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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

Public Utilities Commission 

Minutes of Open Meeting Held June 10, 2014 

Attendees: Chairperson Margaret Curran, Commissioner Paul Roberti, 
Commissioner Herbert DeSimone, Patricia Lucarelli, Cindy Wilson-Frias, Amy 
D'Alessandro, Alan Nault, Sharon Colby Camara, Todd Bianco and Luly Massaro.   
 
Commissioner Roberti called the open meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. in the first-
floor hearing room of the Public Utilities Commission. Chairperson Curran was not 
present to participate in the following dockets.  A quorum was present. 
 
Minutes Open Meeting held on May 30, 2014 – Commissioner  DeSimone moved to 
approve the minutes and Commissioner Roberti seconded the motion.  The motion was 
unanimously passed.  Vote 2-0. 
 
Competitive Telecommunications Service Providers Dockets 
The following companies filed tariff revision to their existing tariffs (on date).  The 
Division reviewed the tariff filings and recommended that they be allowed to go into 
effect without suspension: 

 2426 – Teleport Communications America, LLC (tariff filing 6/2/14) 
 2486 – MCImetro Access Transmission Services LLC (tariff filing  5/30/14) 
 3059 – Broadview Networks, Inc. (tariff filing  5/30/14) 
 2262(D5) – DeltaCom, LLC (tariff filing  6/3/14) 
 2262(G1) – Business Telecom, Inc. (tariff filing  5/30/14) 
 2262(L16) – BCN Telecom, Inc. (tariff filing  5/27/14) 
 2262(K) – SNET America, Inc. (tariff filing  5/29/14) 

After review, the Commission followed the Division’s recommendation to allow the tariff 
filings go into effect without suspension. 
 
4506 – Verizon Rhode Island – Verizon filed on May 30, 2014 a tariff filing to reduce 
intrastate switched access rates and introduce a new rate element, the Composite 
Terminating End Office Charge (CTEOC).  CTEOC is a single rate element that will 
replace both the terminating Local Switching rate and the terminating Shared End Office 
Trunk Ports rate.  Division reviewed the tariff filing and recommended that it be allowed 
to go into effect without suspension.  After review, Commissioner DeSimone moved to 
accept the Division’s recommendation that the tariff filing go into effect without 
suspension.  Commissioner Roberti seconded the motion and the motion was 
unanimously passed.  Vote 2-0. 
 
4243 & 4355 - Newport Water Division – Newport Water submitted compliance tariff 
filing in conformance with PUC’s May 30 open meeting authorizing the collection of 
additional revenues for debt service requirements and changing the customer monthly 
base charges.  Commissioner DeSimone moved to approve the compliance tariff filing.  
Commissioner Roberti seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously passed.  
Vote 2-0.   
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Commissioner Roberti adjourned the meeting 10:07 A.M. until Chairperson Curran 
arrived.  The meeting reconvened at 10:28 A.M. 
 
4443 – Energy Efficiency and Resource Management Council (EERMC) – The PUC 
reviewed the record regarding the EERMC’s March 1, 2014 and May 27, 2014 
recommended revisions to the Least Cost Procurement Standards (Standards) for use as a 
guide in the development of National Grid’s energy efficiency procurement for the 3-year 
period 2015 - 2017 consistent with Least Cost Procurement Act.  After deliberation, the 
PUC ruled on the following modifications to the Standards (id sections): 
 

1. That the filing date for the annual energy efficiency plan is changed from November 
1 to October 15, except in years in which a 3-year plan is filed.  In 3-year plan years, 
the filing date of the annual plan will remain November 1.  National Grid will file 
the plan with the Division and the Council one week prior to its scheduled meeting 
prior to the filing date.  Commissioner DeSimone moved to accept the filing dates 
set forth above.   Commissioner Roberti seconded the motion.  The motion was 
unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.  

2. Commissioner Roberti moved to accept the modification to Standards (Section 
1.2Ai(e)) that the annual plans should address new and emerging least cost 
procurement issues.  Commissioner DeSimone seconded the motion and the motion 
was unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.   

3. Commissioner DeSimone moved to approve that resource impacts and non-energy 
benefits be included in the Total Resource Cost (TRC) Test but only to specific 
programs or technologies such as income-eligible programs or combined heat and 
power (Section 1.2Aii(b)).  Commissioner Roberti seconded the motion and the 
motion was unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.   

4. The PUC accepted that reasonably anticipated future greenhouse gas reduction 
requirements be included in the TRC Test (Section 1.2Aii(b)).  Vote 3-0. 

5. Commissioner Roberti moved that greenhouse gas reduction benefits resulting from 
natural gas or delivered fuel energy efficiency or displacement may be considered in 
the TRC Test (Section 1.2Aii(b)).  Commissioner DeSimone seconded the motion 
and the motion was unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.   

6. Commissioner Roberti moved that projected benefits and costs of energy efficiency 
be calculated using a low-risk discount rate (Section 1.2Aii(c)).  Commissioner 
DeSimone seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.  

7. Commissioner DeSimone moved that the Company report on participation levels 
across all sectors of the plan (Section 1.3Ei).  Commissioner Roberti seconded the 
motion and the motion was unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0. 

8. Commissioner Roberti accepted the removed reference to purpose of Decoupling 
Act (Section 1.2Bi).  Commissioner DeSimone concurred and the motion was 
unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.   
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9. The Commission accepted that National Grid will no longer be required to, but may, 
include in its portfolio cost-effectiveness analysis the potential avoided cost of CO2 
mitigation (Section 1.3Biv).  Vote 3-0. 

10. The Commission approved that the annual plans will address where appropriate 
energy efficiency opportunities for delivered fuels (Section 1.3Civ).  Vote 3-0.  

11. The Commission accepted that longer term studies will be relied upon, as 
appropriate, in evaluating energy efficiency programs over time (Section 1.3Diie).  
Vote 3-0. 

12. The Commission accepted that the Council will submit its cost effectiveness report 2 
weeks following the filing of the Plans (Section1.4I).  Vote 3-0. 

13. The Commission accepted that electric vehicles and metering option such as time-
varying rates be included as types of non-wires alternatives to be pursued by the 
National Grid as part of its annual System Reliability Plans (Section  2.1B(f) and 
(g)).  Vote 3-0. 

14. Commissioner DeSimone moved that National Grid may propose rate design 
changes to promote some of the areas to be addressed in upcoming energy efficiency 
and system reliability plans, such as grid modernization, demand management and 
optimization of grid performance using the customer side resources (Section 3.1).  
Chairperson Curran seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously passed.  
Vote 3-0.    

15. That National Grid’s updated Technical Reference Manual (TRM) shall be filed 
March 31, 2015.   

16. Commissioner Roberti moved to approve all revisions that were proposed by the 
EERMC.  Commissioner DeSimone seconded the motion and the motion was 
unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0. 

The open meeting adjourned at 11:50 A.M. 


