
                             OFFICIAL 
September 10, 2012 

 
LINCOLN SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 
MINUTES 

 
 
DATE:  August 1, 2012 
PLACE: Lincoln Administration Building 
  1624 Lonsdale Avenue 
  Lincoln, RI 02865 
TIME:  9:00 AM – Open Session 
 
School Committee Members Present:  Elizabeth Robson, Chair; Mary Varr, Clerk; Kristine Donabedian, 
Mary Anne Roll  
Absent:  Julie Zito, Vice Chair, Tracey Cavanaugh, John Lafleur 
  
Others Present:  Georgia Fortunato, Superintendent; Eric Banville, Angelo Mencucci, Lori Miller, Melinda Smith, 
Maryann Struble 
 
Opening Ceremony 
   
I. Superintendent’s Report 

a. School Classifications Presentation 
Melinda Smith reported RIDE put in a waiver for school classification this year so there will be 
changes from the No Child Left Behind to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  The 
subgroup size will be reduced from 45 to 20.  The gap between proficiency in math and literacy has  
to be cut in half by 2016/2017 with multiple measures.  The Superintendent reported the five schools 
that are typical are the four elementary and the middle; the high school is leading.  She noted her  
challenge is that she expects everyone to strive to have a commended status on every school in  
Lincoln.   Melinda showed the classification scores and a new approach to school measurement by 
school.  She also stated additional supports are necessary for students with disabilities, from low 
income families and that exceed proficiency.   

b. Update on Central Parking Lot 
Angelo Mencucci reported they are trying to obtain 12-15 parking spaces.  The playground is a little 
over 20,000 square feet.  There will be an 8’ high fence along where the cars will park and a 4’ fence 
surrounding the playground area.  He chose a 6’ sidewalk.  Angelo drove the parking lot to make  
sure there was room for every vehicle.  There had been concerns over the play area being reduced in 
size so he showed the relocation of fencing and did remove five trees and would like to have students 
involved in replanting trees.  The Chair commented they added five minutes to recess and the older 
kids play more ball and running sports.  She asked if they could use the parking space for recess.  
Angelo said he would look into a portable basketball net and speak to the principal and physical 
education teacher for what would be age appropriate.  The Superintendent thought that was a great 
idea. 

c. Financial Report – June 30, 2012 
Lori Miller reported she is projecting $35,000 in additional revenues.  That could changes because she 
is waiting for Medicaid claiming number which fluxuates depending on how many kids are eligible and 
how many teachers participate.  In terms of actual operating budget she is projecting $209,000, which 
could change because they are self-insured.   
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Salaries are about $100,000 to the good and medical claims ran $479,000 less than anticipated.  That 
will cover the negative purchased services.  Capital outlays are for the windows for the Administration 
building and the truck. 

d. Approval of extension to Vanderweil Contract 
Motion to approve by Donabedian. Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

II. Personnel Recommendations 

 
Resignations 

a. Susan Vander Does   From:  Reading Teacher – Central 
1113 Smithfield Avenue  Effective: July 31, 2012 
Lincoln, RI 02865 
Superintendent Fortunato made this recommendation with regret. 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

 
Teacher Appointments 

a. Patricia McChrystal   To:  0.4 Library Media Specialist – High School 
5 Ursula Road   Effective: August 22, 2012                                                    
Smithfield, RI 02917  Salary:  B-2  $17,137.20 

b. Debra Dyer    To:  1.0 Self-Contained – High School 
6 Cullen Hill Road  Effective: August 22, 2012                                                
Lincoln, RI 02865   Salary:  M-6  $58,714.00 

c. Karen Gill    To:  1.0 Special Education (ALP) – High School 
5 Landis Drive   Effective: August 22, 2012                                                     
East Greenwich, RI 02818 Salary:  B+30 10th  $77,584.00 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

a. Jamie Unkuri   To:   Football Cheerleading Coach – High School 

Coaching Appointments 

23 Atwood Street   Effective:  2012-13 Fall Sports Season (Pending 
 Certification)  

West Warwick, RI 02893  Salary:   Per contract1 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

a. Teacher Assignment Changes for 12/13 SY 

Information Only 

III.  Awarding of Bids 
a. Athletic Training 

Lori Miller explained there were no bids submitted.  She will be re-bidding. 
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b. Science Supplies & Equipment 
Lori Miller explained the following responded to the bid: 

Ward’s Natural Science     
Carolina Biological Supply Company 
Cynmar 
Sargent-Welch 
Science Kit 
Fisher Scientific 
Frey Scientific 

Miller explained they bid on a lot of items.  She allows the department head to decide which item is 
needed and they need to select from the lowest bid and Miller reviews everything and they cannot 
exceed the appropriation. 
Motion to approve in amounts not to exceed the 2012-2013 appropriation by Donabedian.  Seconded 
by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
c. Athletic Uniforms 

Bids were as follows for varsity and junior varsity teams, home and away: 
      Girls Softball  Girls Basketball          
      School Specialty                                         No Bid                             No Bid 

Total 

   RIDDELL                                                  $5,059.20     $6,723.60               $11,782.80 
 Grogan Marciano Sporting goods               6,705.00                          6,615.00                 13,320.00 
 
Miller explained School Specialty actually submitted a bid that said “no bid”.  RIDDELL didn’t  
submit a sample, so they couldn’t tell the quality of the uniform.  Miller recommended Grogan 
Marciano Sporting Goods in the amount of $13,320. 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Mary Anne Roll noted Tracy Cavanaugh had concerns about the cycle and the Superintendent reported 
she had shared that with Cavanaugh.. 
  

d. Interscholastic Supplies & Equipment 
The following bids were received for various supplies and equipment: 
 
  Grogan Marciano Sporting Goods  $15,116.40 
 BSN Sports         4,236.17 
 Riddell             830.00 
 Pyramid                        900.56 
 
Miller recommended awarding the bid to the above vendors in the amounts listed. 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

e. Industrial Technology Supplies & Equipment 
The following bid were received for various supplies: 
 
 Paxton-Patterson    $  824.32 
 Midwest Technology Products & Services     920.79 
 Allied Auto Parts        880.96 
 Downes & Reader Hardwood Co.   3,310.76 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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IV.   Salary Warrants 
  July 12, 2012    $1,059,118.63 
    Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
  July 26, 2012    $1,099,140.14 
 Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
   
V. Expense Warrants 
  August 1, 2012    2011-2012 FY  $593,127.57 
 Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
  August 1, 2012     2012-2013 FY $584,011.80 
 Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
  Capital Reserve  Expenditure  $29,827 
 Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
VI.     New Business 

a.  Home School Requests 
- Ms. Tracey Smith Barden 
- Mr. & Mrs. Lance Cardillo 
- Ms. Heather Howard 
- Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kane 
- Ms. Theresa Ross 
- Mr. & Mrs. Brian Scribner 
- Ms. Marion Vickers 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

VII. Community Comments 
Fred Hoppe of the LTA thanked Susan Vander Does for the song she wrote and welcomed the new 
teachers.  He also thanked the teachers for their professionalism in signing the contract.   
 

VIII. Adjourn 
 Motion to adjourn at 9:54 AM by Donabedian.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0.  
 
 

____________________________________  ____________________________  

MARY VARR, CLERK      DATE 

 
 


