

    Secretary

    Handouts:  “You and Your Vote”

			Voter Registration Forms



			Notice:  2nd Annual Convention/RI Disability Vote

			“Corliss communicator”

			“How to Request a Sign Language Interpreter”

			Pamphlet: RI Commission on Deaf and Hard of

			   Hearing


