
 
MINUTES 

WEST WARWICK SCHOOL COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING 
APRIL 28, 2015 

WEST WARWICK PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

10 HARRIS AVENUE 
5:30 P.M. 

 
This meeting was called to order by Stephen Lawton, Chairperson. 
 
 
Members Present: 
 

 
 
 
 
Administrators Present: 
 
 
Recording Secretary: 
 

1. Open Session 
 
 
 
 

2. Roll Call 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Motion to go into 

Executive Session 
 
 
 
                        MOTION 
 

 
Stephen Lawton, Chairperson 
Christopher Messier, Vice-Chairperson 
Rene Coutu 
Patricia Keenan 
Luis Colon 
 
Karen A. Tarasevich, Superintendent of Schools 
Joseph Spagna, Director of Financial Operations 
 

Michelle M. Colozzo 
 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Lawton opened the meeting at 5:45 P.M. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Lawton, Mr. Messier, Mr. Coutu, Mrs. Keenan, 
and Mr. Colon.   
 
Motion to go into Executive Session according to 
RI General Laws 42-46-4 and 42-46-5, Subsection 
(a), Paragraphs 1 and 2 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GO INTO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ACCORDING TO RI 
GENERAL LAWS 42-46-4 AND 42-46-5, 
SUBSECTION (a), PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2.  
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4. Executive Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Open Session 
 

 
 
 
6. Roll Call 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Motion to Close 
Executive Session 
Minutes 

 

                         MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Consent to 
Superintendent’s 
Appointments 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Luis Colon, Rene 
Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Christopher Messier, and 
Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Executive Session: 
 
a)  Personnel 
b)  Contracts:  Council 94 Negotiations Update 
 
The School Committee met in Executive Session. 
 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Lawton opened this portion of the meeting at  
6:45 P.M. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Lawton, Mr. Messier, Mr. Coutu, Mrs. Keenan, 
and Mr. Colon.   
 
Motion to Close Executive Session Minutes 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE CLOSE THE 
EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES.  Motion 
seconded by Luis Colon.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Patricia Keenan, Rene 
Coutu, Luis Colon, Christopher Messier, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Consent to Superintendent’s Appointments: 
 
a)  Reappointments:  Spring Athletic Coaches 
     1.  Assistant Girls’ Outdoor Track Coach – 

West Warwick High School (FUNDING 
SOURCE:  LOCAL) 

     2.  Assistant Co-Ed Outdoor Track Coach – 
West Warwick High School (FUNDING 
SOURCE:  LOCAL) 
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                        MOTION 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     3.  Co-Assistant Co-Ed Baseball Coach – West 
Warwick High School (FUNDING SOURCE:  
LOCAL) 

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
following Spring Athletic Coach reappointments: 
 
1.   Stephen Derderian to the position of Assistant 

Girls’ Outdoor Track Coach at West Warwick 
High School 

 
2. Brent Gendron to the position of Assistant Co-Ed 

Outdoor Track Coach at West Warwick High 
School 

 
3. John Mottola to the position of Co-Assistant Co-

Ed Baseball Coach at West Warwick High School 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
FOLLOWING SPRING ATHLETIC COACH 
REAPPOINTMENTS: 
 
1.   STEPHEN DERDERIAN TO THE POSITION 

OF ASSISTANT GIRLS’ OUTDOOR TRACK 
COACH AT WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL 

 
2.   BRENT GENDRON TO THE POSITION OF 

ASSISTANT CO-ED OUTDOOR TRACK 
COACH AT WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL 

 
3.   JOHN MOTTOLA TO THE POSITION OF 

CO-ASSISTANT CO-ED BASEBALL COACH 
AT WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL 

 
Motion seconded by Rene Coutu, for discussion.   
 
Mr. Lawton asked if these are all paid positions, and 
how many co-assistant coaches there are for baseball.  
Mrs. Tarasevich said co-assistant usually means two.  
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9.  Adjournment 
 
 
 

                      MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr. Lawton said last time, it was Richard Grenier and 
Richard Lizotte, and they agreed to split the stipend—
is that what is happening here?  Mrs. Tarasevich said 
usually it would be split.   
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said these are one-year appointments; 
at the beginning of the season, we send out letters 
asking them if they are interested and if we are 
satisfied with them, we can reappoint them without 
advertising. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  Luis 
Colon, Patricia Keenan, Rene Coutu, Christopher 
Messier, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed.   
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER MESSIER 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ADJOURN 
THE MEETING.  Motion seconded by Luis Colon.  
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Luis Colon, Christopher 
Messier, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at:  6:50 P.M. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Rene Coutu, Clerk 
 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo, Recorder 

  
  

 


