Rhode Island Developmental Disabilities Council
Quarterly Meeting
January 19, 2005

Radisson Airport Hotel

MINUTES

Present: Marie Citrone, Gail Votolato, Mitch Dondey, Kathleen
Leonard, Alton Stuckey, Kathleen Samways, Susan Roush, lan
Knowles, Kathy Spangler, Renee Doran, Megan Reynolds, Christine
Singleton, Marie Perna, Donna Perna, Don Perna, Frank St. Pierre,
Marylou McCaffrey, Dimity Peter, Claudia Lowe, Ray Bandusky, John
Susa, Mark Susa, Deb Garneau, Kate O’Connor, Ina Woolman, Helen

Sebesta.

RI Developmental Disabilities Council
Full Council meeting, January 19, 2005
Radisson Inn, Post Road, Warwick, RI

Present: [Gail’s attendance list]

Guests: Maria Perna, Don Perna, Donna Perna; Kathleen Spangler

and lan Knowles.

The meeting was called to order at 4:40 p.m.



|. Introductions and Minutes — Chair Chris Singleton had everyone
introduce

themselves. A motion to approve the minutes of the October 29,
2004 Full Council

meeting was made by John Susa, seconded by Claudia Lowe, and

passed.

[I. Guest Presentations —

A. Marie Perna and her husband Don Perna talked about the
Accessible Rhode Island guide, which they created three years ago
and have edited since. 5000 copies of the second edition were
printed, with some funding assistance from the DD Council. The
next edition will have 10,000 copies printed and will include extended
information on Newport and some information on the Providence
Place mall; interest in obtaining copies has been expressed from

various places throughout the country.

B. Kathleen Spangler, Acting Director of MHRH, and lan Knowles,
Chief of Licensing of MHRH, shared information on new procedures
regarding investigating allegations of abuse and neglect. The new
procedures are intended to (1) safe-guard the rights of persons
receiving services; (2) make services consumer-focused; (3) offer

“in-depth trend analysis”; (4) make the investigation procedures



“transparent”; and (5) make investigation procedures of DDD

consistent with those of the other MHRH departments.

I1l. Other Business / Announcements

A. Christine noted that the Council is still seeking Associate
Members; she requested
that any Council members knowing of interested people contact

the Council office.

B. At the Council meeting on Wednesday, March 23, we will hold
election of officers.
Chris noted that a Nominating Committee was being formed and
that so far, it
consisted of Ann Rule as Chair and Claudia Lowe. A person from
the Systems
Advocacy Committee was still being sought. Ray Bandusky
volunteered and was

accepted.

C. A corrected schedule of Full Council Meetings was distributed.

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by



Ray Bandusky, seconded by Kathy Leonard, and passed. Meeting
adjourned at 5:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Leonard, Secretary



