
 
MINUTES 

WEST WARWICK SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
MARCH 11,  2014 

JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL 
WEBSTER KNIGHT DRIVE 

5:30 P.M. 
 

This meeting was called to order by Sean M. Murphy, Chairperson. 
 
 
Members Present: 
 

 
 
 
School Committee 
Attorneys Present: 
 
Administrators Present: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recording Secretary: 
 

1. Open Session 
 
 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
 
 
 
 

Sean M. Murphy, Chairperson 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Vice-Chairperson 
Christopher R. Messier, Clerk 
Joseph Florio, Jr. 
Stephen H. Lawton 
  
Andrew Henneous 
 
Karen Tarasevich, Superintendent of Schools 
Brian Ackerman, Principal, Greenbush Elementary 

School  
Margaret Baker, Director of Financial Operations 
James Monti, Director of Educational Reform, 
     Compliance and Technology 
Philip Solomon, Principal, West Warwick High  
      School 
Kenneth Townsend, Director of Property Services 
Paul Vigeant, Director of Special Education and 

Pupil/Personnel Services 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo 
 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Murphy opened the meeting at 5:33 P.M. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero, Mr. Messier, Mr. Florio, 
and Mr. Lawton.   
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3. Motion to go into  
      Executive Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Executive Session  
       
 
 
 

5.  Open Session   

 

6.   Roll Call 
 

 

 

7.  Reading of Mission 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion to go into Executive Session according to 
RI General Laws 42-46-4 and 42-46-5, Subsection 
(a) Paragraphs 1, 2, and 9 
 
MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GO INTO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ACCORDING TO RI 
GENERAL LAWS 42-46-4 AND 42-46-5, 
SUBSECTION (a), PARAGRAPHS 1, 2, and 9.  
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Executive Session 
 
a)  Personnel 
b)  Contracts 
 
The School Committee met in Executive Session. 
 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Murphy opened the public session at 6:46 P.M. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero, Mr. Messier, 
Mr. Florio, and Mr. Lawton. 
 
Reading of Mission Statement 
 
Mr. Florio read the Mission Statement of the West 
Warwick Public Schools. 
 
The West Warwick Public Schools, in partnership with 
the entire community, is dedicated to providing all 
learners with access and opportunity to a challenging  
comprehensive education while developing 21st Century 
Skills in a safe, personalized learning environment. 
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8.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

9.  Motion to Close 
Executive Session 
Minutes 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

10.  Student Recognition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mrs. Brunero led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion to Close Executive Session Minutes 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
CLOSE THE EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES.  
Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen 
H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Student Recognition 
 
West Warwick High School JV Boys Basketball Team 
 
The School Committee recognized the West Warwick 
High School Boys JV Basketball Team: 
 
Christopher Gaipo, Matthew Gambardella, Matthew 
Hopper, Bryan Pacheco, Corey Raymond, Charles 
Tashjian, Kevin Paygai, Brian Moretti, David 
LaMountain, Zachary Brunette, Michael Carley, 
Matthew Grenier 
 
Head Coach:  Greg Kortick 
Assistant Coach:  Richard Grenier, Jr. 
Assistant Coach:  Richard Lizotte 
 
Students from John F. Deering performed two musical 
numbers from the middle school production of Annie. 
 
Mr. Murphy said it is great to see extra-curricular 
activities really thriving, and the students do a great 
job. 
 
Mr. Murphy acknowledged the presence of former 
School Committee Chairperson Lindagay Palazzo, and 
said it was nice to see her. 
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11. Student Representative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.  Audience of Citizens 

 

13.  Chairperson’s Report 

   

 

 

 

 
Student Representative 
 
Rachel Lachapelle reported on the following West 
Warwick High School events/activities. 
 
• The high school students participated in Pennies 

for Patients and raised $1,012 for the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society. 

 
• The West Warwick High School Coffeehouse will 

be held on Thursday, March 13th, from 6 to 7:30 
P.M., in the high school cafeteria. 

 
• The junior class will hold a fundraiser on St. 

Patrick’s Day, Monday, March 17th, from 4 to    
10 P.M. at Millonzi’s. 

 
• The freshman/sophomore dance will be held on 

April 4th at Valley Country Club. 
 
Mr. Murphy said sometimes the School Committee 
hears about some of these things after the fact.  He 
said you have the School Committee e-mail addresses, 
and he thinks most of the members would like to make 
a donation and would like to be involved more in 
these worthy causes. 
 
Audience of Citizens 
 
None. 
 
Chairperson’s Report 
 
Mr. Murphy said he would like to thank Maggie 
Baker, Karen Tarasevich, and Jim Williamson for the 
good job they did reaching out to the town every 
week—the dialog and commentary is something that 
may not have happened in the past—it’s definitely 
good to see, and he looks forward to these talks to 
continue.  Mr. Murphy also noted that we will be 
bringing forward a fifth grader who won the district 
spelling bee at the next meeting.  
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14.  Superintendent’s 
Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15.  Sub-Committee 
Reports 

 

 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said she is thrilled with the students’ 
performance and the accomplishments of the JV 
Basketball Team.  Mrs. Tarasevich said a lot of things 
are happening, and even though there are challenges, 
these kinds of things remind her why we do what we 
do.  She said it warms her heart to see them in 
action—they are so talented and gifted. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich also noted that this year West 
Warwick High School has been named School of the 
Year for the Interscholastic League.  She said                
the criteria is far beyond athletics—it’s around 
sportsmanship, coaches’ dedication to their own 
professional development and the sports program in 
general.   
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said she was pleased to attend the 
Future Chefs Competition at the high school which 15 
elementary students participated in; they created their 
own recipe that was healthy, and Mr. Messier was a 
judge.  There were 70-80 parents, friends, and siblings 
of the kids.  Mrs. Tarasevich said she gives huge 
thanks to Donna Walker of Sodexho.  Mrs. Tarasevich 
said she can’t say enough nice things about Donna and 
the extent she is willing to go for the kids. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said that the NEASC visit will take 
place from April 6th through the 9th—this is the 10-
year accreditation visit.  She said the folks at the high 
school have been working towards this for a couple of 
years.  Mrs. Tarasevich said she wants to thank them 
for all of their hard work—it’s completely voluntary; 
there is no compensation.  She said it is our chance to 
put our best foot forward. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports 
 
Mr. Murphy asked if there were any sub-committee 
reports.  Mr. Florio said he is on the Public Relations 
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16.  Review/Approval:  
Schedule for Policy 
Sub-Committee 
Meetings 

 

                      MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee, and he spoke to Ms. Boucher who is the 
editor of all of the Southern Rhode Island newspapers, 
and she will be giving the high school students a page 
in the Kent County Times.  Mr. Florio said he spoke 
to Mr. Solomon, and he has arranged for the kids on 
the high school newspaper to start writing a column 
for the newspaper; they will have a meeting very 
shortly to put that all together, so over the next couple 
of months, we should have the kids putting a column 
in the newspaper.  Mr. Florio said this should be a 
good positive step for the Public Relations Committee, 
getting the kids to participate.  Mrs. Tarasevich 
thanked Mr. Florio for doing all the leg work on that.  
Mr. Florio said it was an easy job because the editor 
was head over heels about it, and Mr. Solomon at the  
high school made it easy. 
 
Review:  Approval:  Schedule for Policy Sub-
Committee Meetings 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE SCHEDULE FOR POLICY SUB-
COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Motion seconded by 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, for discussion.   
 
Mr. Messier spoke about the Policy Sub-Committee.  
He said there will probably be about seven members 
including a School Committee member, an 
administrator, a principal or assistant principal, a 
teacher, a student representative, and a parent.  He 
said the schedule had to be done first  and then the 
sub-committee can start meeting and reviewing 
policies which would then come to the School 
Committee for approval. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, Elizabeth 
B. Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton,  and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
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17.   Consent Agenda 

        a)    Approval:  Executive 
Session Minutes:  
February 11, 2014 

         b)   Approval:  Open 
Session Minutes:          
February 11, 2014 

         c)    Payment  of Bills:    
$1,788,032.95 

 

                         MOTION               

 

 

18.   Approval:  Home 
Instruction Plans 

           

    

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Consent Agenda 
 

a) Approval:  Executive Session Minutes:  
February 11, 2014 

b) Approval:  Open Session Minutes:        
February 11, 2014 

c) Payment of Bills:  $1,788,032.95 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  Motion 
seconded by Stephen H. Lawton.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton, 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Home Instruction Plans 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the home school plans submitted 
by the following parents to provide home schooling to 
their children for the remainder of the 2013-2014 
school year:  Mr. and Mrs. Colin Black, Dawn 
Hemmaz, Jessica Houle. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE HOME SCHOOL PLANS 
SUBMITTED BY THE FOLLOWING PARENTS 
TO PROVIDE HOME SCHOOLING TO THEIR 
CHILDREN FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 
2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR:  MR. AND MRS. 
COLIN BLACK, DAWN HEMMAZ, JESSICA 
HOULE.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
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19.   Presentation:  
Communication 
Systems Update   

 

 

20.   Presentation:  Code 
for America 

 

                                     

21.  Presentation:  
Affordable Care Act 

 

 

 

 

22.  Discussion:  Location 
of School Committee 
Meetings 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

23.  Approval:  2014-2015 
School Calendar 

 
Presentation:  Communication Systems Update 
 
Mr. Lou Moretsky gave an update on the 
communication system analysis he has conducted in 
the school district regarding needs, options, technical 
requirements, and areas of possible savings.   
 
Presentation:  Code for America 
 
Mr. Tom Guertin, Chief Digital Officer for the State 
of Rhode Island Department of Administration spoke 
before the School Committee about Code for America 
as it relates to future technology opportunities in the 
school district. 
 
Presentation:  Affordable Care Act 
 
Attorney Jon Anderson gave a presentation to the 
School Committee on the Affordable Care Act.   
Mr. Anderson explained the future ramifications in 
terms of costs to the school department and the 
importance and urgency of addressing this issue 
through School Committee policy. 
 
Discussion:  Location of School Committee 
Meetings 
 
Mr. Murphy said that he placed this on the agenda at 
the request of Mr. Messier.   
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE TABLE 
THIS ITEM.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. 
Brunero.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, 
and Sean M. Murphy.  The following members voted 
in the negative:  Stephen H. Lawton and Christopher 
R. Messier.  Motion tabled 3 to 2. 
 
Approval:  2014-2015 School Calendar 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the 2014-2015 school calendar.   



School Committee Minutes 
March 11, 2014 

Page 9 of 23 

 

                           MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24.  Approval:  Out-of-
State Field Trips 

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE 2014-2015 SCHOOL CALENDAR.  Motion 
seconded by Christopher R. Messier, for discussion.   
 
Mr. Florio said the Superintendent and he had talked 
about this before, something we should look into in 
the future.  Mrs. Tarasevich said it has come up for 
years in different districts—basically eliminating 
February and having a March vacation and 
eliminating April and getting out earlier—that has 
come up lots of times throughout the years—it doesn’t 
affect this calendar, but for future discussion.  Mr. 
Florio said Cumberland is doing it right now.  Mr. 
Messier said they do it in Cumberland—they started 
later than us so the kids in Cumberland get out around 
the same time as the rest of the state.   
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., Christopher 
R. Messier, Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Out-of-State Field Trips 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the out-of-state field trip request 
submitted by Mark Grover, Science Teacher at 
Deering Middle School, to travel with students from 
the 8 Orange Team to Mystic Aquarium in Mystic, 
Connecticut on April 4, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE OUT-OF-STATE FIELD TRIP REQUEST 
SUBMITTED BY MARK GROVER, SCIENCE 
TEACHER AT JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE 
SCHOOL TO TRAVEL WITH STUDENTS 
FROM THE 8 ORANGE TEAM TO MYSTIC 
AQUARIUM IN MYSTIC, CONNECTICUT, ON 
APRIL 4, 2014.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, for discussion.   
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25.  Approval:  Second  
Reading:  Revised 
Transportation Policy 

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26.  Approval:  Second  
Reading:  Revised 
Diploma Waiver 
Policy  

 

 

Mr. Messier asked what’s the cost on this—it doesn’t 
list what students have to pay—there is no dollar 
amount.  Mrs. Tarasevich said she doesn’t know.    
Mr. Murphy said we have had many trips to Mystic so 
we know the cost should be low.  Mr. Monti said he 
believes it is part of the state grant, so admission is 
paid for, so the only cost may be the bus.  Mr. Murphy 
thanked Mr. Monti. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth 
B. Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Second Reading:  Revised 
Transportation Policy 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the second reading of the revised 
transportation policy. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE SECOND READING OF THE 
REVISED TRANSPORTATION POLICY.   
Motion seconded by Stephen H. Lawton, for 
discussion.   
 
Mr. Murphy said that Mr. Messier had made reference 
earlier that it should be reviewed every other year—
this policy was last reviewed in 1975. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. 
Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.   Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Second Reading:  Revised Diploma 
Waiver Policy 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the second reading of the revised 
Diploma Waiver Policy. 
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                        MOTION 

 

 

27.   Approval:  Second 
Reading:  West 
Warwick High School 
Certificate of 
Academic 
Achievement Policy  

 

 

                          MOTION 

 

 

 

 

28.  Approval:  Contracts   
 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE SECOND READING OF THE REVISED 
DIPLOMA WAIVER POLICY.  Motion seconded 
by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Christopher R. Messier, 
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph 
Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Second Reading:  West Warwick High 
School Certificate of Academic Achievement Policy 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the second reading of the West 
Warwick High School Certificate of Academic 
Achievement Policy.   
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE SECOND READING OF THE WEST 
WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL CERTIFICATE OF 
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT POLICY.  Motion 
seconded by Christopher R. Messier.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, 
Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Contracts 
a)  Director of Reform, Compliance, and 

Technology 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the contract of James R. Monti, 
Director of Reform, Compliance, and Technology. 
 
MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE CONTRACT OF JAMES R. MONTI, 
DIRECTOR OF REFORM, COMPLIANCE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY, JULY 1, 2014 – JUNE 30, 2017.    
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
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                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
b)  Director of Special Education and 

Pupil/Personnel Services 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the contract of Paul W. Vigeant, 
Director of Special Education and Pupil/Personnel 
Services, July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2017. 
 
MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE CONTRACT OF PAUL W. VIGEANT, 
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND 
PUPIL/PERSONNEL SERVICES.  Motion 
seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed.   
 
c)  Principal – Greenbush Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the contract of Brian J. Ackerman, 
Principal, Greenbush Elementary School, July 1, 2014 
through June 30, 2017. 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE CONTRACT OF BRIAN J. ACKERMAN, 
PRINCIPAL, GREENBUSH ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, JULY 1, 2014 THROUGH JUNE 30, 
2017.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Joseph 
Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, 
and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
d)  Assistant Principal – John F. Deering Middle 

School 
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                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

29.  Approval:  Maternity 
Leave 

 

 

 

 

 

                          MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30.  Approval:  Parental 
Leave 

 

Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the contract of Subhash Chander, 
Assistant Principal, John F. Deering Middle School, 
July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015. 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE CONTRACT OF SUBHASH CHANDER, 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL, JOHN F. DEERING 
MIDDLE SCHOOL, JULY 1, 2014 THROUGH 
JUNE 20, 2015.  Motion seconded by Christopher R. 
Messier.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Stephen  H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Maternity Leave:  Reading Specialist – 
Wakefield Hills Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the request for maternity leave 
from Crystal Owens, Reading Specialist at Wakefield 
Hills Elementary School, beginning approximately 
May 19, 2014 and extending through August 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR MATERNITY 
LEAVE FROM CRYSTAL OWENS, READING 
SPECIALIST AT WAKEFIELD HILLS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, BEGINNING 
APPROXIMATELY MAY 19, 2014 AND 
EXTENDING THROUGH AUGUST 2014.  Motion 
seconded by Stephen H. Lawton.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, Christopher 
R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Parental Leave:  Grade 5 Teacher – 
John F. Deering Middle School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the request for parental leave from 
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                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

31.  Extension of Parental 
Leave 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

32.  Approval:  
Administrator 
Severance Agreement 

 
                        MOTION 

Tessa Nunes, Grade 5 Teacher at John F. Deering 
Middle School, beginning March 3, 2014 and 
continuing through April 4, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR PARENTAL 
LEAVE FROM TESSA NUNES, GRADE 5 
TEACHER AT JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE 
SCHOOL, BEGINNING MARCH 3, 2014 AND 
CONTINUING THROUGH APRIL 4, 2014.  
Motion seconded by Stephen H. Lawton.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Joseph 
Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Extension of Parental Leave:  English 
Teacher – John F. Deering Middle School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the request for an extension of 
parental leave from Nicole Spencer, continuing until 
July 28, 2015. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR AN 
EXTENSION OF PARENTAL LEAVE FROM 
NICOLE SPENCER, CONTINUING UNTIL 
JULY 28, 2015.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. 
Brunero.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton,  
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and 
Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Administrator Severance Agreement 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the administrator severance 
agreement.   
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
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33.  Acceptance of 
Resignations 

 

 

 

 

                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR SEVERANCE 
AGREEMENT.  Motion seconded by Stephen H. 
Lawton.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher R. 
Messier, Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., and 
Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Acceptance of Resignations 
 
a)  Principal – John F. Horgan Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation of Donna M. Peluso 
from the position of Principal, John F. Horgan 
Elementary School, effective February 11, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF DONNA M. 
PELUSO FROM THE POSITION OF 
PRINCIPAL, JOHN F. HORGAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE 
FEBRUARY 11, 2014.  Motion seconded by Joseph 
Florio, Jr.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Elizabeth B. Brunero, Stephen H. 
Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, 
and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
b)  Part-Time Teacher Assistant – Maisie E. Quinn 

School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation of Sandra Bucci 
from the position of Part-Time Teacher Assistant, 
Maisie E. Quinn School, effective February 28, 2014.  
  
MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT 
THE RESIGNATION OF SANDRA BUCCI 
FROM THE POSITION OF PART-TIME 
TEACHER ASSISTANT, MAISIE E. QUINN 
SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 28, 2014.  
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
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34.  Consent to 
Superintendent’s 
Appointments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Consent to Superintendent’s Appointments 
 
a)  Certified Staff – After-School Math  

Ramp-Up Program – John F. Deering Middle 
School  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointments of the following individuals to the 
positions of Certified Staff in the After-School Math 
Ramp-Up Program at John F. Deering Middle School:  
Tufan Oral (4 days), Angela Palazzo (4 days), Amy 
DiPaolo (2 days), and Kelly Hersey (2 days).                
Mrs. Tarasevich said IDEA funding has been 
approved for these positions. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
PROVIDE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS TO THE POSITIONS OF 
CERTIFIED STAFF IN THE AFTER-SCHOOL 
MATH RAMP-UP PROGRAM AT JOHN F. 
DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL:  TUFAN ORAL 
(4 DAYS), ANGELA PALAZZO (4 DAYS), AMY 
DIPAOLO (2 DAYS), AND KELLY HERSEY (2 
DAYS).  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.   
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
b)   Certified Staff – After-School SAT Prep 

Program – West Warwick High School   
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointments of the following individuals to the 
positions of Certified Staff in the After-School SAT 
Prep Program at West Warwick High School:  Terry 
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Prohaska, Math Teacher, and Alison Lagor, English 
Teacher.  Mrs. Tarasevich said that IDEA funding has 
been approved for these positions. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
PROVIDE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS TO THE POSITIONS OF 
CERTIFIED STAFF IN THE AFTER-SCHOOL 
SAT PREP PROGRAM AT WEST WARWICK 
HIGH SCHOOL:  TERRY PROHASKA, MATH 
TEACHER, AND ALISON LAGOR, ENGLISH 
TEACHER.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. 
Brunero.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and 
Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
c)  Certified Staff – Special Education Extended  

School Year Program 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointments of the individuals listed on the following 
page to the positions of Certified Staff in the Special 
Education Extended School Year Program. 
 
The individuals listed were:  
 
ESY Assignment 
 
A – Marie Caswell 
B – Susan Larcom and Karen Siciliano 
C – Kristy Scallon 
D – Brittany Littlefield 
E – Alana Gutierrez 
F – Ruth Horton 
G – Kaitlin Armstrong 
H – Jessica Hassell 
I – Melanie Moore 
J – Michelle Kiernan 
K – Sarah Bentley, Deborah Bryan, Carrie Graham 
L  – Kelly Hersey 



School Committee Minutes 
March 11, 2014 

Page 18 of 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M-Nurse – Rebecca Handy 
N-Nurse  – Eileen Palazzo 
O-3 Speech – Bonnita Darcy 
P-Physical Therapist – Jennifer Wentworth 
Q-Occupational Therapist – Nancy Murphy 
S-DPT – Debra Heroux 
S-Psychologist – Stephen DeBlois 
S-Social Worker – Marie Drumm 
S-Speech Therapist – Debra Corrigan 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
GIVE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF THE INDIVIDUALS 
LISTED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE OF THE 
POSITIONS OF CERTIFIED STAFF IN THE 
SPECIAL EDUCATION EXTENDED SCHOOL 
YEAR PROGRAM.   
 
The individuals listed were:   
 
ESY Assignment 
 

A – Marie Caswell 
B – Susan Larcom and Karen Siciliano 
C – Kristy Scallon 
D – Brittany Littlefield 
E – Alana Gutierrez 
F – Ruth Horton 
G – Kaitlin Armstrong 
H – Jessica Hassell 
I – Melanie Moore 
J – Michelle Kiernan 
K – Sarah Bentley, Deborah Bryan, Carrie  
       Graham 
L  – Kelly Hersey 
M-Nurse – Rebecca Handy 
N-Nurse  – Eileen Palazzo 
O-3 Speech – Bonnita Darcy 
P-Physical Therapist – Jennifer Wentworth 
Q-Occupational Therapist – Nancy Murphy 
S-DPT – Debra Heroux 
S-Psychologist – Stephen DeBlois 
S-Social Worker – Marie Drumm 
S-Speech Therapist – Debra Corrigan 
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Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed 
 
d)  Classified Staff – Special Education Extended 

School Year Program 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointments of the individuals listed on the following 
page to the positions of Classified Staff in the Special 
Education Extended School Year Program. 
 
The individuals listed were: 
 
ESY Assignment 
 
A – Elaine Murphy, Joao Patita, Joyce Thornton, 

Kathryn Vinton 
 
B – Deborah Contois, Christine DeMers, Melissa 

Griffin, Della Lepore, Brenda Richards, Mary Ann 
Wodecki 

 
C – April Dorgan, Jeanne Ferguson, Amanda 

Jacobsen, Heather Jones, Amber Mansfield, Laura 
Vaudrain 

 
D – Maria Haughey 
 
E – Angel Messier 
 
F – Nathan Gomes, Roxann Phillips, Lena Saccoccio, 

Carolyn Schmiedekneht 
 
G – Paula Gardosik 
 
H-Clerk – Nancy Wolslegel 
 
MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
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ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF THE INDIVIDUALS 
LISTED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE TO THE 
POSITIONS OF CLASSIFIED STAFF IN THE 
SPECIAL EDUCATION EXTENDED SCHOOL 
YEAR PROGRAM.   
 
THE INDIVIDUALS LISTED WERE: 
 
ESY ASSIGNMENT 
 
A – ELAINE MURPHY, JOAO PATITA, JOYCE 

THORNTON, KATHRYN VINTON 
 
B – DEBORAH CONTOIS, CHRISTINE 

DEMERS, MELISSA GRIFFIN, DELLA 
LEPORE, BRENDA RICHARDS, MARY ANN 
WODECKI 

 
C – APRIL DORGAN, JEANNE FERGUSON, 

AMANDA JACOBSEN, HEATHER JONES, 
AMBER MANSFIELD, LAURA VAUDRAIN 

 
D – MARIA HAUGHEY 
 
E – ANGEL MESSIER 
 
F – NATHAN GOMES, ROXANN PHILLIPS, 

LENA SACCOCCIO, CAROLYN 
SCHMIEDEKNEHT 

 
G – PAULA GARDOSIK 
 
H-CLERK – NANCY WOLSLEGEL 
 
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, and 
Sean M. Murphy.  Mr. Messier recused himself.  
Motion passed 4 to 0. 
 
e)  Two (2) Part-Time Special Education Teacher 

Assistants/PCA Floaters K-4 – Greenbush 
Elementary School 
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Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Cheryl Burrill to the position of Part-
Time Special Education Teacher Assistant/PCA 
Floater K-4 (A.M.) at Greenbush Elementary School, 
effective February 24, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF CHERYL BURRILL  TO 
THE POSITION OF PART-TIME SPECIAL 
EDUCATION TEACHER ASSISTANT/PCA 
FLOATER K-4 (A.M.) AT GREENBUSH 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE 
FEBRUARY 24, 2014.  Motion seconded by 
Christopher R. Messier, for discussion.   
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said that Ms. Burrill has an 
Associates Degree from Bristol Community College in 
Deaf Studies, and she has conducted in-home daycare 
since 2004. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., Christopher R. 
Messier, Elizabeth B. Brunero, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Cheryl Burrill. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Faith Bates  to the position of Part-
Time Special Education Teacher Assistant/PCA 
Floater K-4 (P.M.) at Greenbush Elementary School, 
effective February 24, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
PROVIDE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF FAITH BATES  TO THE 
POSITION OF PART-TIME SPECIAL 
EDUCATION TEACHER ASSISTANT/PCA 
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35.  Audience of Citizens 

 

36.  School Committee 
Discussion for the 
Good and Welfare of 
the School System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

37.  Adjournment 

 

                       MOTION 

 

 

 

FLOATER K-4 (P.M.) AT GREENBUSH 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE 
FEBRUARY 24, 2014.  Motion seconded by Stephen 
H. Lawton, for discussion.   
 
In answer to a question from the School Committee, 
Mrs. Tarasevich confirmed that these positions which 
are IDEA funded do not come out of the local budget.  
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. 
Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Audience of Citizens 
 
None. 
 
School Committee Discussion for the Good and 
Welfare of the School System 
 
Mr. Murphy acknowledged and congratulated Alyson 
Satchell for the achievement of the Teacher of the 
Year for the Lions organization.  He said he had the 
opportunity to attend the dinner when Mrs. Satchell 
was recognized.  Mr. Murphy said Mrs. Satchell HAS 
put a lot of hard work and dedication into her teaching 
career, especially the Kindergarten program.  He said 
he knows we didn’t have a full-time Kindergarten 
program in the past and a lot of districts really don’t 
have full day; and that program was spearheaded by 
Mrs. Brunero and he thanks her. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ADJOURN 
THE MEETING.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. 
Brunero.  The following members voted  
in the affirmative:  Christopher R. Messier, Stephen 
H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at:  8:15 P.M. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Christopher R. Messier, Clerk 
 
 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo, Recorder 

  
  

 


