
 
MINUTES 

WEST WARWICK SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
DECEMBER 10, 2013 

JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL 
WEBSTER KNIGHT DRIVE 

5:30 P.M. 
 

This meeting was called to order by Sean M. Murphy, Chairman. 
 
 
Members Present: 
 

 
 
 
School Committee 
Attorney Present: 
 
Administrators Present: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Recording Secretary: 
 

1. Open Session 
 
 
 

2. Roll Call 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Motion to go into  
      Executive Session 
 

Sean M. Murphy, Chairperson 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Vice-Chairperson 
Christopher R. Messier, Clerk 
Joseph Florio, Jr. 
Stephen H. Lawton 
  
Andrew Henneous, Esquire 
 
Karen A. Tarasevich, Superintendent of Schools 
Margaret Baker, Director of Financial Operations 
Gregory Kortick, Athletic Director 
James Monti, Director of Educational Reform, 
     Compliance and Technology 
Kenneth Townsend, Director of Property Services 
Paul Vigeant, Director of Special Education and 

Pupil/Personnel Services 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo 
 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Murphy opened the meeting at 5:35 P.M. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero, Mr. Messier, Mr. Florio, 
and Mr. Lawton. 
 
Motion to go into Executive Session according to 
RI General Laws 42-46-4 and 42-46-5, Subsection 
(a) Paragraphs 2 and 3 
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                     MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Executive Session  
       
 
 
 
 

5.  Open Session   

 

6.   Roll Call 

 

 

7.  Reading of Mission 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GO INTO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ACCORDING TO RI 
GENERAL LAWS 42-46-4 AND 42-46-5, 
SUBSECTION (a), PARAGRAPHS 2 and 3.  
Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Joseph 
Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Executive Session 
 
a)  Discussion:  Retiree Negotiations 
b)  Personnel 
 
The School Committee met in Executive Session. 
 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Murphy opened the public session at 6:30 P.M. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero, Mr. Messier, 
Mr. Florio, and Mr. Lawton.   
 
Reading of Mission Statement 
 
Mr. Messier read the Mission Statement of the West 
Warwick Public Schools. 
 
The West Warwick Public Schools, in partnership with 
the entire community, is dedicated to providing all 
learners with access and opportunity to a challenging  
comprehensive education while developing 21st Century 
Skills in a safe, personalized learning environment. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mr. Florio led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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9.  Motion to Close 
Executive Session 
Minutes 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

10.  Student Representative 

 

 

 

11.  Audience of Citizens 

 

12.  Chairman’s Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13.  Superintendent’s 
Report 

 

 

 
Motion to Close Executive Session Minutes 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
CLOSE THE EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES.  
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Student Representative 
 
Rachel Lachapelle spoke about the following topics: 
 

• Coffeehouse 
• Winter Ball 
• Healthy Schools Competition 

 
Audience of Citizens 
 
None. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
 
Mr. Murphy said the time around Thanksgiving and 
Christmas is for spending with family and friends and 
he has always enjoyed that.  He spoke about how 
working in Central Falls has been a wonderful 
experience in many ways and seeing people from 
poorer communities opens your eyes; there are many 
people living at the poverty level who can barely 
afford food or clothes.  Mr. Murphy said this time of 
year is a great time to help others and he spoke about 
the activities such as clothing and food drives that are 
conducted throughout the district. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich  echoed Mr. Murphy’s comments that 
there are wonderful things going on in the district, not 
just at this time of year and we recognize how 
fortunate we are. 



School Committee Minutes 
December 10, 2013 

Page 4 of 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14.  Consent Agenda 

        a)    Approval:  Executive 
Session Minutes:  
November 12, 2013 

         b)   Approval:  Open 
Session Minutes:        
November 12, 2013 

         c)   Approval:  Special 
Meeting Executive 
Session Minutes:   
November 21, 2013 

         d)   Approval:  Special 
Meeting Open Session 
Minutes:      
November 21, 2013 

          e)  Approval:  Payment  
of Bills:  $1,563,562.12 

 

                         MOTION               

 

 

 

 
Mrs. Tarasevich also highlighted some good news in 
the district: 
 

• The football team won the Super Bowl. 
• Preparations for the play are underway. 
• Concerts are coming up and she invited 

everyone to attend. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich thanked everyone for their hard work 
and dedication; because of that the district is moving 
right along. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

a) Approval:  Executive Session Minutes:   
November 12, 2013 

 
 
 

b) Approval:  Open Session Minutes:     
November 12, 2013 

 
 
 
c) Approval:  Special Meeting Executive 

Session Minutes:  November 21, 2013 
 
     
 

d) Approval:  Special Meeting Open Session 
Minutes:  November 21, 2013 

 
 

e) Approval:  Payment of Bills:  $1,563,562.12 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  Motion 
seconded by Stephen H. Lawton.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton, 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
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15.   Approval:  Home 
Instruction Plans 

              

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16.   Approval:  West 
Warwick School 
Committee 2014 
Meeting Schedule  

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 
Approval:  Home Instruction Plans 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the following requests from  
parents to provide home schooling to their children 
during the 2013-2014 school year: 
 
Katherine Kenyon 
Brenda Newbury 
Robin Plante 
  
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE FOLLOWING REQUESTS 
FROM PARENTS TO PROVIDE HOME 
SCHOOLING TO THEIR CHILDREN DURING 
THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR: 
 
KATHERINE KENYON 
BRENDA NEWBURY 
ROBIN PLANTE 
 
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed.  
 
Approval:  West Warwick School Committee 2014 
Meeting Schedule 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the West Warwick School 
Committee 2014 meeting schedule. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE 2014 MEETING SCHEDULE.  
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr., for discussion.  
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17.   Approval:  Out-of-
State Field Trip 
Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

Mr. Lawton asked about the dates for the June and 
July meetings.  It was decided that the correct dates 
for those meetings should be June 10th and July 8th. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph 
Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Out-of-State Field Trip Requests 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the out-of-state field trip request 
submitted by Coach Jeffrey Parenteau to travel with 
three members of the track team to the Dartmouth 
relays in Hanover, New Hampshire, January 10-12, 
2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE OUT-OF-STATE FIELD TRIP 
REQUEST SUBMITTED BY COACH JEFFREY 
PARENTEAU TO TRAVEL WITH THREE 
MEMBERS OF THE TRACK TEAM TO THE 
DARTMOUTH RELAYS IN HANOVER, NEW 
HAMPSHIRE, JANUARY 10-12, 2014.  Motion 
seconded by Stephen H. Lawton.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton,  
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the out-of-state field trip request 
submitted by the Grade 4 teachers at Greenbush 
Elementary School to travel with approximately 90 
students to the Boston Museum of Science, Boston, 
Massachusetts, on January 24, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE OUT-OF-STATE FIELD TRIP 
REQUEST SUBMITTED BY THE GRADE 4 
TEACHERS AT GREENBUSH ELEMENTARY 
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18.  Discussion/Action:  
Naming of West 
Warwick High School 
Gymnasium  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL TO TRAVEL WITH 
APPROXIMATELY 90 STUDENTS TO THE 
BOSTON MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS, ON JANUARY 24, 2014.  
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Discussion/Action:  Naming of West Warwick High 
School Gymnasium  
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said at the request of Chairman 
Murphy, this item has been added to the agenda; and 
she recommended that there be a discussion and 
possible action. 
 
Mr. Murphy spoke of the great commitment and 
dedication of Coach Dan Sylvester in his many years 
at the high school and also in the community.   
Mr. Murphy also spoke about the number of 
championships won by Coach Sylvester.  Mr. Murphy 
recommended that the West Warwick High School 
Gymnasium be named after Coach Dan Sylvester. 
 
Athletic Director Greg Kortick also spoke about 
Coach Sylvester and expanded on the many 
accomplishments of Coach Sylvester noted by 
Chairman Murphy. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE NAMING OF THE WEST 
WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM AS 
THE DAN SYLVESTER GYMNASIUM.    
Motion seconded by Stephen H. Lawton.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Joseph 
Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.   
Motion unanimously passed. 
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19.  Approval:  First 
Reading:  Chapter 1 – 
West Warwick Public 
Schools Policy Manual  

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Approval:  First Reading:  Chapter 1 – West 
Warwick Public Schools Policy Manual 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the first reading of Chapter 1 of 
the West Warwick Public Schools Policy Manual. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF 
CHAPTER 1 OF THE WEST WARWICK 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS POLICY MANUAL.  Motion 
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero, for discussion.   
 
Mr. Florio asked shouldn’t there have been a 
committee to make these proposed changes?  Attorney 
Henneous said the School Committee is the statutory 
body to establish policy.  Regarding a sub-committee, 
he said that is the School Committee’s decision; and 
that the School Committee approves policies 
submitted by the Superintendent.  He said discussion 
is allowed at the meetings, that’s why you have public 
discussion; and the way the School Committee 
addresses that is to have a first and second reading.  
You have a first reading at a public meeting and the 
public can participate and ask questions; that is where 
the public participates and it is based on the way the 
by-laws are written. 
 
Mr. Florio spoke about putting a committee together 
to review the policies and recommend changes to the 
School Committee and referred to how this had been 
handled in the past by a previous School Committee. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich explained that what Mr. Williamson 
has done is align the policies with state law, the BEP, 
and town charter—it’s a baseline.  Mr. Murphy noted 
it’s not about adding things and taking things out—it’s 
basically aligning them to these three entities. 
Mr. Williamson said he is trying to make it more 
current as a baseline; after you get it more current, it 
gives you a better place to start the work. 
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Mr. Henneous gave an example of bringing the policy 
manual into compliance with state law:  he said that 
School Committees were required to adopt the Code 
of Ethics, and this brings the School Committee into 
compliance. 
 
Mr. Florio brought up the issue of the current policy 
requiring two School Committee members to request a 
Special Meeting, and the new policy would require 
three members.  He said that would be a problem 
because three members communicating would be a 
rolling quorum.  Mr. Henneous advised that three 
members are permitted to communicate for the 
purpose of scheduling a meeting.   
 
Mr. Florio expressed concern that once this is 
approved, they would have to go through the whole 
process to change one of those policies.   
Mr. Williamson said this is a living document—the 
change process should be on-going. 
 
Mr. Ryan Franklin of 1605 Main Street addressed the 
School Committee.  Mr. Franklin questioned that it is 
not a violation if three people talk about scheduling a 
meeting.  Mr. Henneous responded not if it is for 
scheduling purposes. 
 
Mr. Williamson spoke about the example of the 
required Code of Ethics.  He said this is the type of 
thing we have been lax on.  Mr. Williamson explained 
that some of the other changes were simply to move a 
policy from one sub-section to another where it would 
be more appropriately placed. 
 
Mr. Murphy said the purpose of the agenda item 
tonight is first passage and then it will be presented 
for second passage at a later meeting. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher 
R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  The following 
member voted in the negative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Motion passed 4 to 1. 
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20.   Approval:  
Maternity/Parental 
Leave:  Special 
Education Teacher –  
High School  

 

 

 

                          MOTION 

 

 

 

21.  Approval:  Parental 
Leave:  Special 
Education Teacher – 
John F. Horgan 
Elementary School 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval:  Maternity/Parental Leave:  Special 
Education Teacher – West Warwick High School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the request for maternity/parental 
leave submitted by Danielle Irving, Special Education 
teacher at West Warwick High School   Maternity 
leave will commence December 16, 2013 – March 16, 
2014 and will continue with parental leave –  
March 17, 2014 – April 30, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR MATERNITY/ 
PARENTAL LEAVE SUBMITTED BY 
DANIELLE IRVING, SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER AT WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by Stephen H. Lawton.  
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, Stephen H. 
Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Parental Leave:  Special Education 
Teacher – John F. Horgan Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the request for parental leave 
submitted by Stacey D’Uva, Special Education 
Teacher at John F. Horgan Elementary School, 
through January 1, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR PARENTAL 
LEAVE SUBMITTED BY STACEY D’UVA, 
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER AT JOHN F. 
HORGAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
THROUGH JANUARY 1, 2014.  Motion seconded 
by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen 
H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher R. 
Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
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22.  Acceptance of 
Resignations 

 

 

 

 

                          MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

23.  Consent to 
Superintendent’s 
Appointments   

 

 

 

 
Acceptance of Resignations: 
a)  .5 Registered Nurse – John F. Deering Middle 

School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation from Maria Botelho, 
.5 Registered Nurse at John F. Deering Middle 
School. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION FROM MARIA 
BOTELHO, .5 REGISTERED NURSE AT  
JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL.  Motion 
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
b)  Title I Director 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation from Donna Peluso, 
Title I Coordinator. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION FROM DONNA 
PELUSO, TITLE I COORDINATOR.  Motion 
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher 
R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Consent to Superintendent’s Appointments: 
 
a)  Reappointment and Compensation:  Attendance 

Officer 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
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                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       MOTION 

 

reappointment of Jill Sabatine to the position of 
Attendance Officer for the West Warwick Public 
Schools, effective January 1, 2014 through  
December 31, 2014.   
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
GIVE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
REAPPOINTMENT OF JILL SABATINE TO 
THE POSITION OF ATTENDANCE OFFICER 
FOR THE WEST WARWICK PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2014 
THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2014.  Motion 
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero, for discussion. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said she can’t say enough about  
Ms. Sabatine—she is an absolutely great asset to the 
district and students and families. 
 
Mr. Messier asked this re-appointment is for the 
calendar year?  Mrs. Tarasevich said that state law 
mandates every December that we reappoint.   
Mr. Murphy stated that this person goes above and 
beyond. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
b)  Long-Term Substitute Music Teacher – West 

Warwick High School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointment of Matthew Livesey to the position of 
Long-Term Substitute Music Teacher at West 
Warwick High School, effective October 24, 2013. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
GIVE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF MATTHEW LIVESEY TO 
THE POSITION OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE 
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                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC TEACHER AT WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 24, 2013 .  
Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero, for 
discussion.   
 
Mr. Vigeant said Mr. Livesey is a 2008 graduate of 
Rhode Island College, he subbed in Providence for 
three years, and we applied for emergency 
certification for him since he has a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Music, and it was granted by the R.I. Department of 
Education. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Matthew Livesey. 
 
c)   Long-Term Substitute Grade 5 Teacher –   

John F. Deering Middle School   
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointment of Victoria Ahrens to the position of 
Long-Term Substitute Grade 5 Teacher at John F. 
Deering Middle School effective December 2, 2013 
through February 28, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF VICTORIA AHRENS TO 
THE POSITION OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE 
GRADE 5 TEACHER AT JOHN F. DEERING 
MIDDLE SCHOOL EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 2, 
2013 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2014.  Motion 
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Christopher R. 
Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, 
Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
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                                  MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

d)  Long-Term Substitute Mathematics Teacher – 
West Warwick High School 

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointment of Robert Arnold to the position of Long-
Term Substitute Mathematics Teacher at West 
Warwick High School, effective November 12, 2013 
through February 14, 2014. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
GIVE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF ROBERT ARNOLD TO 
THE POSITION OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE 
MATHEMATICS TEACHER AT WEST 
WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE 
NOVEMBER 12, 2013 THROUGH  
FEBRUARY 14, 2014.  Motion seconded by Joseph 
Florio, Jr., for discussion.   
 
Mr. Messier questioned the dates—this person started 
in November, and the School Committee is approving 
this now.  Mr. Vigeant informed the School 
Committee that Mr. Arnold is a retiree, and we are 
required to look for non-retirees first. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph 
Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed 
 
e)  Long-Term Substitute Special Education 

Teacher – West Warwick High School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointment of Andrew Belanger to the position of 
Long-Term Substitute Special Education Teacher at 
West Warwick High School. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
GIVE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
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                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

                       

APPOINTMENT OF ANDREW BELANGER TO 
THE POSITION OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE 
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER AT WEST 
WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, for discussion.   
 
Mr. Florio asked about the candidate’s application 
indicating that he has an Associate’s Degree.   
Mr. Vigeant explained that Mr. Belanger will actually 
be graduating from Rhode Island College on Friday 
and he will be starting in this position on Monday 
morning; he has a degree in Special Education, and we 
are very happy to have him. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Andrew Belanger. 
 
f)  Assistant Girls’ Gymnastics Coach – West 

Warwick High School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointment of Angela Cidade to the position of 
Assistant Girls’ Gymnastics Coach at West Warwick 
High School. 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON  
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF ANGELA CIDADE TO THE 
POSITION OF ASSISTANT GIRLS’ 
GYMNASTICS COACH AT WEST WARWICK 
HIGH SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by Christopher 
R. Messier  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero,  
Christopher R. Messier, Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean 
M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
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                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24.  Audience of Citizens 
 

 

 

 

 
g)  Part-Time Bus Monitor – West Warwick Public 

Schools 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointment of Kerry Payne to the position of Part-
Time Bus Monitor for the West Warwick Public 
Schools. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
GIVE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF KERRY PAYNE TO THE 
POSITION OF PART-TIME BUS MONITOR 
FOR THE WEST WARWICK PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, for discussion.   
 
Mr. Vigeant said that Kerry Payne is a West Warwick 
resident and began working for us as a substitute bus 
monitor in September 2010; she was hired as a 
permanent bus monitor in October 2010 and stayed 
until June 2011.  Mr. Vigeant said Ms. Payne returned 
as a substitute in December 2012, and we are happy to 
have her back. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Kerry Payne. 
 
Audience of Citizens 
 
Gary Trott of 60 Phenix Avenue addressed the School 
Committee.  Mr. Trott directed a question to Attorney 
Henneous regarding the requirement to adopt the 
Code of Ethics; he asked are we forbidden from being 
stricter than the state code, and Mr. Henneous said no. 
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25.  School Committee 
Discussion for the 
Good and Welfare of 
the School System 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Trott asked if the policies are available on line, 
and Mr. Murphy said not until it has been adopted at a 
first reading.  Mr. Henneous said this is a draft copy, 
and it is up to the committee whether they want to 
make it available as a clearly denoted draft copy. 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended thinking back to the 
conversation that the purpose of the work being done 
now is to provide a baseline for the committee to work 
with, and once the committee is working on it, then it 
could become public; right now, it is just being 
aligned to give the committee something to work with. 
 
Mr. Trott expressed his opinion that people should be 
able to see what is being removed with a line through 
it and any new parts in blue. 
 
Mr. Williamson said just to have an understanding of 
what we are trying to accomplish, the goal is to give 
the School Committee a draft that will have two 
readings.  Mrs. Tarasevich referred back to  
Mr. Henneous’s comments about public discussion at 
the different readings.  Mr. Henneous added that sub-
committee meetings going forward would be another 
opportunity for the public to come forward.  He said 
he thinks the issue presented here as Mr. Williamson 
said is that the document you are starting with is so 
antiquated, to go with the red line format, you 
wouldn’t have been able to understand  it. 
 
Mr. Trott expressed appreciation to the School 
Committee for letting him have a little bit of time.  
  
School Committee Discussion for the Good and 
Welfare of the School System 
 
Mr. Murphy commended the directors for their reports 
and he highlighted some of the information supplied 
by Mr. Vigeant regarding the transition of students 
with IEP's to work or college.  
 
Mr. Monti answered questions from the School 
Committee regarding Chromebooks. 
 
 



School Committee Minutes 
December 10, 2013 

Page 18 of 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26.  Adjournment 

  

                      MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mrs. Tarasevich commended Mr. Monti for his efforts 
in obtaining the grant money for the Chromebooks.  
Mr. Monti commended the work of members of his 
department:  Lester Petrarca, Toni Mouat, and Frank 
Mealy, as well as West Warwick High School Student 
Steven Russell. 
 
Mr. Murphy thanked Mr. Townsend and  
Mr. Williamson for seeking a DEM grant for lights at 
the football field. 
 
Mr. Florio noted that he would really like to see the 
mentor program moving forward.  Mr. Monti spoke 
about the work that is being done in this direction.  
Mr. Florio spoke about a meeting he had attended at 
the high school with student mentors. 
 
Mr. Messier asked Mr. Vigeant about the Special 
Education Parent Advisory Committee meeting.   
Mr. Vigeant indicated that eight people were in 
attendance and noted that they had sent out flyers and 
made phone calls to pre-school parents.  He said it is a 
work in progress.  The School Committee and  
Mr. Vigeant discussed notification methods for future 
meetings. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ADJOURN 
THE MEETING.  Motion seconded by Joseph 
Florio, Jr.  The following members voted  
in the affirmative:  Stephen H. Lawton, Christopher R. 
Messier, Joseph Florio, Elizabeth B. Brunero, and 
Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at:  7:37 P.M. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Christopher R. Messier, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo, Recorder 

  
  

 


