
 
               OFFICIAL 

May 22, 2012 
 

LINCOLN SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 

MINUTES 
 
 

DATE:  April 9, 2012 
PLACE:  Lincoln Middle School 
  152 Jenckes Hill Road 
  Lincoln, RI  02865 
TIME:  7:00 PM – Open Session 

 
 

School Committee Members Present:  Elizabeth Robson, Chair; Julie Zito, Vice Chair; Kristine Donabedian, John  
Lafleur, Mary Anne Roll  
Absent:  Mary Varr, Clerk; Tracey Cavanaugh 
 
Others Present:  Georgia Fortunato, Superintendent; Eric Banville, Mark Gadbois, Angelo Mencucci, Lori Miller,  
Melinda Smith, Maryann Struble, Mark Thompson; Attorney Benjamin Scungio 
 

 
Opening Ceremony 
 

Chair to report out any votes taken in Executive Session:  Receive motion by committee member to  
seal Executive Session Minutes pursuant to applicable provisions of RIGL 42-46-(4)&(5) 
The Chair reported there were no votes taken in Executive Session.   
Motion to seal the Executive Session minutes by Lafleur.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-
0. 

  
Right to be Heard – None. 

 
I.       Approval of Minutes 

a. February 11, 2012 Special Meeting Executive Session 
Motion to approve and seal by Lafleur. Seconded by Roll and Zito. All in favor. Motion carried 5-0. 

b. March 12, 2012 Executive Session 
Motion to approve and seal by Lafleur.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 

c. March 12, 2012 Meeting 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

II. Superintendent’s Report 
a. Consideration and Vote on Resolution Concerning Layoff Notification 

The Chair read the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS:  Chapter §16-13 of the Rhode Island General Laws entitled “Teacher Tenure” requires school  
 districts to notify individual teachers by March 1st  that their contract for the following year will 
 not be renewed and;  
WHEREAS:  All school districts have not yet had their budget request ratified by their respective city or 
 town councils and;  
WHEREAS:  This uncertainty requires school districts to issue more layoff notices then are necessary and;  
WHEREAS:  This creates unnecessary anxiety and stress for teachers receiving layoff notices and; 
WHEREAS:  Most, if not all, of the uncertainty, stress and anxiety resulting from the early layoff notice 
 could be remediated by moving the date from March 1, to June1, therefore be it; 
RESOLVED: That the Lincoln School District urges the General Assembly to pass 2012 – S 2158,  H 7272 & 
H 7863 by Senator DiPalma and Representatives Jackson  & Brien respectively, moving the teacher layoff 
notice deadline from March 1 to June 1, be further resolved;  
RESOLVED

 

:  That a copy of this Resolution by forwarded to every Rhode Island Municipality, School 
 Committee, State Senator, State Representative and the Governor. 

Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
b. Approval of Disposition of Obsolete or Outdated Textbooks 

Motion to approve by Roll.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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c. Adoption of Revised NW Consortium By Laws 
Superintendent Fortunato pointed out there is just one sentence added to section 3, Article 4, 
stating that constituted members at the meeting shall be the superintendents and/or central office  
administrators.  The Chair made the reminder they are members of the Consortium with the towns  
of North Smithfield, Smithfield and Burrillville to try to combine some services and purchasing. 
Motion to approve by Roll.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 

d. Vote to Approve Transfer of Verizon Service Agreement to RIMPA 
Lori Miller explained their contract has expired and they have the opportunity to sign on with the RI 
master purchase agreement.  Mark Gadbois had worked with the Verizon representative.  There  
should be a twenty thousand dollar savings next year and possibly three thousand this year. 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 

e. Financial Report/Charter Schools Update/Edu Jobs 
Lori Miller reported they are moving toward a zero variance balance.  She will use the financial town 
meeting numbers to project the 12-13 budget as well.  Utilities and substitute lines are looking good.   
There is still an issue with transportation but she is confident they will end at a net zero.  There was  
an additional student signed up for the nursing Charter School, but it was late in the year.  She will  
have to make an adjustment for next year.  She is hearing the state approved the money for Edu 
Jobs this year, which is federal money.  In the event the state does not fund the revenue next year, 
three jobs will have to be cut. 

f. Approval of Field Trip Requests 
Lizzie Borden Museum; April 26, 2012; with Mrs. Pereira for forensic science class 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mystic Seaport, May 10, 2012, Ms. Cahill, Mr. Larkin and Mr. Drolet 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Grade 1 from Central Elementary; May 31, 2012 to Southwick Wild Animal Farm 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur. 
 
Washington, D.C., June 17-22, 2012; Close Up with Mrs. Small 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

III. Personnel Recommendations 

 
Retirement   

 a.  Betty Valatka   From:  Teacher Assistant – Lonsdale Elementary 
      19 Franklin St.   Effective: June 2012 
      Lincoln, RI 02865 

Superintendent Fortunato presented this recommendation with regret, noting Betty served 25 years in  
Lincoln, recently at Lonsdale Elementary.  She will be invited back in June when retirees are honored.    

      Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
  

 
Resignations 

 a.  Edward Hunt    From:  Baseball Head Coach – High School 
      304 Prospect St.   Effective: March 19, 2012 
      Woonsocket, RI 02895 
       Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 b.  Sean Cavanaugh   From:  Baseball Assistant Coach – High School 
      4 Ashley Drive   Effective: March 19, 2012 
      Lincoln, RI 02865 
      Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 c.  Randy Licciardi   From:  Softball Head Coach – Middle School 
      1563 Lonsdale Ave.   Effective: March 12, 2012 
      Lincoln, RI 02865 
      Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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 d.  George Maris   From:  Boys Lacrosse Assist. Coach – High School 
      9 Jason Drive   Effective: April 3, 2012 
      Lincoln, RI 02865 
      Motion to approve by Roll and Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 
Leaves of Absence 

a. Thomas Pesaturo   From:  Resource – High School 
7 Thomas Drive   Effective: March 20, 2012 (1/2 day) – end of school year 
Lincoln, RI 02865 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by LaFleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0.  
     

 
Long-Term Substitute Appointments 

a.  Joanna Plamondon   To:  LTS Resource – High School 
 10 Mecca St.   Effective: March 21, 2012 – June 2012 
 No. Providence, RI 02904  Salary:  B-8  $17,467.70 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
  

  
Schedule Augmentation 

a. Brian Grant    To:  .2 Industrial Technology – High School 
11 Rita St.    Effective: March 27, 2012 – TBD 

        Warwick, RI 02889   Salary:  B-1  $43.94 per diem  
        (temporary - covering teacher absence)  
        Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 
Coaching Appointments 

 a.   Randy Licciardi   To:  Girls Softball Assistant Coach – High School 
       1563 Lonsdale Ave.   Effective: 2011-2012 Spring Sports Season 
        Lincoln, RI 02865   Salary:  Per contract 
       Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 b.   Christopher Letoile   To:  Boys Lacrosse Assistant Coach – High School 
       12 Lake View Ave.   Effective: 2011-2012 Spring Sports Season 
        Lincoln, RI 02865   Salary:  Per contract (pending RIDE certification) 
       Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
       The Superintendent noted for the recorded that this appointment is pending RIDE certification.  
 
 c.   Corey Martin   To:  Baseball Assistant Coach – High School 
       10 Grandview Ave.   Effective: 2011-2012 Spring Sports Season 
        Lincoln, RI 02865   Salary:  Per contract (pending RIDE certification) 
       Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
       The Superintendent noted for the recorded that this appointment is pending RIDE certification.  
 
 d.  Andrew Hallam    To:  Baseball Head Coach – High School 
      30 Ethan St.     Effective: 2011-2012 Spring Sports Season 
       Warwick, RI 02888   Salary:  Per contract 
 
 e.   Megan Rei     To:  Softball Head Coach – Middle School 
       255 School St.   Effective: 2011-2012 Spring Sports Season 
        Lincoln, RI 02865   Salary:  Per contract 
       Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

a. Support Staff Job Fair Results 
Information Only 
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       IV. Salary Warrants 
  March 8, 2012   $1,228,799.16 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
  March 22, 2012   $1,128,850.45 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
  
       V.   Expense Warrants 
  April 9, 2012  2011-2012 FY $660,548.36 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
      VI. New Business 

a. Home School Request 
- Ms. Christine Reynolds 

 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
  

VII. School Committee Reports  
Superintendent Fortunato commented that she was very impressed with the Student Showcase at Lincoln 
High School.  The teachers and students did an outstanding job!  Mary Anne Roll enjoyed the students 
speaking about their work and thought the literary café was great.  She noted Mr. McNamara had invited 
the Middle School students and their parents. 

 
    VIII. Community Comments – None. 

 
   IX.  Adjourn 

 Motion to approve adjourning at 7:29 PM by Zito.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

   
 
        ____________________________________  ____________________________  
        ELIZABETH ROBSON, CHAIR     DATE 

 


