MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF FIRE WARDENS OF THE LONSDALE FIRE
DISTRICT, INC. 224 Front Street, Lincoln, Rl 02865

HELD WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2016 at Lincoln Housing Authority, 10
Franklin Street, Lincoln, Rl 02865

PRESENT: Mr. Michael Babbitt, Mr. John Picozzi, Mr. Michael Skenyon
and Mr. Kevin Farrell

ABSENT: N/A

Mr. Michael Babbitt called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.,
Wednesday, January 20, 2016

MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 2015 MEETING:
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited

MONTHLY BILLS: Mike Babbitt presented the monthly bills of the
District.

Outstanding Monthly Bills of $31,149.62.08 were presented with
supporting documentation for review and approval.

Mr. Farrell motioned to approve the bills, Mr. Skenyon seconded the
motion and the motion passed unanimously.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Minutes of the October 2015 and November
2016 meetings have been posted to Secretary of State website; No
meeting was held in December 2015 and thus no minutes were
available to be reviewed

PUBLIC COMMENT: None



FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: No formal Fire Chief’s report is available.
OLD BUSINESS:

Motion was made to extend the current contract with Saylesville Fire
District for coverage of the Lonsdale District from 1/1/16 thru 3/31/16
in the amount of $12,000 per month.

Motion was made by Mr. Babbitt and seconded by Mr. Farrell. The
motion passed with Mr. Skenyon abstaining from the vote.

NEW BUSINESS:

A discussion on continuing the healthcare payments of the laid off
workers took place.

Motion was made my Mr. Babbitt to have the district continue the
healthcare payments (approx.. $5,300/month). Motion was seconded
my Mr. Skenyon and approved unanimously.

Discussion took place regarding the future of Lonsdale fire service. The
estimated budget shortfall outlines a pro forma deficit of approx.
$112,000. Implementing a 5% tax hike would raise approx. $30,000
and reduce the deficit to approx. $82,000.

Alternatively the Lonsdale district could seek to surrender its charter in
conjunction with an agreement that the Saylesville district would
provide service to Lonsdale. The Lonsdale taxpayers would have to
approve to surrender the Lonsdale charter and the taxpayers of
Saylesville would have to approve taking over the Lonsdale district. If
all of the appropriate approvals (by Lonsdale and Saylesville tax payers)



were obtained then Lonsdale taxpayers would pay the tax rates
currently paid by Saylesville residents. The Saylesville district would
then takeover the Lonsdale district.

Additional discussion took place regarding if Saylesville would be
required to hire any of the laid off firefighters and the answer was that
Saylesville would have no obligation to hire Lonsdale firemen.
Discussion also took place regarding any other Lincoln fire districts
would take over Lonsdale. No other districts have expressed an
interest in taking over Lonsdale.

After discussion a motion was made by Mr. Babbitt to recommend that
the Lonsdale Fire District go forward with the process of surrendering
its Charter. Motion was seconded by Mr. Farrell and passed
unanimously

USDA Loan: Mr. Picozzi presented information regarding the existing
USDA loan on the existing station location. He indicated that approx.
$27,000 in modifications would be required to have the building be
ADA compliant. An initial date of January 2017 has been put In place to
meet this requirement.

Chairman: With the resignation of the prior Chairman in November
2015 a new chairman is required. Mr. Farrell made a motion to elect
Mr. Babbitt as Chairmen. Mr. Skenyon seconded the motion and it was
approved unanimously.

Amended Agenda: The board approved amending the agenda to allow
for the election of Mr. Ken Booth to fill the vacant warden seat that was
created with a resignation in Nov. 2015.



Adjournment: Mr. Farrell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The
Motion was seconded by Mike Babbitt and the motion passed
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED

Kevin Farrell, SECRETARY



