Warwick Historic District Commission
______________________________________________________________________________
Warwick City Hall
3275 Post Road
Warwick, Rhode Island 02886
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, December 20, 2017
Warwick Planning Department
Second Floor, City Hall Annex
The following Commission members were in attendance:
Ms. Donna Tobin, Chair
Ms. Ginny Leslie, Vice Chair
Mr. William McQuade
Mr. Maxwell Pounder
Ms. Carol Pratt
Mr. Barry O’Brien
The following Commission member was absent:
Mr. Michael Carroll
The following staff member was present:
Sue Baker, Warwick Planning Department
The meeting was called to order by the Chairperson at 6:02 p.m.
Petition #17-274-109
Residential/Robert & Cherine Spagnolo
20 North Street
Pontiac Village
The Petitioners, Robert and Cherine Spagnolo, are seeking approval to replace their existing
first floor porch with aesthetically-similar materials, due to the deteriorating condition of the
current porch. They propose to replace existing pressure-treated wood and fiberglass
columns with recycled composite decking and new fiberglass columns and PVC railings.
Ms. Spagnolo, in her introductory comments to the Commission, noted that the house had
been significantly altered over time, with the addition of vinyl siding and vinyl windows, and
the original eaves were no longer present. Commissioners Tobin and Leslie explained that,
even with those alterations, the residence was still historically significant, as the alterations
had not disrupted the essence of the house.
Discussion then took place with the Petitioners about what materials could and could not be
approved by the Commission. Vinyl is not allowed, and repairs/replacements to match
existing materials, such as wood for wood, are preferred. There has been an evolution in the
type of products available to consumers, and the Commission has previously approved the
use of composite materials. Ms. Spagnolo stated that they are not opposed to retaining the
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look of the house, but would like to be allowed to use a composite, which, they feel, would
be more durable and require less regular maintenance.
Discussion took place about the composite materials in the Azek products the Petitioners
were proposing to use. It was agreed that its use for the porch decking would be
acceptable. Commissioners expressed concern about the use of fiberglass for the columns.
Commissioner Pratt suggested that wood columns could be installed, and then wrapped
with fiberglass. This would be similar to the concept of vinyl-clad wood, and would, in fact,
add to the durability of the structure. The Petitioners agreed that this suggestion was
practical and realistic.
Further discussion took place relative to the design and materials of the proposed railings.
Commissioner Pounder ultimately suggested that, if the Petitioners were amenable, they
return for the January 2018 monthly meeting, which would give them and Commissioners
time to further research the availability of wood composite railings. Ms. Baker will also reach
out to the state Historic Preservation and Heritage Commission for an opinion relative to the
use of replacement materials as they pertain to Secretary of the Interior Standard #9, and
whether the materials are more critical to the Standard than meeting the other features
(massing, size, scale and architectural features).
Commissioner Pounder motioned to continue the Petition to the January 17, 2018 meeting.
Commissioner Pounder seconded. None opposed.
Petition #17-274-99
Residential/Larry Amato
87 King Street
Pontiac Village
The Petitioner is seeking approval to replace existing wooden front stair railings with new
wooden railings with spindles, and to replace the existing wooden railings of the second-floor
porch with railings with spindles in order to meet Building code.
As the Petitioner had not arrived for the meeting, Commissioner McQuade made a motion to
continue the Petition to the January 17, 2018 meeting. Commissioner Leslie seconded. All
voted in favor; none opposed.
OTHER BUSINESS
 Approval of minutes of August 17, 2016 meeting
Commissioner Leslie voted to approve, with the minutes corrected to reflect
Commissioner McQuade’s attendance at the meeting. Commissioner Pratt
seconded. All voted in favor, with the correction, none opposed.
 Approval of minutes of September 21, 2016 meeting
Commissioner Pratt motioned to accept the minutes, with a clarification that
the Petitioner was seeking to replace storm windows made. Seconded by
Commissioner McQuade, with the clarification to be made. All voted in favor;
none opposed.
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Approval of minutes of October 19, 2016 meeting
Commissioner O’Brien motioned to approve, seconded by Commissioner Pratt.
Commissioners O’Brien, Pratt, McQuade, and Tobin voted to approve, with
Commissioners Leslie and Pounder abstaining.
Approval of minutes of November 16, 2016 meeting
Commissioner Leslie motioned to accept the minutes, seconded by
Commissioner Pratt. All voted in favor; none opposed.

Commissioners McQuade made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Leslie. All
were in favor; none opposed. The meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m.
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