
DECEMBER 13, 2006

	The North Providence School Committee met on December 13, 2006

at 5:30 p.m. in the Library at the High School.  Members present were

Chairman Marciano, Dr. Pallotta, Mrs. Reall, Mr. DaSilva, Mr. Cataldi,

Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Martinelli.  Also present was Superintendent

Ottaviano, Mr. Scungio, and Mr. Iannetta.  Ms. Celona, Mr. Gerardi,

and Mr. Lynch were present for the regular session only.

	The meeting began by saluting the flag.  Next, Chairman Marciano

asked for a moment of silence.

	Chairman Marciano asked the members of the Committee if there

was any objection to moving the School Committee Reports – Awards

Presentation to the beginning of the Agenda due to the fact that one

of the presenters, Mayor Mollis, has another appointment.  Hearing

none, he asked Mayor Mollis to present his award first.  Mayor Mollis

thanked the members of the Committee for allowing him to move to

the beginning of Agenda.  He spoke about Dr. Pallotta’s honorable

service to the Committee and the Town.  His leadership and calm

demeanor have served the Committee well through some tough

times.  He added that he looks to Dr. Pallotta with gratitude and feels

that we have been blessed in North Providence with members like Dr.

Pallotta.  His leadership has truly changed the lives of the people of

North Providence for the better.  He wished him health and

happiness.  He next presented Dr. Pallotta with an award.



Next was a presentation to Lucille DellaSanta as assistant principal of

the year.  Members of the Committee offered their congratulations. 

Next was a presentation from two former colleagues and friends of

Dr. Pallotta, Tom Norato and Representative Corvese.  Dr. Corvese

began by reading a citation from the House of Representatives for 20

years of distinguished service.  He next spoke about running for

office twenty years ago on the opposite side of the fence from Dr.

Pallotta and about how much he learned from Dr. Pallotta.  He called

Dr. Pallotta a friend and ally and thanked him for what he has done for

the Town and for him.  Next, Tom Norato read a plaque and spoke

about Dr. Pallotta’s ability to make tough decisions and his ability to

put everything in perspective.  He felt that Dr. Pallotta is a true

educator.  He added that Dr. Pallotta will be a tough act to follow.  He

wished him luck.  Next, Jim DiPrete, Chairman of the Board of

Regents, presented an award to Dr. Pallotta.  He spoke about wanting

to clone Dr. Pallotta for the other School Committees throughout the

State so that they would be in the shape that North Providence is in. 

He added that Dr. Pallotta carries a quiet, effective, and deadly stick. 

Chairman Marciano mentioned other colleagues and friends present

to honor Dr. Pallotta, including former Superintendent Paul Vorro,

Principal Joseph Goho, Tony Carbone, Councilman-elect Manfredi,

School Committeeman-elect Iannetta, and many others.  Chairman

Marciano announced the next “very important person” as Dr.

Pallotta’s lovely daughter, Melissa.  Melissa spoke about excellence

in leadership and that a true leader guides a team and plots a course. 

Chairman Marciano acknowledged the members of Dr. Pallotta’s



family and asked them to stand.

The next item on the Agenda was Correspondence.  There being

none, the next item on the Agenda was the Superintendent’s Report.

First was the Preschool Presentation.  Superintendent Ottaviano

turned the meeting over to Mr. Lynch.  Mr. Lynch spoke about the

cost of sending four preschool students out of the district for

services at a cost of $9000.00 per student.  He felt that it is time to

look at the in-district preschool program a little closer to look at the

feasibility of starting an additional integrated preschool program

within the North Providence School Department.  Mr. Cataldi asked

where the funding would come from.  He felt that we need to look into

the matter further and figure out where the money will come from.  

	Motion by Mr. DaSilva, seconded by Mrs. Reall and carried to look

into the feasibility of establishing an additional program.

	Next was the Procurement Policy Draft Presentation.  Mrs. Celona

stated that the Policy is to summarize what the District is currently

doing.  It mirrors the State Policy.

	Dr. Pallotta suggested several minor changes to the Policy

Lanugage.

	Motion by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mr. Cataldi and Mr. DaSilva and



carried to approve the Policy with the suggested changes.

	Next was the Grievance Hearing.  Motion by Mr. DaSilva, seconded

by Mrs. Reall and carried to concur with the Superintendent’s

recommendation regarding the Grievance Hearings.  

	Next was Field Trip Requests.    

  

	Mr. Gerardi read the Field Trip Request and recommended approval

in accordance with School Committee policy.

	Motion by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mr. Cataldi and carried to

approve the Field Trip Request as presented.

	Next was the Monthly Financial Report.  Superintendent Ottaviano

recommended approval of the December 13, 2006 Monthly Financial

Report as presented.

 

	Motion by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mrs. Reall and carried to approve

the December 13, 2006 Monthly Financial Report as submitted.  

	Mr. Cataldi added that with respect to the Preschool piece, the

Finance Committee needs to be informed as to where the funds will

be coming from.

	Next was Public Comments on Agenda Items 3 – 5.  There being



none, the next item on the Agenda was Requests to Address the

Committee.  There being none, the next item on the Agenda was New

New Business.  There were no Bids.  Next was Leaves of Absence.

	Superintendent Ottaviano recommended approval of the Leave of

Absence Request by Kim Cimini for Sabbatical Leave for the

2007/2008 School Year.

	Motion by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mr. Cataldi and carried to

approve the Leave of Absence Request as presented.

	Next was Appointments.  Superintendent Ottaviano recommended

that the Committee grant advice and consent to the appointments,

which were voted on as follows:

	Motion by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mrs. Reall and Mr. Cataldi and

carried to grant advice and consent to the appointment of Michael

Cicerone – High School Yearbook Advisor effective December 14,

2006; Lindsay McElroy – Extension of Long-Term Substitute Position

effective January 22, 2007 through the remainder of the 2006/2007

School Year; Keri Picard – Extension of Long-Term Substitute

Position effective January 22, 2007 through the remainder of the

2006/2007 School Year; and Edward Santoro – extension of

Long-Term Substitute Position effective January 22, 2007 through the

remainder of the 2006/2007 School Year.  



	Next was Old Business.  There being none, the next Item on the

Agenda was Use of Property Requests.  Superintendent Ottaviano

recommended approval of the Use of Property Requests not

previously submitted and subject to availability and meeting the

necessary requirements.

	Motion by Mr. DaSilva, seconded by Mrs. Reall and carried to

approve the Use of Property Requests as presented by

Superintendent Ottaviano with the exceptions outlined by Mrs. Reall.

	Next was Approval of Bills.  Superintendent Ottaviano recommended

approval of the December 13, 2006 List of Bills be approved as

presented and paid.

 

	Motion by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by the entire Committee and carried

to approve the December 13, 2006 List of Bills in the amount of

$971,588.57 as presented and paid.

	Next was Approval of Minutes.  

	Motion by Mr. DaSilva, seconded by Dr. Pallotta and the entire

Committee to approve the Minutes of the November 15, 2006

Executive Session as presented and keep them closed in accordance

with R.I.G.L. 42-46-4 and 42-46-5.

	Motion by Mr. DaSilva, seconded by Mrs. Reall and carried that the



Minutes of the November 15, 2006 North Providence School

Committee Regular Session be approved as presented.

	Next was Public Comments on Agenda Items 7-12.  There being

none, next was Pending Business.  There being none, the next Item

on the Agenda was Adjournment.  

	Chairman Marciano next spoke about the Committee’s presentation

to Dr. Pallotta.  He felt that Dr. Pallotta is a true gentleman and a

professional doing a job and doing it well; a good listener and a very

logical person.  He added that he truly enjoyed his tenure with Dr.

Pallotta.  Next, he read the inscription on the plaque presented to Dr.

Pallotta on behalf of the Committee.  Mrs. Reall stated that as the

oldest member of the Committee, she would like to be the first to

comment.  She felt that Dr. Pallotta is the most consistent person in

the world.  She joked that he go out and do something foolish for

once in his life.  She added that he is a gentleman and a “great

sphinx” and that he will be sadly missed.  Next, Mr. Cataldi spoke

about hooking up a video feed to Dr. Pallotta’s house so that the

Committee can continue to seek his wisdom and experience.  It was a

privilege to serve with him and he wished him and his family health

and happiness. He added that it is time to reap the harvest of

enjoying his life.  Next, Mr. DaSilva echoed the comments of his

colleagues and wished him good luck and God’s blessings.  

Dr. Pallotta felt that before adjourning the meeting, he would like to



make some comments.  He spoke about his friendship with Mr.

Norato since he was 12 or 13 years old and

called him a treasured friend.  The thanked the members of the

audience for their support and friendship.  He next thanked Paul

Vorro for coming to the meeting.  He spoke about the various

positions that Paul had in Providence over the past thirty years and

their friendship.  He next addressed Mr. Maguire to say that it has

been a pleasure to sit across from him to negotiate contracts.  He

added that he is a gentleman and a professional.  He also spoke to Dr.

 

Ottaviano’s tenure as Superintendent and the professional and

calming influence she has on the Committee.  He acknowledged that

it is not easy being a Superintendent.  As a Superintendent, you have

to pacify everyone, but you also need to stand firm for the children of

the District.  He added that it has been a pleasure serving on the

School Committee during her tenure.  He also spoke about his

colleagues on the School Committee and the difficult times they went

through.  He recalled the fire at the High School and meeting his

colleagues at the High School at 2:00 a.m.   He thanked them for their

professionalism and their friendship over the years.  He wished Mr.

Cataldi well and added that it was a pleasure sitting next to him.  Next

was “auntie” Helen.  He spoke about working with her on the

Committee and various subcommittees and what a joy it has been to

serve with her.   He also address Mr. DaSilva as a colleague and

fellow teacher and added that he is never short for words and always



says what is on his mind.    He thanked Chairman Marciano for his

service and tenure and added that it was a pleasure serving under

him.  His demeanor and expertise as a former teacher and senator is

an asset to the Committee. 

Next, he spoke about knowing Ben Scungio for a long time.  He felt

that it was his honor to vote to hire Ben in 1991 and felt that he is the

most knowledgeable attorney representing School Committees in the

State.  He also makes sure that everyone stays on track.  He is very

supportive of the Committee.  He thanked him for his friendship, his

knowledge, and his professionalism.  He also thanked Margie Caranci

for her friendship, talent, and experience in service to the School

Committee.  Lastly, he thanked Mayor Mollis for his advise and

counsel to the members of the School Committee as a respected

professional.  In closing, he felt that although he took longer to

address everyone than expected, he felt that he had to take the time

to say what he wanted to say.  He again thanked everyone for their

support and friendship throughout the years.

	There being no further business, 

	Motion by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mr. Cataldi and carried to

adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

							Respectfully submitted,



							David Wilkes


