
  
OFFICIAL 

October 20, 2014 
LINCOLN SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 
MINUTES 

 
DATE:  September 8, 2014 
PLACE: Lincoln Middle School 
  152 Jenckes Hill Road 
  Lincoln, RI  02865 
TIME:  7:00 PM – Open Session 
 
School Committee Members Present:  Kristine Donabedian, Chair; Mary Anne Roll, Vice Chair; John  
Carroll, Tracey Cavanaugh, Julie Zito 
Absent:  Mary Varr, Clerk; John LaFleur 
  
Others Present:  Georgia Fortunato, Superintendent; Eric Banville, Alec Ciminello, Caroline Frey,  
Patricia Gablinske, Mark Gadbois, Kevin McNamara, Armand Milazzo, Lori Miller, Reza Sarkarati,  
Rosemary Stein, Maryann Struble, Mark Thompson 
 
Convene Into Open Session 
a.  Consider and Vote on Motion to Seal Executive Session Minutes. 
b.  Notification to Public of Compliance with R.I. General Laws 42-46-4 & 5 as to Votes Taken. 
     The Chair reported there were no votes taken in Executive Session. 

 
Opening Ceremony 

 
Right to be Heard – None. 

 
I.   Consent agenda 
     Motion to approve by Cavanaugh.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 

   
1.  Salary Warrants 
2.  Expense Warrants 
3.  Approval of Disposition of Obsolete Non-Public Textbooks 
4.  Home School Requests 
     - Dr. Dale Agostinelli 
5.  Personnel Recommendations           

Resignations 
 

a. James Gauch    From:  Industrial Technology – High School 
3 Park Drive    Effective: September 19, 2014  
Middletown, RI 02842 
 

b. Ruth Semerjian    From:  12hr/wk PT TA - Northern 
175 Harris Road    Effective: September 3, 2014  
Smithfield, RI 02917 

Physician Appointment 
 

 a.  Malini Gillen, M.D.   To:  School Doctor – District 
      One Commerce Street, 2nd Floor  Effective: 2014-15 School Year 
      Lincoln, RI 02865    Salary:  $6,000.00 
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Dentist Appointment 

 
 a.  Benedict Ingegneri, DDS   To:  School Dentist – District 
      3231 Mendon Road   Effective: 2014-15 School Year 
      Cumberland, RI 02864   Salary:  $4,550.00 

 
6.  Out of State Field Trip Requests 
7.  Civic Use of Buildings 
 - St. Jude Church Basketball @ LMS (Sundays, November 2014 – March 2015, Dates TBD) 

 8.  Approval of Regular Session Minutes 
a. June 9, 2014 School Committee Meeting 
b. June 23, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting 
c. June 25, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting 
d. July 8, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting 
e. July 30, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting 
f. July 31, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting 
g. August 26, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting 

 
      9.  Approval of Executive Session Minutes 
       a.   June 9, 2014 School Committee Meeting 
       b.   June 25, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting 
            c.   July 30, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting 
            d.   July 31, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting 
            e.   August 26, 2014 Special School Committee Meeting            

       
II.   Superintendent’s Report 
       a.  Citations 
            Superintendent Fortunato recognized Mary Ann Canning McComiskey, RIDE School Social Worker 
            of the Year 2014-2015.  She reported Mary Ann was also the 2010 School Social Worker of the Year.   

The Superintendent stated Maryann is talented, dedicated and a tireless advocate for all students. She 
credited Mary Ann for writing a grant over the summer.  Mary Ann will be honored with other  
educators at Waterfire in Providence on September 27th.  John Carroll presented Mary Ann with a 
Certificate of Recognition, which read, “Be it hereby known to all that the Town of Lincoln Public 
School Committee hereby offers its sincerest congratulations to Mary Ann Canning McComiskey in 
recognition of RI School Social Worker of the Year 2014-2015.  The entire Committee extends its  
very best wishes on this memorable occasion and expresses the hope for continued good fortune here  
on this day 8th of September”. 

       b.  Lincoln High School Student Update 
            Principal Kevin McNamara reported Lucky Sports Training will bring in a first class training and  

athletic rehab facility at no cost to the district.  All work will be done in house.  The facility will be 
located in the old girls locker room at the high school. He thanked Mr. Milazzo and Mr. Fineberg for 
helping make this happen.  McNamara introduced Josh Gillen, Sr. Class President, stating he does well 
academically, is civic minded and is very humble.  Josh reported they now have a senior café in the 
courtyard between the old and new cafeterias.  They intend to spruce up that area.  They will be selling 
cookie dough in an upcoming fund raiser and are planning their senior supper. The senior prom will be 
held at Lake Pearl. 
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       c.  School Opening Update  

Superintendent Fortunato reported the 2014-2015 school year is off to a great start, beginning with  
a professional development day on August 20th.  The second one will be tomorrow, September 9th.   
Both days focus on improving student achievement and enhancing teaching and learning district wide.  
School officially started August 25th for grades PK-9 and all grades on August 26th.  Superintendent 
Fortunato visited each school and complimented Armand Milazzo and his staff for preparing the schools 
over the summer.  She recognized Mark Gadbois and his technicians for prepping the computers and 
installing the new phone system.  She announced they now have wireless district wide and all systems are 
go.  There is a new start time of 8:45 at the elementary level and a new end time of 3:15.  There is a new 
elementary report card and two new math coaches in preparation for the PARCC assessment.  The 
Middle School has a new schedule and is focused on improving school wide math scores.  The High 
School also will be focusing on improving math scores and aligning school wide rubrics with the 
common core state standards.  Fortunato reported Lincoln High School has been ranked 7th in the state by 
RI Monthly.  The Ferguson Field committee met several times and the field and track project will be 
starting shortly.  The Superintendent thanked the administrators, teachers, teacher assistants, secretaries, 
maintenance, grounds, custodial and technology staff for creating such a wonderful learning environment 
for all of their students.  The most recent enrollment report shows a huge uptick in the number of students 
at the middle school with 40 additional students.  Lonsdale opened with 310 students, Central 323, 
Saylesville 256, Northern 429, Lincoln Middle School 776, Lincoln High School 925.  Superintendent 
Fortunato shared her welcoming address of August 20th to faculty and staff, encouraging everyone to 
never limit their expectation of their students and their colleagues and to always remember that they are 
true champions and will always work in mind and spirit.  She welcomed everyone back to what promises 
to be another successful school year. 

       d.  Ferguson Field Presentation by Pare Engineering 
            The Superintendent recognized the members of the Ferguson Field Committee and reported they  

received preliminary approval from RIDE for Stage I this afternoon.  She introduced Andrew Chagnon 
from Pare Engineering.  Chagnon gave a slide presentation on the time line of the project, an overview of  
the existing field showing its deteriorated condition and what the new field will look like.  He pointed 
out the new track size, storage, netting, logo and scoreboard. 

       e.  ESY Update 
Maryann Struble reported the program is designed to help students throughout the summer to maintain   
progress and growth.  The two locations were Northern and Lincoln High School.  She noted there is 
more of a community event at the high school and friendships are generated and it helps the students 
transition better when they get to the high school.  There were 42 staff members and 79 students in  
the program.  Struble recognized Barbara Maher for helping coordinate the program. 

       f.  Consideration/Vote on Use of Property Request from Rhode Island Middle Level Educators Annual        
Meeting (Lincoln Middle School - 1/31/15) and Request for Waiver of Room Usage Fee 

 The Superintendent explained that the organization which is for educators had requested waiving the 
usage fee.  

 Motion to approve by Cavanaugh.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
       g.  Vote to Approve 48-Month Lease for Three Copy Machines 
 Lori Miller reported two machines are at Saylesville and one is at the Administration Building in student 
 services.  These will be faster machines with a savings of $137.96 a month. 
 Motion to approve by Cavanaugh.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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       h.  Vote to Approve Energy Efficient Outdoor Lighting at Lincoln Middle School 

Superintendent Fortunato reported Lori Miller, Armand Millazzo and Mr. Fusco have been working  
on new lighting at the middle school.  Lori Miller explained they are proposing to replace the outside 
lighting through a program with the electric company.  There is an incentive of almost $9,000 which 
allows them to upgrade the lighting and there will be a monthly savings.  Mr. Fusco noted it includes 
lighting fixtures for the gym where the lights are on 12 to 15 hours a day.  That should add to the  
savings. The cost of $32,000 will be paid over four years on the monthly bill. 
Motion to approve by Cavanaugh.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 

       i.  Approval of 2014-15 In District Tuition Rate  
           The Chair reported the amount is $13,653, which the policy subcommittee supports.   
           Motion to approve by Cavanaugh.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
       j.  Financial Report/Charter Schools Update    
           Lori Miller reported they haven’t received all the bills for Charter Schools, but they seem to be on  

track with their projections.  She stated the Chair designed a medical claims report form that is easier  
to understand.  Miller stated the year is too new to project a deficit or a surplus in the budget, but she  
isn’t optimistic there will be a surplus.  Kristine Donabedian noted they used up 21% of their budget  
in medical claims.  The Superintendent reported the administrators met this morning and she indicated  
she will be freezing the budget shortly.  Miller noted that the principals and administrators were very 
frugal in their requests. 
 
Motion to seal the Executive Session minutes by Roll.  Seconded by Cavanaugh.  All in favor. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

       
 III.   School Committee Reports 

   Mary Anne Roll reported RIASC will be holding School Committee 101 on November 22nd at the Crowne  
Plaza, Warwick, which satisfies the six hour state law requirement for school committee members.   
There was also a lengthy discussion on a constitutional convention and she noted the association  
supported language that would have defined a public education as a right.  RI doesn’t have anything in  
their constitutional language that says its citizens have a right to an education.  The Chair reported that 
based on the budgetary challenges she would like to put together a subcommittee to review the budget  
in detail and start sooner to identify efficiencies.  John Carroll and Tracey Cavanaugh volunteered. 

 
 IV.   Community Comments – None. 
  
  V.   Consider Motion to Adjourn 

   Motion to adjourn at 7:56 PM by Cavanaugh.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

                
          ____________________________________  ____________________________  
          KRISTINE DONABEDIAN, CHAIR    DATE 
 
 
    


