
 
MINUTES 

WEST WARWICK SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
JULY 30, 2013 

WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER 
WEBSTER KNIGHT DRIVE 

4:00 P.M. 
 

This meeting was called to order by Sean M. Murphy, Chairman. 
 
 
Members Present: 
 

 
 
 
 
School Committee 
Attorney Present: 
 
Administrators Present: 
 

Recording Secretary: 
 

1. Open Session 
 
 
 
 

2. Roll Call 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Motion to go into  
      Executive Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     MOTION 
 
 

 
Sean M. Murphy, Chairperson 
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Vice-Chairperson 
Christopher R. Messier, Clerk 
Joseph Florio, Jr.  
Stephen H. Lawton 
 
Andrew Henneous, Esquire 
 
 
Karen A. Tarasevich, Superintendent of Schools 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo 
 
Open Session 
 
Mr. Murphy opened the meeting at 4:11 P.M. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero, Mr. Messier, Mr. Florio, 
and Mr. Lawton. 
 
Motion to go into Executive Session according to 
RI General Laws 42-46-4 and 42-46-5, Subsection 
(a) Paragraph 2 
 
MOTION MADE BY CHRISTOPHER R. 
MESSIER THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION ACCORDING  
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4.  Executive Session  
       
 
 
 
     

5.  Return to Open Session   
 

6.   Roll Call 

 

7.  Motion to Close 
Executive Session 
Minutes 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

TO RI GENERAL LAWS 42-46-4 AND 42-46-5, 
SUBSECTION (a), PARAGRAPH 2.  Motion 
seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Joseph Florio, Jr., 
Stephen H. Lawton, Christopher R. Messier, Elizabeth 
B. Brunero, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Executive Session 
 

Council 94 Grievance 
 
The School Committee met in Executive Session. 
 
Return to Open Session 
 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:   
Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero, Mr. Messier, 
Mr. Florio, and Mr. Lawton.   
 
Motion to Close Executive Session Minutes 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE CLOSE 
THE EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES.  Motion 
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. 
Lawton, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Christopher R. 
Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., and Sean M. Murphy.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. TO 
DENY THE GRIEVANCE AT THIS LEVEL.  
Motion seconded by Stephen H. Lawton, for 
discussion. 
 
Mr. Messier said he thinks we need to work with the 
union to get an amicable agreement, maybe modifying 
the contract.  Mr. Lawton said he is hoping this can 
happen before they go to arbitration.  Mr. Murphy said 
we need more specific language between the teacher 
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8.  Adjournment 

              

                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

assistants and foster grandparents and that no foster 
grandparents are doing teacher assistant positions.  He 
said he would like to look at something to do with sick 
time and vacation time that is stored away if 
employees can’t come back in the 2-1/2 year period—
he doesn’t want to see anyone lose out. 
 
A roll call vote was taken, and the following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Stephen H. Lawton, Joseph 
Florio, Jr., Christopher R. Messier, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 
Mr. Henneous said the School Committee is also 
asking the Superintendent to sit down and discuss the 
issue.  Mr. Murphy said it can’t be language that the 
union never had a chance to sit down about—it needs 
to be more collaborative—what the teacher assistant 
responsibilities are.  Mr. Kelly said what the foster 
grandparents responsibilities are.  Mr. Murphy said he 
doesn’t want to see someone doing someone else’s job 
even though he thinks the foster grandparents are great 
for the community. 
 
Mr. Messier asked is it possible to have as an item to 
make sure communication is sent out regarding usage 
of foster grandparents.  Mrs. Tarasevich said she 
would address this when she meets with the 
administrators. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR. 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ADJOURN 
THE MEETING.  Motion seconded by Christopher 
R. Messier.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Stephen H. Lawton, Elizabeth B. 
Brunero, Christopher R. Messier, Joseph Florio, Jr., 
and Sean M. Murphy.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at:  4:51 P.M. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Christopher R. Messier, Clerk 
 
 
 
Michelle M. Colozzo, Recorder 

  
  

 


