
 

MINUTES 

WEST WARWICK SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

NOVEMBER 12, 2015 

JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL 

WEBSTER KNIGHT DRIVE 

5:30 P.M. 
 

This meeting was called to order by Stephen H. Lawton, Chairperson. 
 
 

Members Present: 
 

 

 
 
 
School Committee 
Attorney Present: 
 
Administrators Present: 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recording Secretary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Lawton, Chairperson 
Christopher Messier, Vice-Chairperson 
Rene Coutu, Clerk 
Patricia Keenan 
Luis Colon  
 
Andrew Henneous 
 
Karen Tarasevich, Superintendent of Schools 
Leah Bessette, Principal, Wakefield Hills Elementary   
     School 
Michael Mascellino, Assistant Principal,               

West Warwick High School 
James Monti, Director of Educational Reform, 
     Compliance and Technology 
Jessica Perry, Maisie Quinn School Administrator/  
     Assistant to the Director of Special Education 
Keith Remillard, Director of Federal Programming  
     and Innovative Practice 
Philip Solomon, Principal, West Warwick High  
     School 
Joseph Spagna, Director of Financial Operations 
Kenneth Townsend, Director of Property Services 
 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo 
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1. Open Session 
 
 
 

2. Roll Call 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3. Motion to go into  
      Executive Session 
 
 

                     MOTION 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Open Session   

 

5.   Roll Call 

 

 

 

Open Session 
 

Mr. Lawton opened the meeting at 5:30 P.M. 

 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:  Mr. Lawton, 
Mr. Coutu, Mrs. Keenan, and Mr. Colon. Mr. Messier 
was absent.   

 
MOTION MADE BY PATRICIA KEENAN  
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GO INTO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ACCORDING TO RI 
GENERAL LAWS 42-46-4 AND 42-46-5, 
SUBSECTION (A),  
 

• PERSONNEL:  DISCUSSION:  DIRECTOR 
OF SPECIAL EDUCATION, HUMAN 
RESOURCES DIRECTOR, MAISIE QUINN 
ADMINISTRATOR, AND DIRECTOR OF 
FACILITIES, PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
AND TRANSPORTATION POSITIONS 
RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (1) 

 

• LEGAL:  R.I.D.E. HEARING L. DOE V. 
WEST WARWICK 

 
Motion seconded by Luis Colon.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Rene Coutu, Luis 
Colon, Patricia Keenan, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
passed 4 to 0. 
 
The School Committee met in Executive Session. 

 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Lawton opened the public session at 6:32 P.M.     

 
Roll Call 
 

The following members were present:  Mr. Lawton, 
Mr. Coutu, Mrs. Keenan, and Mr. Colon.   
Mr. Messier was absent at roll call. 
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6.  Reading of Mission 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

8.  Motion to Seal 
Executive Session 
Minutes 

                     MOTION 

 

 

9.  Student Representative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reading of Mission Statement 
 
Mr. Colon read the Mission Statement of the West 
Warwick Public Schools. 
 

The West Warwick Public Schools, in partnership with 

the entire community, is dedicated to providing all 

learners with access and opportunity to a challenging  

comprehensive education while developing 21
st
 Century 

Skills in a safe, personalized learning environment. 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mr. Coutu led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Motion to Seal Executive Session Minutes 
 

MOTION MADE BY PATRICIA KEENAN 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE SEAL THE 
EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES.  Motion 
seconded by Rene Coutu.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Luis Colon, Rene Coutu, 
Patricia Keenan, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion passed 
4 to 0. 
 

Student Representative 
 
Faye Gauthier, Secretary of the Student Council 
reported on recent and upcoming activities at West 
Warwick High School, including the following: 
 

• Due to the generosity of the student body, 
faculty, and staff, they were able to make a 
donation of $1700 to the Rhode Island 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 
 

• West Warwick High School Coffee House will 
be held on December 1st from 6 to 7:30 in the 
high school cafeteria to benefit the Junior 
Class Post-Prom. 
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10.  Audience of Citizens 
   
 

11.  Chairperson’s  Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Annual Thanksgiving Pep Rally will be 
held on November 25th from 7:40 to 8:30 A.M. 
in the high school gym. 
 

• The first blood drive of the year will be held on 
December 11th from 7 to 1. 
 

• The National Honor Society is conducting a 
food drive for canned goods which will be 
given to families in need for Thanksgiving. 
 

• The third annual Winter Ball will be held on 
January 22nd from 6 to 10 P.M. at the Aldrich 
Mansion in Warwick Neck. 

 

Audience of Citizens 
 
None. 
 

Chairperson’s Report 
 
Mr. Lawton reported on the following topics. 

 

• Track Update 
 

Mr. Lawton said he attended the Ground Breaking for 
the Sgt. Brian St. Germaine Track on Halloween, and 
it was a first class event.  Mr. Townsend gave a brief 
update on the renovations.  Mr. Lawton thanked       
Mr. Townsend. 
 

• High School Assembly:  Think Fast 
 

Mr. Lawton spoke briefly about the Think Fast 
assembly which was held at the high school.  He said 
that all of the kids in the neighborhood were talking 
about how awesome it was.  Mr. Lawton commended 
Mr. Solomon.  Mr. Solomon said thank you for 
recognizing this—it was a great assembly.  He said 
when he looks at doing something like this, he always 
brings it to the teacher leaders, and they take the time 
to take a look at it for him.  Mr. Lawton asked if they 
will do it every year, and Mr. Solomon said maybe 
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12.   Superintendent’s 
Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

every other year.  He noted that the Department of 
Transportation had paid the bill this year. 
  

• Girls Soccer - History 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich reported on the following topics. 
 

• Assessments 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said the PARCC results will be out 
next week, and we will have communication from 
R.I.D.E. regarding the results.  These will be the first 
results for this new assessment, and the Commissioner 
and R.I.D.E. will have comments on what they mean 
and what our direction is from here.  The results will 
be going home to families with communication 
regarding what they mean and the direction to take. 
  

• Bullying Update 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said a couple of months ago, we 
talked about bullying.  Mrs. Tarasevich gave a brief 
report on the different types of anti-bullying activities 
taking place in the schools. 

 

• Budget Timeline 
 

Mrs. Tarasevich said the administrative team has been 
talking about the budget for the last couple of weeks.  
She said the directors’ first drafts are due to Joe 
Spagna on December 14th, and they will meet with 
him during the week of December 14th through 18th.  
The principals’ budgets are due to Joe on December 
21st, and they will meet individually with him on 
December 21st and 22nd.  Mrs. Tarasevich said that by 
early January, Joe will have the first draft pulled 
together for her review as well as the directors.  She 
said by the December School Committee meeting, we 
will have a budget workshop date which is usually the 
third or fourth week in January.  Mrs. Tarasevich said  
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13.    Consent Agenda 

        a)    Approval:  Executive 
Session Minutes:   
October 14, 2015 

         b)   Approval:  Open 
Session Minutes:          
October 14, 2015 

         c)    Approval:  Payment 
of Bills:  
$1,094,606.58 

         d)    Approval:  Home 
Instruction Plans 

    

                   MOTION 

 

the first draft of the budget is due to the Town 
Manager February 9th. 

 

• School Calendar Survey 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said you should have all gotten a text 
regarding the school calendar survey specifically about 
eliminating the February vacation.  She said a handful 
of districts have made changes, and a handful are 
planning to make changes in the next year or two.  
Mrs. Tarasevich said we sent out the survey to get 
input from parents, students, and teachers.   
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said we will also be revitalizing the 
Public Relations Committee—there are so many good 
things going on in the district; we are working hard to 
make a difference in students and families lives.  It 
will be a joint committee, teachers, administrators, 
parents, students, and community members to be 
involved—all will be welcome. 
 

Consent Agenda 

 
a) Approval:  Executive Session Minutes:             

October 14, 2015 

 
b) Approval:  Open Session Minutes:         

October 14, 2015 
 

 
c) Approval:  Payment of Bills:  $1,094,606.58 

  
d)  Approval: Home Instruction Plans 

 
MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE THE 
CONSENT AGENDA.  Motion seconded by Patricia 
Keenan.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Christopher Messier, Rene Coutu, Luis 
Colon, Patricia Keenan, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 



School Committee Minutes 
November 12, 2015 

Page 7 of 19 

14.   Approval:  Out-of-
State Field Trips 

 

 

 

 

                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          MOTION 

 

 

 

15.    Discussion/Approval:  
Second Reading:  
Naloxone Policy 

 

 
Approval:  Out-of-State Field Trips 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the out-of-state field trip request 
for John F. Deering Middle School Grade 6 students to 
the Boston Museum of Science, Boston, 
Massachusetts, January 13, 2016. 
 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE OUT-OF-STATE FIELD TRIP REQUEST 
FOR JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL 
GRADE 6 STUDENTS TO THE BOSTON 
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS, JANUARY 13, 2016.   Motion 
seconded by Rene Coutu.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Patricia Keenan, Luis Colon, 
Rene Coutu, Christopher Messier, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the out-of-state field trip request 
for West Warwick High School Grade 10-12 Students, 
Sunday River Ski Trip, Bethel, Maine, March 18-20, 
2016.  
 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE OUT-OF-STATE FIELD TRIP REQUEST 
FOR WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADE 10-12 STUDENTS, SUNDAY RIVER SKI 
TRIP, BETHEL, MAINE, MARCH 18-20, 2016.  
Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Luis Colon, Rene 
Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Christopher Messier, and 
Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Discussion/Approval:  Second Reading:  Naloxone 
Policy 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the second reading of the 
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                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

16.   Approval:  Maternity 
Leave  

 

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

17.    Acceptance of 
Resignation 

 

 

 

 

Naloxone Policy for the West Warwick Public 
Schools.   
 

MOTION MADE BY RENE COUTU THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE THE 
SECOND READING OF THE NALOXONE 
POLICY FOR THE WEST WARWICK PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS.  Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan.  
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Christopher Messier, Luis Colon, Patricia Keenan, 
Rene Coutu, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 

 
Approval:  Maternity Leave:  Grade 2 Teacher – 
Greenbush Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the request for maternity leave 
submitted by Kristen Smith, Grade 2 Teacher at 
Greenbush Elementary School, effective October 18, 
2015 through January 29, 2016.   
 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE THE 
REQUEST FOR MATERNITY LEAVE 
SUBMITTED BY KRISTEN SMITH, GRADE 2 
TEACHER AT GREENBUSH ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 18, 2015 
THROUGH JANUARY 29, 2016.  Motion seconded 
by Christopher Messier.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Patricia Keenan, Rene 
Coutu, Christopher Messier, Luis Colon, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Acceptance of Resignation:  Part-Time Teacher 
Assistant – Wakefield Hills Elementary School  
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation of Heather Jones, 
Part-Time Teacher Assistant at Wakefield Hills 
Elementary School, effective October 29, 2015. 
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                        MOTION 

 

 

 

18.    Approval:  
Termination 

 

 

                       MOTION 

 

 

19.    Consent to 
Superintendent’s 
Appointments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT THE 
RESIGNATION OF HEATHER JONES, PART-
TIME TEACHER ASSISTANT AT WAKEFIELD 
HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE 
OCTOBER 29, 2015.  Motion seconded by 
Christopher Messier.  The following members voted in 
the affirmative:  Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, 
Christopher Messier, Luis Colon, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Approval:  Termination:  Part-Time Bus Monitor 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve termination of a Part-Time Bus 
Monitor. 
 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE TERMINATION OF A PART-TIME BUS 
MONITOR.  Motion seconded by Rene Coutu.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Patricia 
Keenan, Luis Colon, Rene Coutu, Christopher 
Messier, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
  

CONSENT TO SUPERINTENDENT’S 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
a) Director of Special Education Services – West 

Warwick Public Schools (FUNDING 
SOURCE:  LOCAL)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended with great pleasure that 
the School Committee provide advice and consent to 
the appointment of Jessica Perry to the position of 
Director of Special Education Services, effective 
December 1, 2015.  
 
Mrs. Tarasevich gave some background information 
regarding Jessica Perry’s education and experience 
within the school system beginning in 2004. 
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                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

                          MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 
JESSICA PERRY TO THE POSITION OF 
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION 
SERVICES, EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2015.  
Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Rene Coutu, 
Patricia Keenan, Luis Colon, and Stephen Lawton.  
The following member voted in the negative:  
Christopher Messier.  Motion passed 4 to 1. 
 
The School Committee congratulated Jessica Perry. 
 
Ms. Perry thanked everyone and said she is very 
excited to continue her career in West Warwick, and 
her parents are here to celebrate.  She said she is really 
excited to continue to support families and children—
it’s good in West Warwick and she is excited to be a 
part of it. 

 
b)   Music Teacher – Wakefield Hills Elementary 

School (FUNDING SOURCE:  LOCAL)  
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Katherine Hammersley to the position 
of Music Teacher at Wakefield Hills Elementary 
School, effective October 5, 2015. 
 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF KATHERINE 
HAMMERSLEY TO THE POSITION OF MUSIC 
TEACHER AT WAKEFIELD HILLS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE 
OCTOBER 5, 2015.  Motion seconded by Rene 
Coutu.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Luis Colon, Patricia Keenan, Rene 
Coutu, Christopher Messier, and Stephen Lawton.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
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                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c)   Long-Term Substitute Grade 2 Teacher – 
Greenbush Elementary School (FUNDING 
SOURCE:  LOCAL)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Sarah Bentley to the position of Long-
Term Substitute Grade 2 Teacher at Greenbush 
Elementary School, effective September 20, 2015 – 
January 29, 2016. 
 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF SARAH BENTLEY TO THE 
POSITION OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE 
GRADE 2 TEACHER AT GREENBUSH 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2015 – JANUARY 29, 2016.  
Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan, for discussion.   
 
Mr. Colon asked if this is a typical time frame, and 
Mr. Messier said she is covering for the teacher that 
just went out. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  Luis 
Colon, Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Christopher 
Messier, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 

d)   Full-Time Special Education Behavior Program 
Teacher Assistant – Wakefield Hills Elementary 
School (FUNDING SOURCE:  LOCAL) 

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Dawn Vadeboncoeur to the position of 
Full-Time Special Education Behavior Program 
Teacher Assistant at Wakefield Hills Elementary 
School, effective November 2, 2015. 
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                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION MADE BY PATRICIA KEENAN 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF DAWN VADEBONCOEUR 
TO THE POSITION OF FULL-TIME SPECIAL 
EDUCATION BEHAVIOR PROGRAM 
TEACHER ASSISTANT AT WAKEFIELD 
HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE 
NOVEMBER 2, 2015.  Motion seconded by Rene 
Coutu.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Luis Colon, Christopher Messier, Rene 
Coutu, Patricia Keenan, and Stephen Lawton.   
Motion unanimously passed. 
 

e)   Part-Time Special Education Preschool Teacher 
Assistant – Maisie E. Quinn School (FUNDING 
SOURCE:  LOCAL)   

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Nicolena Corey to the position of Part-
Time Special Education Preschool Teacher Assistant 
at Maisie E. Quinn School. 
 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 
NICOLENA COREY TO THE POSITION OF 
PART-TIME SPECIAL EDUCATION 
PRESCHOOL TEACHER ASSISTANT AT 
MAISIE E. QUINN SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Patricia Keenan, for discussion.   

 
Mrs. Tarasevich provided information regarding 
Nicolena Corey’s education and experience. 

 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Rene Coutu, Christopher Messier, Patricia Keenan, 
Luis Colon, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 

 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Nicolena Corey. 
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                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 
f)   Yearbook Advisor – John F. Deering Middle 

School (FUNDING SOURCE:  LOCAL) 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Pamela Kershaw to the position of 
Yearbook Advisor at John F. Deering Middle School, 
effective October 14, 2015. 
 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF PAMELA KERSHAW TO 
THE POSITION OF YEARBOOK ADVISOR AT 
JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL, 
EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 14, 2015.  Motion 
seconded by Patricia Keenan.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Rene Coutu, Luis Colon, 
Patricia Keenan, Christopher Messier, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 

 
g)  Media Services (PK-12) Coordinator 

(FUNDING SOURCE:  LOCAL)  
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Kristen Mitchell to the position of 
Media Services (PK-12) Coordinator for the 2015-
2016 school year, effective/retroactive September 1, 
2015. 
 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 
KRISTEN MITCHELL TO THE POSITION OF 
MEDIA SERVICES (PK-12) COORDINATOR 
FOR THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR, 
EFFECTIVE/RETROACTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 
2015.   Motion seconded by Christopher Messier.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Patricia 
Keenan, Rene Coutu, Christopher Messier, Luis  
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                          MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

Colon, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 

h)   Teachers – Multi-Tiered System of Support 
After-School Tutorial Program – West 
Warwick High School (FUNDING SOURCE:  
IDEA) 

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointments of Christine Kirch, Lori Tashjian, 
Christine Bonas, and Lori Huntley to the positions of 
Teachers in the Multi-Tiered System of Support After-
School Tutorial Program at West Warwick High 
School. 
 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF CHRISTINE KIRCH, 
LORI TASHJIAN, CHRISTINE BONAS, AND 
LORI HUNTLEY TO THE POSITIONS OF 
TEACHERS IN THE MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM 
OF SUPPORT AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORIAL 
PROGRAM AT WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by Rene Coutu.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Luis 
Colon, Patricia Keenan, Rene Coutu, Christopher 
Messier, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 

i)    Proficiency-Based Saturday School 
Coordinator – John F. Horgan Elementary 
School (FUNDING SOURCE:  TITLE 1)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Lynn Dion to the position of 
Proficiency-Based Saturday School Coordinator at 
John F. Horgan Elementary School. 
 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
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                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 
LYNN DION TO THE POSITION OF 
PROFICIENCY-BASED SATURDAY SCHOOL 
COORDINATOR AT JOHN F. HORGAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Christopher Messier.  The following members voted 
in the affirmative:  Patricia Keenan, Rene Coutu, 
Christopher Messier, Luis Colon, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

 j)   Saturday School Teachers – John F. Horgan 

Elementary School (FUNDING SOURE:  
TITLE 1)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointments of Gina Richards, Ololade Williams, 
Jessica Quaranto, Nicole Longo, Deborah Bryan, 
Maria DePalma, Theresa Thornbury, Amy Horne, and 
Patrick Holmes to the positions of Saturday School 
Teachers at John F. Horgan Elementary School. 
 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF GINA RICHARDS, 
OLOLADE WILLIAMS, JESSICA QUARANTO, 
NICOLE LONGO, DEBORAH BRYAN, MARIA 
DEPALMA, THERESA THORNBURY, AMY 
HORNE, AND PATRICK HOLMES TO THE 
POSITIONS OF SATURDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHERS AT JOHN F. HORGAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Luis Colon.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Luis 
Colon, Christopher Messier, and Stephen Lawton. 
Motion unanimously passed. 
 

k)   Saturday School Teacher Assistant – John F. 
Horgan Elementary School (FUNDING 
SOURCE:  TITLE 1) 
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                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Maria Haughey to the position of 
Saturday School Teacher Assistant at John F. Horgan 
Elementary School. 
 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 
MARIA HAUGHEY TO THE POSITION OF 
SATURDAY SCHOOL TEACHER ASSISTANT 
AT JOHN F. HORGAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan, for 
discussion.   
 
Mr. Messier said he wanted to mention this must be 
an awesome program because on Saturday when he is 
doing soccer, he hears a lot of kids groaning about 
coming to soccer and saying that they would rather go 
to Saturday School. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Christopher Messier, Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, 
Luis Colon, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 

l) Head Co-Ed Ice Hockey Coach – West 
Warwick High School (FUNDING SOURCE:  
LOCAL)  

 

m)    Head Co-Ed Wrestling Coach – West 
Warwick High School (FUNDING SOURCE:  
LOCAL)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice to the appointment of Peter 
Ethier to the position of Head Co-Ed Ice Hockey 
Coach at West Warwick High School and the 
appointment of Jared Calise to the position of Head 
Co-Ed Wrestling Coach at West Warwick High 
School. 
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                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            MOTION 

 

 

 

20.  Approval:  Contract:  
Director of Special 
Education Services 

 

 

 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF PETER ETHIER TO THE 
POSITION OF HEAD CO-ED ICE HOCKEY 
COACH AT WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL 
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF JARED CALISE 
TO THE POSITION OF HEAD CO-ED 
WRESTLING COACH AT WEST WARWICK 
HIGH SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by Rene Coutu.  
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Patricia Keenan, Luis Colon, Rene Coutu, Christopher 
Messier, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 

n)  Assistant Co-Ed Indoor Track Coach – West 
Warwick High School (FUNDING SOURCE:  
LOCAL)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Christopher Craik to the position of 
Assistant Co-Ed Indoor Track Coach at West Warwick 
High School. 

 
MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 
CHRISTOPHER CRAIK TO THE POSITION OF 
ASSISTANT CO-ED INDOOR TRACK COACH 
AT WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL.  Motion 
seconded by Christopher Messier.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Rene Coutu, 
Patricia Keenan, Christopher Messier, Luis Colon, and 
Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Approval:  Contract:  Director of Special 
Education Services 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the three-year contract agreement 
between the West Warwick School Committee and 
Jessica M. Perry, Director of Special Education 
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21.  Audience of Citizens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22.   Adjournment 
   

                          MOTION 

Services, effective December 1, 2015 through       
June 30, 2018. 
 

MOTION MADE BY RENE COUTU THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE THE 
THREE-YEAR CONTRACT AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE WEST WARWICK SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE AND JESSICA M. PERRY, 
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION 
SERVICES, EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2015 
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2018.  Motion seconded by 
Patricia Keenan.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Luis Colon, Patricia Keenan, Rene 
Coutu, and Stephen Lawton.  The following member 
voted in the negative:  Christopher Messier.  Motion 
passed 4 to 1. 
 

Audience of Citizens 
 
Catherine Carter of 1089 Main Street addressed the 
School Committee.  She said she has two children 
currently enrolled and she is trying to withdraw one 
for medical reasons for being absent since the 
beginning of the year.  She said she is requesting 
formally that her daughter be released for home 
schooling.  Ms. Carter said she has begun the process 
with the main office, but she felt it best for them to 
attend in case the School Committee had any 
questions.  Mrs. Tarasevich told Mrs. Carter that her 
home school plan had been approved, and that from 
now on all communication will go through her office.  
The School Committee thanked Mrs. Carter and 
wished her good luck. 

 
Adjournment 
 

MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ADJOURN 
THE MEETING.  Motion seconded by Luis Colon.  
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Luis Colon, Christopher 
Messier, and Stephen H. Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
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Meeting adjourned at:  7:08 P.M. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
Rene Coutu, Clerk 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
Michelle M. Colozzo, Recorder 

  

 


