MINUTES
WEST WARWICK SCHOOL COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER 18, 2012
JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL
WEBSTER KNIGHT DRIVE
4:30 P.M.

This meeting was called to order by James A. Williamson, Jr., Chairman.

Members Present: James A. Williamson, Jr., Chairman
Sean M. Murphy, Vice-Chairman
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Clerk
Joseph Florio, Jr.
Vincent D. Bradley

School Committee David G. Lussier, Esquire

Attorney Present:

Kenneth M. Sheehan, Superintendent of Schools

Dr. Caroline Caswell, Assistant Superintendent of
Schools

Margaret Baker, Director of Financial Operations

Gregory Kortick, Athletic Director

James Monti, Director of Educational Reform,
Compliance and Technology

Philip Solomon, Assistant Principal, West Warwick
High School

Karen Tarasevich, Principal, West Warwick High
School

Kenneth Townsend, Director of Property Services and
Transportation

Paul Vigeant, Director of Special Education and Pupil/
Personnel Services

Administrators Present:

Recording Secretary: Michelle M. Colozzo

1. Open Session Open Session
Mr. Williamson opened the meeting at 4:30 P.M.
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Roll Call

The following members were present:
Mr. Williamson, Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero,
Mr. Florio, and Mr. Bradley.

Deficit Reduction Plan Workshop

The School Committee had a deficit reduction plan
workshop.

Motion to go into Executive Session according to
RI General Laws 42-46-4 and 42-46-5, Subsection
(a) Paragraph 2

MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR.
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GO INTO
EXECUTIVE SESSION ACCORDING TO RI
GENERAL LAWS 42-46-4 AND 42-46-5,
SUBSECTION (a), PARAGRAPH 2. Motion
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero. The following
members voted in the affirmative: Sean M. Murphy,
Vincent D. Bradley, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph
Florio, Jr., and James A. Williamson, Jr. Motion
unanimously passed.

Executive Session

a) Contracts: Council 94 Negotiations Update
The School Committee met in Executive Session.
Open Session

Roll Call

The following members were present:
Mr. Williamson, Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Brunero,
Mr. Florio, and Mr. Bradley.

Reading of Mission Statement

Mrs. Brunero read the Mission Statement of the West
Warwick Public Schools.
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The West Warwick Public Schools, in partnership with
the entire community, is dedicated to providing all
learners with access and opportunity to a challenging
comprehensive education while developing 21* Century
Skills in a safe, personalized learning environment.

Motion to Close Executive Session Minutes

MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR.
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE CLOSE
THE EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES. Motion
seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero. The following
members voted in the affirmative: Vincent D.
Bradley, Sean M. Murphy, Elizabeth B. Brunero,
Joseph Florio, Jr., and James A. Williamson, Jr.
Motion unanimously passed.

Student Representative

Madison Fisher, President of the Student Council,
reported to the School Committee on upcoming events
at West Warwick High School:

e Homecoming Pep Rally: October 5™ at 7 P.M.

e Homecoming Dance: Saturday, October 6™ from
7 to 11, outside behind the high school.
Everyone is invited to attend.

e First Blood Drive: September 28th, from 8 to 2 in
the high school gym

e The Senior Class is planning the Powder Puff
Game which will be held on October 20th.

Audience of Citizens

None.

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Williamson passed on his report.
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Superintendent’s Report

Mr. Sheehan said he would like to congratulate all of
the administrators and teachers, especially

Mr. Townsend, Mr. Monti, and Mr. Vigeant with
regard to the opening of school this year.

Mr. Sheehan said before the first day of school on
Tuesday, Mr. Townsend, Mr. Monti, and Mr. Vigeant
were working on Friday afternoon, Saturday, and
Sunday to make adjustments to some very important
things including the new Kindergarten program at
Greenbush and consolidating the 4™ grade program at
Wakefield Hills and sending children to Horgan.

Mr. Sheehan said that he couldn’t be more impressed
with the way that Mr. Townsend handled
transportation. Mr. Sheehan said Mike Petrarca had
been doing it for 27 years but he did a great job of
coaching and teaching the ropes. Mr. Sheehan said at
the same time, he knows Mr. Townsend relied on

Mr. Vigeant and Mr. Monti. Mr. Sheehan said he
thought it was very smooth for the first time—

Mr. Townsend did a great job.

Mr. Sheehan said well done to all of the
administrators—he wishes it didn’t rain the first day
and we probably could have had a little more
supervision at the middle school when the kids got off
the bus, but in the afternoon and the next day, it was
perfect. Mr. Sheehan said it was a very good opening,
and everyone came to school and went home on the
right bus.

Mr. Williamson said oftentimes, he thinks about the
West Warwick school system and our services that set
us apart from everyone else, little things, it comes
down to the fact that the faculty, administrators, and
staff care about the kids. Mr. Williamson said where
else would you have a Director of Transportation get
on the bus with a distraught six-year old and calm her
down and get her into the classroom, and he said nice
job to Mr. Townsend.
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Consent Agenda

a) Approval: Executive Session Minutes:
August 14, 2012

b) Approval: Open Session Minutes: August
14,2012

c) Approval: Special Meeting Open Session
Minutes: August 23, 2012

d) Approval: Special Meeting Executive
Session Minutes: September 4, 2012

e) Special Meeting Open Session Minutes:
September 4, 2012

f) Special Meeting Executive Session Minutes:
September 13, 2012

g) Special Meeting Open Session Minutes:
September 13, 2012

h) Payment of Bills: $579,333.74

MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR.
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE
THE CONSENT AGENDA. Motion seconded by
Sean M. Murphy. The following members voted in
the affirmative: Elizabeth B. Brunero, Vincent D.
Bradley, Sean M. Murphy, Joseph Florio, Jr., and
James A. Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously
passed.
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Approval: Homeschool Plans

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
approve the homeschool plans of:

Mrs. Jen Alrahbi, Mr. and Mrs. Erik Broz, Kathryn
Cahill and Michael Leandro, Ms. Amy Carlton,

Mr. and Mrs. Aram Dasnabedian, Ms. Tracy DeSantis,
Ms. Donna Downes, Mr. and Mrs. Fath, Ms. Elizabeth
Fillion, Ms. Deborah Hoisington, Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Hoy, Ms. Dawn Lamb, Mrs. Dawn Kane,
Terrance Lee and Erika lannella, Ms. Hannah Grant-
Lusignan, Ms. Betty Mallette, Mr. and Mrs. Danny
Martineau, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Nelson, Mrs. Brenda
Newbury, Ms. Jennifer Obispo, Ms. Sue Perry,
Borivone Sweetland, Ms. Andrea Vallette

MOTION MADE BY VINCENT D. BRADLEY
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE
THE HOMESCHOOL PLANS OF:

MRS. JEN ALRAHBI, MR. AND MRS. ERIK
BROZ, KATHRYN CAHILL AND MICHAEL
LEANDRO, MS. AMY CARLTON,

MR. AND MRS. ARAM DASNABEDIAN, MS.
TRACY DESANTIS, MS. DONNA DOWNES,
MR. AND MRS. FATH, MS. ELIZABETH
FILLION, MS. DEBORAH HOISINGTON, MR.
AND MRS. THOMAS HOY, MS. DAWN LAMB,
MRS. DAWN KANE, TERRANCE LEE AND
ERIKA IANNELLA, MS. HANNAH GRANT-
LUSIGNAN, MS. BETTY MALLETTE, MR. AND
MRS. DANNY MARTINEAU, MR. AND MRS.
ANDREW NELSON, MRS. BRENDA
NEWBURY, MS. JENNIFER OBISPO, MS. SUE
PERRY, BORIVONE SWEETLAND, MS.
ANDREA VALLETTE

Motion seconded by Elizabeth B. Brunero, for
discussion. After a brief discussion among the School
Committee, the Superintendent, and the Assistant
Superintendent, the following members voted in the
affirmative: Vincent D. Bradley, Elizabeth B.
Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., Sean M. Murphy, and
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James A. Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously
passed.

Presentation: Classification System

16. F(’:rlesenft_atlgn. Svst Mr. Jim Monti, Director of Educational Reform,
assification ystem Compliance, and Technology said that the Rhode
Island Department of Education recently came out
with a new classification system. Mr. Monti gave a
presentation to the School Committee on the new
system including how the different components are
calculated, and the goals for the future.

17. Presentation: Presentation: Maintenance Projects
Maintenance Projects _ .

Mr. Ken Townsend, Director of Property Services,
updated the School Committee on the maintenance
projects that had been completed over the summer.
Mr. Townsend thanked the members of his department
and also commended the group of college students
who worked for him during the summer. He said he
has never seen such hard workers in his 20 years—and
they all had graduated from this school district.

Mr. Townsend said he wanted to thank them publicly
for all of their efforts.

18. Discussion/Action: Discussion/Action: Scoreboard Dedication at
Scoreboard Wakefield Hills Elementary School in Memory of
Dedication at Bruce Vanasse
Wakefield Hills
Elementary School

19. Discussion/Approval Discussion/Approval re: Dedication of Landscaped

Island at West Warwick High School in Honor of
Michael Petrarca

re: Dedication of
Landscaped Island at
West Warwick High

School Mr. Williamson said he was taking these two items
together. He said regarding the dedication of the
scoreboard in memory of Bruce Vanasse, that Bruce
Vanasse was a member of the School Committee for
five years who passed away suddenly in January and
they thought it would be a nice gesture because
Mr. Vanasse was a sports guy to put a scoreboard at
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Wakefield Hills and a sign in memory of Mr. Vanasse
and his service to the town.

Mr. Williamson said the second item, in light of

Mr. Petrarca’s 28 years of service to the district that
we officially name the landscaped island at West
Warwick High School “Petrarca Park” and put a sign
there, and Mr. Petrarca’s time in the district will live
on forever.

MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE
THE DEDICATION OF THE SCOREBOARD AT
WAKEFIELD HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
IN MEMORY OF BRUCE VANASSE. Motion
seconded by Sean M. Murphy. The following
members voted in the affirmative: Joseph Florio, Jr.,
Vincent D. Bradley, Sean M. Murphy, Elizabeth B.
Brunero, and James A. Williamson, Jr. Motion
unanimously passed.

MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE
THE DEDICAION OF THE LANDSCAPED
ISLAND AT WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL
IN HONOR OF MICHAEL PETRARCA. Motion
seconded by Sean M. Murphy. The following
members voted in the affirmative: Joseph Florio, Jr.,
Vincent D. Bradley, Sean M. Murphy, Elizabeth B.
Brunero, and James A. Williamson, Jr. Motion
unanimously passed.

Discussion: School Committee Meeting Venue

Mr. Williamson said this was Mr. Florio’s item.

The School Committee briefly discussed the meeting
venue with regards to handicapped accessibility and
the availability and distance of parking.

Discussion and Approval: Game Sponsorship

Mr. Gregory Kortick, Athletic Director, spoke about
game sponsorship for football games. He said he was
basically looking for School Committee approval to
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send out letters to local businesses regarding
sponsorships.

MOTION MADE BY VINCENT D. BRADLEY
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE
GAME SPONSORSHIP. Motion seconded by
Joseph Florio, Jr. The following members voted in
the affirmative: Sean M. Murphy, Elizabeth B.
Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr. Vincent D. Bradley, and
James A. Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously
passed.

Approval: Bid Award: Maintenance Elevator
Service Contract

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
approve the bid award for a maintenance elevator
service contract submitted by ThyssenKrupp Elevator
Corporation in the amount of $6,120 per year.

MOTION MADE BY VINCENT D. BRADLEY
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE
THE BID AWARD FOR A MAINTENANCE
ELEVATOR SERVICE CONTRACT
SUBMITTED BY THYSSENKRUPP ELEVATOR
CORPORATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,120
PER YEAR. Motion seconded by Elizabeth B.
Brunero. The following members voted in the
affirmative: Sean M. Murphy, Joseph Florio, Jr.,
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Vincent D. Bradley, and James
A. Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously passed.

Approval: Revised 2012-2013 School Calendar

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
approve the revised 2012-2013 school calendar which
reflects a correction to the date of high school
graduation to June 7, 2013.

MOTION MADE BY VINCENT D. BRADLEY
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE
THE REVISED 2012-2013 SCHOOL
CALENDAR. Motion seconded by Elizabeth B.
Brunero. The following members voted in the
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affirmative: Joseph Florio, Jr., Sean M. Murphy,
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Vincent D. Bradley, and James
A. Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously passed.

Approval: Out-of-State Field Trip: West
Warwick High School Concert Band, Wind
Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble “A” Band, and Junior
Jazz Band to Festival Disney and Universal
Studios, Orlando, Florida, May 2-6, 2013

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
approve the out-of-state field trip for the West
Warwick High School Concert Band, Wind Ensemble,
Jazz Ensemble “A” Band, and Junior Jazz Band to
Festival Disney and Universal Studios, Orlando,
Florida, May 2-6, 2013.

MOTION MADE BY VINCENT D. BRADLEY
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE
THE OUT-OF-STATE FIELD TRIP FOR THE
WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT
BAND, WIND ENSEMBLE, JAZZ ENSEMBLE
“A” BAND, AND JUNIOR JAZZ BAND TO
FESTIVAL DISNEY AND UNIVERSAL
STUDIOS, ORLANDO, FLORIDA, MAY 2-6,
2013. Motion seconded by Joseph Florio, Jr. The
following members voted in the affirmative: Sean M.
Murphy, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr.,
Vincent D. Bradley, and James A. Williamson, Jr.
Motion unanimously passed.

Approval: Maternity/Parental Leave: Grade 5
Teacher — John F. Deering Middle School

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
approve the request for maternity/parental leave
submitted by Tricia Murphy, Grade 5 Teacher at John
F. Deering Middle School, commencing on or about
December 21, 2012 and continuing through the end of
the 2012-2013 school year.

MOTION MADE BY ELIZABETH B. BRUNERO
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE
THE REQUEST FOR MATERNITY/PARENTAL
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LEAVE SUBMITTED BY TRICIA MURPHY,
GRADE 5 TEACHER AT JOHN F. DEERING
MIDDLE SCHOOL, COMMENCING ON OR
ABOUT DECEMBER 21, 2012 AND
CONTINUING THROUGH THE END OF THE
2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR. Motion seconded by
Vincent D. Bradley. The following members voted in
the affirmative: Joseph Florio, Jr., Sean M. Murphy,
Vincent D. Bradley, Elizabeth B. Brunero, and James
A. Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously passed.

Acceptance of Resignation for Retirement
Purposes: Special Education Teacher — John F.
Deering Middle School

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
accept the resignation for retirement purposes of
Jerilyn Tameo, Special Education Teacher at John F.
Deering Middle School, effective October 29, 2012.

MOTION MADE BY SEAN M. MURPHY THAT
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT WITH
REGRET THE RESIGNATION FOR
RETIREMENT PURPOSES OF JERILYN
TAMEO, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER AT
JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL,
EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 29, 2012. Motion
seconded by Vincent D. Bradley. The following
members voted in the affirmative: Joseph Florio, Jr.,
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Vincent D. Bradley, Sean M.
Murphy, and James A. Williamson, Jr. Motion
unanimously passed.

Acceptance of Resignations:
a) .5 Science Teacher — Maisie Quinn Alternative
Program

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
accept the resignation of Will James from the position

of .5 Science Teacher at the Maisie Quinn Alternative

Program, effective at the start of the 2012-2013 school
year.
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MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR.
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT
THE RESIGNATION OF WILL JAMES FROM
THE POSITION OF .5 SCIENCE TEACHER AT
MAISIE QUINN ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM,
EFFECTIVE AT THE START OF THE 2012-2013
SCHOOL YEAR. Motion seconded by Vincent D.
Bradley. The following members voted in the
affirmative: Sean M. Murphy, Elizabeth B. Brunero,
Vincent D. Bradley, Joseph Florio, Jr., and James A.
Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously passed.

b) Part-Time Teacher Assistant on Layoff

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
accept the resignation of Lauren Calzada from the
position of Part-Time Teacher Assistant on Layoff.

MOTION MADE BY SEAN M. MURPHY THAT
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT THE
RESIGNATION OF LAUREN CALZADA FROM
THE POSITION OF PART-TIME TEACHER
ASSISTANT ON LAYOFF. Motion seconded by
Elizabeth B. Brunero. The following members voted
in the affirmative: Joseph Florio, Jr., Vincent D.
Bradley, Elizabeth B. Brunero, Sean M. Murphy, and
James A. Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously
passed.

Consent to Superintendent’s Appointments
a) Head Co-Ed Cheerleading Coach — John F.
Deering Middle School

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
give advice and consent to the appointment of Brianna
Archambault to the position of Head Co-Ed
Cheerleading Coach at John F. Deering Middle
School.

MOTION MADE BY VINCENT D. BRADLEY
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE
APPOINTMENT OF BRIANNA
ARCHAMBAULT TO THE POSITION OF
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HEAD CO-ED CHEERLEADING COACH AT
JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL,
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. Motion seconded
by Elizabeth B. Brunero.

Mr. Vigeant said Brianna Archambault is a West
Warwick resident and a former student and
cheerleader at West Warwick High School and has
been a volunteer coach at Deering and West Warwick
High School; and she currently attends Rhode Island
College.

The following members voted in the affirmative:
Joseph Florio, Jr., Sean M. Murphy, Elizabeth B.
Brunero, Vincent D. Bradley, and James A.
Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously passed.

The School Committee congratulated and welcomed
Brianna Archambault.

b) Long-Term Substitute Grade 6 Teacher —
John F. Deering Middle School

Mr. Sheehan recommended that the School Committee
give advice and consent to the appointment of
Kimberly Pacheco to the position of Long-Term
Substitute Grade 6 Teacher at John F. Deering Middle
School, effective at the start of the 2012-2013 school
year and continuing through the end of the school
year.

MOTION MADE BY VINCENT D. BRADLEY
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE GIVE
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE
APPOINTMENT OF KIMBERLY PACHECO TO
THE POSITION OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE
GRADE 6 TEACHER AT JOHN F. DEERING
MIDDLE SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE AT THE
START OF THE 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR AND
CONTINUING THROUGH THE END OF THE
SCHOOL YEAR. Motion seconded by Elizabeth B.
Brunero.
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Mr. Vigeant said Kimberly Pacheco is a graduate of
Stonehill College and received her Master’s Degree
from Rhode Island College. She has been subbing in
West Warwick on a day-to-day and long-term basis
since 2007.

The following members voted in the affirmative:
Sean M. Murphy, Joseph Florio, Jr., Elizabeth B.
Brunero, Vincent D. Bradley, and James A.
Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously passed.

The School Committee congratulated and welcomed
Kimberly Pacheco.

Audience of Citizens

None.

School Committee Discussion for the Good and
Welfare of the School System

Mr. Williamson reminded the administrators that we
will start monthly reports next month, and
Mr. Sheehan will put out an e-mail regarding that.

Mr. Townsend said he knows we have been receiving
complaints about the walk from the complex. He said
the biggest complaints are that kids are walking in the
rain. He said the gutters are falling and water is
collecting in the divots. Mr. Townsend said he has
contacted Peter Ethier by phone to fix the gutters, but
he has not heard anything. He said in a week he will
write a letter to the Town Manager. Mr. Florio asked
he only rents it, right? Mr. Townsend said he leases
it, but he said he would take care of it.

Mr. Townsend said there is another issue: Peter
Ethier has rented out the field house for the next 10
days which creates an issue for us with the Physical
Education classes—had been under the impression
that this was for three days and this will only become
an issue because there is a storm coming at us
tomorrow. He said he had talked to Peter about it
today—we pay to use that so the gym classes can use
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that. He said that we also have an alternative program
that also uses that for Physical Education. He said he
told him in the future we will need something in
writing sent to the Superintendent when we are being
displaced. He should advise us before signing a lease.
He also advised him we will be discussing this with
the Town Council if it happens in the future. We need
that facility for gym classes. Mr. Sheehan said there
was also an increase of 25% this year with regard to
that least; we are paying $18,775 to lease that facility
for Phys. Ed. Classes, not for him to sublet to someone
else so we can’t go in.

Mr. Murphy asked was there was even an emblem in
the rink to show the Magiera name. Mr. Kortick said
that there is a sign in front and a banner.

Mr. Florio said that walking from the complex parking
lot, a parent called him, even if they fix the gutters,
there would still be a problem with the rainwater
coming off the roof; it drenches the kids when they
walk by. Mr. Florio said he thinks we should look
into getting those gutters repaired—nhe thinks the town
is responsible or Peter Ethier. Mr. Townsend said we
have to give Peter a couple of days. Mr. Florio said
that the lady who called him transferred her child from
Father Doyle to the middle school and she is
enthralled and said he is getting a better education that
at Father Doyle. She had nothing but kudos to say
about the school department, but she says her son
comes home from school soaked and walked around
all day like that—it’s a legitimate complaint.

Mr. Florio noted that David Lussier has been named to
the Alumni Board at Providence College. Mr. Lussier
said he has been active for the past year at Providence
College. He said he enjoys working with the
alumni—it’s a great honor.

Adjournment

MOTION MADE BY JOSEPH FLORIO, JR.
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ADJOURN
THE MEETING. Motion seconded by Elizabeth B.
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Brunero. The following members voted in the
affirmative: Vincent D. Bradley, Sean M. Murphy
Elizabeth B. Brunero, Joseph Florio, Jr., and James A.
Williamson, Jr. Motion unanimously passed.

Meeting adjourned at: 8:05 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth B. Brunero, Clerk

Michelle M. Colozzo, Recorder



