
 
MINUTES 

WEST WARWICK SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2013 

JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL 
WEBSTER KNIGHT DRIVE 

5:00 P.M. 
 

This meeting was called to order by Sean M. Murphy, Chairman. 
 
 
Members Present: 
 

 
 
 
 
School Committee 
Attorney Present: 
 
Administrators Present: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recording Secretary: 
 

1. Open Session 
 
 
 
 

 
Sean M. Murphy, Chairperson 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Vice-Chairperson 
Christopher R. Messier, Clerk 
Joseph Florio, Jr. 
Stephen H. Lawton 
    
Andrew Henneous, Esquire 
 
Karen A. Tarasevich, Superintendent of Schools 
Margaret Baker, Director of Financial Operations 
Jeffrey Guiot, Assistant Principal, West Warwick  
     High School 
Gregory Kortick, Athletic Director 
Kim Laliberte, Assistant Principal, West Warwick  
     High School 
James Monti, Director of Educational Reform, 
     Compliance and Technology 
Keith Remillard, Principal, Wakefield Hills  
     Elementary School 
Philip Solomon, Assistant Principal, West Warwick  
     High School 
Kenneth Townsend, Director of Property Services 
Paul Vigeant, Director of Special Education and 

Pupil/Personnel Services 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo 
 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Murphy opened the meeting at 5:05 P.M. 
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2. Roll Call 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Motion to go into  
      Executive Session 
 
 
 
 
 

                     MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Executive Session  
       
 
 
 
 
 

5.  Open Session   

 

6.   Roll Call 

 

 

7.  Reading of Mission 
Statement 

 

Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero, Mr. Florio, and  
Mr. Lawton.  Mr. Messier arrived just after roll call. 
 
Motion to go into Executive Session according to 
RI General Laws 42-46-4 and 42-46-5, Subsection 
(a) Paragraph 2 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GO INTO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ACCORDING TO RI 
GENERAL LAWS 42-46-4 AND 42-46-5, 
SUBSECTION (a), PARAGRAPH 2.  Motion 
seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Executive Session 
 

Discussion:  Contracts: 
a) Personnel:  Assistant to the Superintendent 
b) Joint Meeting with West Warwick Town 

Council re:  Personnel/Consolidation 
 
The School Committee met in Executive Session. 
 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Murphy opened the public session at 6:40 P.M. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero, Mr. Messier, Mr. Florio, 
and Mr. Lawton.   
 
Reading of Mission Statement 
 
Mr. Messier read the Mission Statement of the West 
Warwick Public Schools. 



School Committee Minutes 
September 10, 2013 

Page 3 of 27 

 

 

 

8.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 

9.  Motion to Close 
Executive Session 
Minutes 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

10.  Student Recognition  

  

11.  Student Representative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The West Warwick Public Schools, in partnership with 
the entire community, is dedicated to providing all 
learners with access and opportunity to a challenging  
comprehensive education while developing 21st Century 
Skills in a safe, personalized learning environment. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mr. Florio led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion to Close Executive Session Minutes 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE CLOSE 
THE EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES.  Motion 
seconded by Christopher R. Messier.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher R. 
Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Student Recognition 
 
None. 
 
Student Representative  
 
Christina Levesque, President of the Student Council, 
reported on the following upcoming events/activities 
at West Warwick High School: 
 
• The first blood drive of the year will be held on 

Friday, September 20th, from 8 A.M.– 2 P.M. in 
the high school gym. 

 
• The Social Committee and Student Council are 

currently planning for this year’s homecoming 
pep rally and dance.  The pep rally will be held on 
Friday, October 4th, from 7-8:30 P.M,. in the gym.  
The Homecoming Dance will be held on 
Saturday, October 5th, from 7-11 P.M. in the high 
school gym. 
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12.  Audience of Citizens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13.  Chairman’s Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Audience of Citizens 
 
Ann Brown, a West Warwick parent, addressed the 
School Committee regarding the following concerns: 
 

• Her 6th grade daughter was one of 43 students 
who found out when school started that she 
would not have band class in her schedule. The 
situation has still not been corrected. 

 
• There has not been room on the bus for her 

10th grade daughter and about a dozen other 
students. 

 
• She was unable to get answers to her questions 

regarding policies at the high school, the 
telephone numbers for the Superintendent and 
the School Committee members, and the 
location of the School Committee meeting. 

 
Mr. Murphy told Ms. Brown that the 
Superintendent would look into her concerns. 

 
Chairman’s Report 
 
Mr. Murphy said he hopes everyone had a good 
summer.  He said the School Committee had a 
meeting with the Town Council in Executive Session.    
Mr. Murphy said as everybody is aware, we are in 
financial straits, and we are looking at lucrative ways 
to save money for people in the community and to 
make sure our ultimate outcome is that students can 
achieve.  He said it can be about shared services.   
Mr. Murphy said Lou Moretski is involved with 
communication services and he has spoken with them 
about having one communication system throughout 
the town.   
 
Mr. Murphy said the relationship with the town seems 
to be going forward.   He said Maggie Baker and 
Karen Tarasevich will meet with the Town Manager 
and the Town Finance Officer on a weekly or  
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14.  Superintendent’s 
Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15.  Consent Agenda 

         a)    Approval:  Executive 
Session Minutes:  
August 13, 2013 

        b)   Approval:  Open 
Session Minutes:        
August 13, 2013 

         c)   Approval:  Special 
Meeting Executive 
Session Minutes:   
August 21, 2013 

         d)   Approval:  Special 
Meeting Open Session 
Minutes:  August 21, 
2013 

          e)  Approval:  Payment  
of Bills:  $795,871.86 

 

                         MOTION               

 

bi-weekly basis, and the School Committee and Town 
Council will meet once a month.  
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said she wants to comment on the 
opening of school—a lot goes into opening school, 
scheduling, maintenance, transportation.  She thanked 
the teachers, teacher assistants, building level 
administrators, central office, and the School 
Committee – this is a huge task and we provided what 
we need to for our students, not only what’s required 
by mandate, but opportunities for extracurricular 
activities—education is more than just academics.  
Mrs. Tarasevich commended the staff for their work. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
 

a) Approval:  Executive Session Minutes:   
August 13, 2013 

 
 

b) Approval:  Open Session Minutes:     
August 13, 2013 

 
 
 
 
c) Approval:  Special Meeting Executive 

Session Minutes:  August 21, 2013 
 
 
     

d) Approval:  Special Meeting Open Session 
Minutes:  August 21, 2013 

 
 
e) Approval:  Payment of Bills:  $795,871.86 
 

MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE CONSENT AGENDA.  Motion seconded by 
Stephen H. Lawton.  The following members voted in 
the affirmative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., Christopher R.  
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16.   Approval:  Home 
Instruction Plans 

              

 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messier, Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, 
and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Home Instruction Plans 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the home instruction plans of  
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Brown, Jr.; Jamie & Eric Broz; 
Sean & Maribeth Carew; Theresa & Carl DeSimone; 
Mr. & Mrs. Tyrell Fath; Terrence Lee & Erika 
Iannella; Timothy & Mandy LaGreca; Kelly 
Raymond; Christopher Rice & Rachel Young; Laurie 
Guertin; and Dawn Kane. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE HOME INSTRUCTION PLANS 
OF:  MR. & MRS. STEVEN BROWN, JR.; 
JAMIE & ERIC BROZ, SEAN & MARIBETH 
CAREW; THERESA & CARL DESIMONE; MR. 
& MRS. TYRELL FATH; TERRENCE LEE & 
ERIKA IANNELLA; TIMOTHY & MANDY 
LAGRECA; KELLY RAYMOND; 
CHRISTOPHER RICE & RACHEL YOUNG; 
LAURIE GUERTIN; AND DAWN KANE.  Motion 
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero, for discussion. 
 
Mr. Messier said the School Committee had 
previously talked about trying to find out the reasons 
families were choosing to home-school their children 
just to see if it is for a reason that we could address.  
Mr. Murphy asked if the School Committee is privy to 
that information.  Mr. Henneous said he doesn’t 
believe you can make approval contingent upon 
parents supplying that information; perhaps you could 
ask for information for a survey.  Mr. Messier said he 
is just curious if the families wanted to provide some 
type of input—the School Committee wouldn’t need 
to know the names, just the survey answers. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B.  
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed.  
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17.  Discussion:  Current 
Sub-Committee 
Assignments  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Discussion:  Current Sub-Committee Assignments 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that there be a 
discussion of current sub-committee assignments. 
 
Mr. Murphy opened the discussion with a question 
about the terms of assignments.  Mr. Henneous said he 
could look into the by-laws but general speaking, 
every time there is an election, the Committee will 
rename the members of the sub-committees.   
Mr. Murphy noted that Mr. Williamson hopes to have 
Chapter 1 of the policy manual ready for the next 
meeting.  Mr. Murphy said from this meeting forward, 
we will have a new chapter come forward at every 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Murphy said one of his concerns is since the 
School Committee sub-committees can’t be 
permanent, the Public Relations Committee has been 
running.  Mr. Messier asked if we can put a three year 
date on the committee.   
 
Mr. Henneous said generally it is the membership that 
is not permanent, but the sub-committee itself is a 
standing committee.  Mr. Williamson said maybe a 
better example is the facilities needs committee which 
needs to be in place for reimbursement. 
 
Mr. Henneous said the policy manual can easily be re-
written; most by-laws set up permanent sub-
committees and then the designated membership 
would change every year. 
 
Mr. Messier said we should probably update that; if 
we modify the policy manual, does that automatically 
change the committee?  Mr. Henneous said the first 
step would be to modify the policy, and if it conflicts 
with what you are doing, you would follow the policy. 
 
The School Committee talked about temporary 
committees—Mr. Murphy noted we had a committee 
that met on the naming of the gym.  Mr. Henneous 
said that’s different than budget or facilities.   
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18.  Discussion/Approval:  
Assistant to the 
Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Murphy said we can wait until the next meeting 
when we have the new update to the policy guide and 
that category will be in that.  Mr. Messier asked are 
we going to reassign people, and Mr. Murphy said not 
until we have a policy. 
 
Discussion/Approval:  Assistant to the 
Superintendent 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the creation of a pilot volunteer 
assistant to the superintendent position and name the 
current School Committee liaison to the position. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE CREATION OF A PILOT 
VOLUNTEER ASSISTANT TO THE 
SUPERINTENDENT POSITION AND NAME 
THE CURRENT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
LIAISON TO THE POSITION.  Motion seconded 
by Elizabeth B. Brunero, for discussion. 
 
Mr. Murphy noted that this position isn’t assistant 
superintendent; it is assistant to the superintendent.  
Mrs. Tarasevich said further down on the agenda, you 
will notice our previous assistant superintendent has 
resigned from that position.  Mrs. Tarasevich said at 
this point, she is revisiting that position, how to best 
move forward considering the financial position and 
budgetary constraints and how to best organize to get 
the bodies of work done.  She said there are still 
bodies of work to be done in her transition to the 
district and the need for support.  Mrs. Tarasevich said 
her recommendation is we create this pilot voluntary 
position to help with this while she is reassessing the 
work in moving forward and how those duties can be 
handled and how to best fill those needs. 
 
Mr. Florio said he just has a question on the sheet the 
School Committee received earlier regarding number 
9.  Mrs. Tarasevich said she thinks we decided to take 
out number 9.  Mr. Messier said we are looking at a 
draft description of duties for this new position.   
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Mrs. Tarasevich said basically it is her outline for the 
School Committee, talking points, where she sees the 
need for support in moving forward. 
 
Mr. Murphy said he is all for it—how can you run the 
district without help, and to not have to pay for this 
position.  Mrs. Tarasevich said she offers this as a 
pilot volunteer position and she will reassess the 
needs.   
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said it is a non-certified position—
there are definitely some duties that the assistant 
superintendent performed which the assistant to the 
superintendent can’t perform without certification.  
Mr. Murphy said this person cannot step into the 
Superintendent’s place when she is not here.            
Mr. Murphy said Mr. Williamson does not have an 
assistant superintendent certification and would not be 
able to represent the Superintendent in her full 
capacity.  Mr. Williamson said not in educational 
decision making.  Mr. Messier asked Mr. Williamson 
if he wants the job, and Mr. Williamson said yes.         
Mr. Messier said just so everyone understands, it 
really does make sense to have this type of role.  From 
our standpoint, it does make sense to pilot it, and from 
a dollars perspective, we save money hiring an 
assistant to the superintendent versus an assistant 
superintendent.   
 
Mr. Murphy said Mr. Williamson’s knowledge with 
regard what has gone on in the district is very 
important.  Mr. Murphy said while we are extremely 
confident of Mrs. Tarasevich or we wouldn’t have 
chosen her, we need someone to help in the transition. 
 
Mr. Williamson said he sees it as a dual role—
anything he could offer would go through the 
superintendent but if anyone on the committee has a 
question that he could assist with, he would be happy 
to do so. 
 
Mr. Messier said Mr. Williamson has been involved 
with the district for many years as a parent, a coach, a 
School Committee member, and chairperson of the 
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19.  Discussion:  Mail 
Delivery  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

school committee.  He said no one is questioning  
Mr. Williamson’s knowledge; he is a great asset to the 
community.  He said his only concern is the 
perception—are you functioning as the liaison or as 
the assistant to the superintendent.  To some people, 
the line may become gray—that’s why he says we 
have to have two separate positions.   
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said she can’t underestimate the asset 
Mr. Williamson is to the district in moving forward.  
Mrs. Brunero said we are fortunate to have him. 
 
Discussion:  Mail Delivery 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that there be a 
discussion about mail delivery.  Mr. Florio said he 
knows we had two problems the first week of 
school—one with an envelope and a package.  He said 
he is requesting all mail go through the administration 
building.  Mr. Florio said he talked to the postmaster, 
and he said it wouldn’t be a problem delivering all the 
mail to the administration building, and if there’s a 
problem with a piece of mail, we wouldn’t have to 
shut a school down. 
 
Mr. Murphy asked how it is being handled now.   
Mrs. Tarasevich said every school has a separate 
delivery and typically, it is the office staff that sorts 
and delivers the mail.  Mr. Messier said he agrees with 
Mr. Florio that we need to take into account the safety 
of our kids first and foremost.   
 
The School Committee continued to discuss the 
subject with input from the superintendent including 
the following topics:  that mail can only be legally 
opened by the person it is addressed to, the fact that 
some mail may not look unusual or suspicious unless 
you were specifically looking for certain information, 
and the fact that public safety officials would be the 
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20.  Approval:  Out-of-
State Field Trip 
Request    

 

 

           

 

                           MOTION        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21.  Approval:  
Memorandum of 
Agreement 

 

ones who would decide on the course of action if there 
were to be a problem.   
 
Approval:  Out-of-State Field Trip Request:  West 
Warwick High School Foreign Language Students 
to New York, New York, November 9, 2013 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the out-of-state field trip request 
for the West Warwick High School Foreign Language 
Students to New York, New York, November 9, 2013. 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE OUT-OF-STATE FIELD TRIP REQUEST 
FOR THE WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDENTS TO NEW 
YORK, NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 9, 2013.  
Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero, for 
discussion.   
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said this is an annual trip, and it’s a 
great trip.  She said if you look at the paperwork, it 
aligns to all of the standards.  Mr. Murphy said his 
question is did they ever go to Ellis Island; and  
Mrs. Tarasevich said not since she has been here.   
Mr. Murphy noted that after Ellis Island, the second 
largest number of immigrants came through 
Providence.  Mr. Solomon noted that the trip is on a 
Saturday. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, Elizabeth 
B. Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed.  
 
Approval:  Memorandum of Agreement between 
West Warwick School Committee and West 
Warwick Teachers’ Alliance re:  Special Education 
Class Size Waiver 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the Memorandum of Agreement 
between the West Warwick School Committee and the 
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                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22.  Approval:  Maternity 
Leave/Parental Leave 

 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

West Warwick Teachers’ Alliance re:  Special 
Education Class Size Waiver.   
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
APPROVE THE MEMORANDUM OF 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WEST 
WARWICK SCHOOL COMMITTEE AND THE 
WEST WARWICK TEACHERS’ ALLIANCE 
RE:  SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASS SIZE 
WAIVER.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, for discussion. 
 
Mr. Messier asked can we get a five-minute review of 
this.  He said it’s for a class size waiver, but he didn’t 
really see any numbers.  Mrs. Tarasevich said if you 
look at the attachments, it lists Special Education 
alternative programs—this has to do with contract 
regulations and class sizes relative to Special 
Education and general education classes. 
 
Mr. Sean Doyle and Mr. Paul Vigeant provided 
additional information. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Maternity Leave/Parental Leave:  
Kindergarten Teacher – Greenbush Elementary 
School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the request for maternity 
leave/parental leave submitted by Kristy Cronan, 
Kindergarten Teacher at Greenbush Elementary 
School. 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE REQUEST FOR MATERNITY LEAVE/ 
PARENTAL LEAVE SUBMITTED BY KRISTY 
CRONAN, KINDERGARTEN TEACHER AT 
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23.  Approval:  Maternity 
Leave 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 
 

 

 

24.  Acceptance of 
Resignations 

 

 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

GREENBUSH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion 
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval:  Maternity Leave:  English Teacher – 
John F. Deering Middle School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the request for maternity leave 
submitted by Jennifer Decotis, English Teacher at 
John F. Deering Middle School. 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE REQUEST FOR MATERNITY LEAVE 
SUBMITTED BY JENNIFER DECOTIS, 
ENGLISH TEACHER AT JOHN F. DEERING 
MIDDLE SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Christopher R. Messier.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. Brunero, 
Stephen H. Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, Joseph 
Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Acceptance of Resignations: 

a) Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation of Dr. Caroline J. 
Caswell from the position of Assistant Superintendent 
of Schools, effective immediately. 
 
MOTION MADE BY  JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT 
THE RESIGNATION OF DR. CAROLINE J. 
CASWELL FROM THE POSITION OF 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, 
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY.  Motion seconded 
by Christopher R. Messier, for discussion.   
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                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            MOTION 

Mr. Murphy said he would like to thank Dr. Caswell 
for two years of service—she was very energetic, and 
she worked well with everyone on the School 
Committee; we wish her well.  Mr. Florio said he 
worked with her on a lot of committees, and it was 
great to work with her.  Mr. Messier said she will be 
missed. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher 
R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
b)  Part-Time ELL Teacher – Greenbush 

Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation of Lauren Kalian 
from the position of Part-Time ELL Teacher at 
Greenbush Elementary School. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF LAUREN 
KALIAN FROM THE POSITION OF PART-
TIME ELL TEACHER AT GREENBUSH 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following members voted in 
the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. Brunero, Stephen H. 
Lawton,  Joseph Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, 
and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
c)  Part-Time Teacher Assistant – Wakefield Hills 

Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation of Diane DiPaola 
from the position of Part-Time Teacher Assistant at 
Wakefield Hills Elementary School, effective at the 
start of the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT 
THE RESIGNATION OF DIANE DIPAOLA 
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                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE POSITION OF PART-TIME 
TEACHER ASSISTANT AT WAKEFIELD 
HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion 
seconded by Christopher R. Messier.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, 
Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
d)  Part-Time Teacher Assistant – Wakefield Hills 

Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation submitted by Dawn 
Vadeboncoeur from the position of Part-Time Teacher 
Assistant at Wakefield Hills Elementary School, 
effective at the start of the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT 
THE RESIGNATION SUBMITTED BY DAWN 
VADEBONCOEUR FROM THE POSITION OF 
PART-TIME TEACHER ASSISTANT AT 
WAKEFIELD HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
EFFECTIVE AT THE START OF THE 2013-2014 
SCHOOL YEAR.  Motion seconded by Stephen H. 
Lawton, for discussion. 
 
Mr. Murphy said he would like to add that all of these 
former employees wrote a letter and he thanks them 
for their work in West Warwick. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, 
Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
e)  Part-Time Teacher Assistant – Wakefield Hills 

Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation of Kimberly Fontes 
from the position of Part-Time Teacher Assistant at 
Wakefield Hills Elementary School. 
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                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       MOTION 

 

 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT 
THE RESIGNATION OF KIMBERLY FONTES 
FROM THE POSITION OF PART-TIME 
TEACHER ASSISTANT AT WAKEFIELD 
HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion 
seconded by Christopher R. Messier, for discussion. 
 
Mr. Murphy said the reason why he brought this up is 
he didn’t see any letter of resignation. 
 
Mr. Murphy said we did say we had a policy on 
resignations—are you going to accept verbal 
resignations?  Mr. Vigeant said if someone is not 
willing to do that, he puts it in writing that he has had 
a conversation with them.  Mr. Messier said the 
discussions we had earlier about part-time and full-
time teacher assistants, this is where it came from—
the three teacher assistants we are losing are going to 
full-time positions—they are all good people who 
have been in the district.  Mr. Murphy said he 
welcomes the new people to the district, and  
Mr. Messier’s point is duly noted—that is being 
looked into.   
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero,  
Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean 
M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
f)  .5 Science Teacher – Maisie E. Quinn School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation submitted by 
Thomas White from the position of .5 Science Teacher 
at Maisie E. Quinn School, effective at the start of the 
2013-2014 school year. 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT 
THE RESIGNATION SUBMITTED BY 
THOMAS WHITE FROM THE POSITION OF .5 
SCIENCE TEACHER AT MAISIE E. QUINN 
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25.  Consent to 
Superintendent’s 
Appointments 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                      MOTION 

SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE AT THE START OF 
THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR.  Motion seconded 
by Stephen H. Lawton.  The following members voted 
in the affirmative:  Elizabeth B. Brunero,  
Christopher R. Messier, Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph 
Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
g)  Bus Monitor 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation submitted by 
Christian Lopes from the position of Bus Monitor for 
the West Warwick Public Schools, effective at the 
start of the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION SUBMITTED BY 
CHRISTIAN LOPES FROM THE POSITION OF 
BUS MONITOR FOR THE WEST WARWICK 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS, EFFECTIVE AT THE 
START OF THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR.  
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Consent to Superintendent’s Appointments 
 
a) Long-Term Substitute English Teacher –   

John F. Deering Middle School 
 

Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointment of Danielle Howman to the position of 
Long-Term Substitute English Teacher at John F. 
Deering Middle School, effective September 30, 2013 
and continuing through December 30, 2013. 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON  
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
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APPOINTMENT OF DANIELLE HOWMAN TO 
THE POSITION OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE 
ENGLISH TEACHER AT JOHN F. DEERING 
MIDDLE SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 
30, 2013 AND CONTINUING THROUGH 
DECEMBER 30, 2013.  Motion seconded by 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, for discussion.   
 
Mr. Vigeant said Danielle Howman graduated from 
Sienna College in New York with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in English and has a Master’s Degree from 
U.R.I.  Her previous teaching experience was with the 
Coventry School Department at the Alan Shawn 
Feinstein Middle School, and we are very happy to 
have her.  
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, Elizabeth 
B. Brunero,  Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Danielle Howman. 
 
b)  Long-Term Substitute Grade 1 Teacher – 

Greenbush Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointment of Katelyn Gosselin to the position of 
Long-Term Substitute Grade 1 Teacher at Greenbush 
Elementary School, effective August 27, 2013 and 
continuing through November 27, 2013. 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF KATELYN GOSSELIN TO 
THE POSITION OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE 
GRADE 1 TEACHER AT GREENBUSH 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE 
AUGUST 27, 2013 AND CONTINUING 
THROUGH NOVEMBER 27, 2013.  Motion 
seconded by Christopher R. Messier, for discussion.   
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Mr. Vigeant said Katelyn Gosselin received a 
Bachelor’s Degree from U.R.I. in Early Childhood 
Education and Psychology and has experience 
working in the after-school program and substitute 
teaching in Massachusetts.  She has been a substitute 
teacher since December 2012. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher 
R. Messier, Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Katelyn Gosselin. 
 
c)   Fall Season Coaches – West Warwick High 

School  
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointment of Nicholas Paolantonio to the position 
of Assistant Co-Ed Soccer Coach at West Warwick 
High School.  
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF NICHOLAS 
PAOLANTONIO TO THE POSITION OF 
ASSISTANT CO-ED SOCCER COACH AT 
WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL.  Motion 
seconded by Christopher R. Messier, for discussion.  
 
Mr. Vigeant said Nicholas Paolantonio is a West 
Warwick graduate and resident; he is presently 
attending Rhode Island College studying Social 
Studies where is a member of the 3.50 Honor Society.  
He has a lot of experience with soccer beginning at 
Deering Middle High School and the high school, and 
he served as the varsity soccer team captain and 
played for the West Warwick Soccer League.   
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The following members voted in the affirmative:            
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero,  
Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean 
M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Nicholas Paolantonio. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointments of the following individuals to the 
coaches positions listed below: 
 
1)  Head Co-Ed Cheerleading Coach:  Jennifer 

DeGraide 
 
2)  Head Co-Ed Cross Country Coach:  Wayne 

Marsocci 
 
3)  Head Co-Ed Football Coach:  Shane Lagor 
 
4)  Head Co-Ed Soccer Coach:  Isaura Price 
 
5)  Head Girls Soccer Coach:  Daniel Lima 
 
6)  Head Girls Volleyball Coach:  Michael Shunney 
 
7)  Two (2) Assistant Co-Ed Football Coaches:  

Christopher Craik and Mark Janton 
 
8)  Assistant Girls Soccer Coach:  Stephen Derderian, 

Jr. 
 
10)  Assistant Girls Volleyball Coach:  Victoria 

Ahrens 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
GIVE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS TO THE COACHES POSITIONS 
LISTED BELOW: 
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1)  HEAD CO-ED CHEERLEADING COACH:  
JENNIFER DEGRAIDE 

 
2)  HEAD CO-ED CROSS COUNTRY COACH:  

WAYNE MARSOCCI 
 
3)  HEAD CO-ED FOOTBALL COACH:  SHANE 

LAGOR 
 
4)  HEAD CO-ED SOCCER COACH:  ISAURA 

PRICE 
 
5)  HEAD GIRLS SOCCER COACH:  DANIEL 

LIMA 
 
6)  HEAD GIRLS VOLLEYBALL COACH:  

MICHAEL SHUNNEY 
 
7)  TWO (2) ASSISTANT CO-ED FOOTBALL 

COACHES:  CHRISTOPHER CRAIK AND 
MARK JANTON 

 
8)  ASSISTANT GIRLS SOCCER COACH:  

STEPHEN DERDERIAN, JR. 
 
10)  ASSISTANT GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 

COACH:  VICTORIA AHRENS 
 
Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr., for discussion.  
Mr. Lawton asked if these positions were posted, and 
Mr. Vigeant said yes.  Mr. Lawton asked where, and 
Mr. Vigeant said they were posted internally and 
outside as well through Schoolspring.  Mr. Lawton 
asked how do you get someone who is not a teacher to 
apply?  Mr. Vigeant said it is posted on Schoolspring.  
 
Mr. Murphy said he did ask that they be posted 
outside the schools because he wanted to see the talent 
pool.  Mr. Lawton said he is not knocking any of the 
coaches—they are all great, but he never sees a new 
one.  Mrs. Baker noted that once it appears on 
Schoolspring, if people are looking for jobs, it will 
come up from Schoolspring.  Mr. Vigeant said it is 
really the most efficient cost-effective way.   
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Mr. Murphy said we do have the list in the school 
administration building.  Mr. Florio asked Nicholas 
Paolantonio how he found out about the opening.  
Nicholas said he inquired—he knew Coach Grenier 
was leaving.  Mr. Messier asked if the people out there 
know this was on-line or that they could go to the 
administration building.  Mr. Vigeant said the 
alternative was to place an ad in the Providence 
Journal, but that is very costly.  Mr. Messier said he 
thinks we should get the news out to parents that if 
they have experience, this is something they could do.  
Mr. Lawton said he just wanted to see how it’s done.  
Mrs. Tarasevich said if she were a coach, she would 
ask if there was anything available. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph 
Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
d)  Fall Season Coaches – John F. Deering Middle 

School 
 
      1)  Two (2) Co-Head Co-Ed Cheerleading 

Coaches 
      2)  Head Co-Ed Cross Country Coach 
      3)  Head Girls Soccer Coach 
      4)  Head Boys Soccer Coach 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointments of the following individuals to the 
coaches positions listed below: 
 
1) Two (2)  Co-Head Co-Ed Cheerleading Coaches:  

Brianna Archambault and Taylor Gargano  
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
GIVE ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF BRIANNA 
ARCHAMBAULT AND TAYLOR GARGANO 
TO THE POSITIONS OF CO-HEAD CO-ED 
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CHEERLEADING COACHES AT JOHN F. 
DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL.  Motion seconded 
by Joseph Florio, Jr., for discussion. 
 
Mr. Vigeant said Taylor Gargano is another West 
Warwick High School graduate and resident and 
presently attends U.R.I.  Her cheerleading experience 
began at Deering Middle School and West Warwick 
High School, and she also served as a volunteer 
cheerleading coach during the 2012-2013 school year. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:   
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph 
Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, and Sean M. 
Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Taylor Gargano. 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointments of the following individuals to the 
coaches positions listed below: 
 
2) Head Co-Ed Cross Country Coach:  Jeffrey 

Petrarca 
3) Head Girls Soccer Coach:  Frank Gregory 
4) Head Boys Soccer Coach:  Nelson DaSilva 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS TO THE COACHES POSITIONS 
LISTED BELOW: 
 
2)  HEAD CO-ED CROSS COUNTRY COACH: 
     JEFFREY PETRARCA 
3)  HEAD GIRLS SOCCER COACH:  FRANK  
     GREGORY 
4)  HEAD BOYS SOCCER COACH:  NELSON 
     DASILVA 
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Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  
Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr.,  
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Stephen H. Lawton, and  
Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
e)  Part-Time Teacher Assistants 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee give advice and consent to the 
appointments of the following individuals to the 
positions of Part-Time Teacher Assistants for the 
West Warwick Public Schools:  
 
Jacqueline Defosse – Wakefield Hills Elementary 
School 
 
April Dorgan – Wakefield Hills Elementary School 
 
Michelle McNeil – Wakefield Hills Elementary 
School 
 
Lori Peters – John F. Horgan Elementary School 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF JACQUELINE DEFOSSE 
TO THE POSITION OF PART-TIME TEACHER 
ASSISTANT AT WAKEFIELD HILLS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, discussion.   
 
Mr. Vigeant said Jacqueline Defosse has an 
Associate’s Degree from Johnson & Wales and 
experience as a substitute teacher assistant since 
December 2012.  She is a West Warwick resident. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Christopher R. Messier, Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth 
B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
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The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Jacqueline Defosse. 
 
MOTION MADE BY STEPHEN H. LAWTON 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF APRIL DORGAN TO THE 
POSITION OF PART-TIME TEACHER 
ASSISTANT AT WAKEFIELD HILLS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Christopher R. Messier, for discussion 
 
Mr. Vigeant said April Dorgan is also a West 
Warwick graduate and resident.  She has an 
Associate’s Degree from New England Tech., and she 
is the parent of three children in the district. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher 
R. Messier, Stephen H. Lawton, and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
April Dorgan. 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF MICHELLE MCNEIL TO 
THE POSITION OF PART-TIME TEACHER 
ASSISTANT AT WAKEFIELD HILLS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, for discussion. 
 
Mr. Vigeant said Michelle McNeil has a Bachelor’s 
Degree from U.R.I. in Psychology and was involved 
in home daycare for 7 years prior to her application to 
the West Warwick Public Schools. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Christopher R. Messier, Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth 
B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
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26.  Audience of Citizens 
 

27.  School Committee 
Discussion for the 
Good and Welfare of 
the School System 

 

 

28.  Adjournment 

                       MOTION 

The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Michelle McNeil. 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF LORI PETERS TO THE 
POSITION OF PART-TIME TEACHER 
ASSISTANT AT JOHN F. HORGAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, for discussion. 
 
Mr. Vigeant said Lori Peters has an Associate’s 
Degree from CCRI in Theatre.  She has served as a 
teacher assistant and substitute teacher in other 
districts in the state. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Stephen H. Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, Elizabeth 
B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Lori Peters. 
 
Mr. Murphy said to all of our new employees and 
coaches, he knows they will do just fine. 
 
Audience of Citizens 
 
None. 
 
School Committee Discussion for the Good and 
Welfare of the School System 
 
Mr. Messier raised the subject of broadcasting the 
meetings so more people can be involved.  Mr. Florio 
noted that he had brought up this topic in the past and 
he is very interested in it. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ADJOURN 
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THE MEETING.  Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. 
Brunero.  The following members voted  
in the affirmative:  Christopher R. Messier,  
Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph 
Florio, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at:  8:05 P.M. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Christopher R. Messier, Clerk 
 
 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo, Recorder 

  
  

  


