
 
            OFFICIAL 

January 9, 2012 
LINCOLN SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
 

 
DATE:  December 12, 2011 
PLACE:  Lincoln Middle School 
  152 Jenckes Hill Road 
  Lincoln, RI  02865 
TIME:  7:00 PM – Open Session 
 
 
School Committee Members Present:  Elizabeth Robson, Chair; Kristine Donabedian, John Lafleur, Mary Anne Roll  
Absent:  Julie Zito, Vice Chair; Mary Varr, Clerk, Tracey Cavanaugh  
 
Others Present:  Georgia Fortunato, Superintendent; Eric Banville, Julie Dorsey, Mark Gadbois, Jeannine Magliocco,  
Kevin McNamara, Angelo Mencucci, Lori Miller, Michele Sharpe, Melinda Smith, Maryann Struble, Mark Thompson  
 
 
 Opening Ceremony 

 
Right to be Heard – None. 

 
I. Approval of Minutes 

a. November 14, 2011 Meeting Minutes 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

II. Superintendent’s Report 
a. Citations 

Superintendent Fortunato congratulated Robin Ryan, a third grade teacher at Central Elementary 
School, for being one of the first recipients of the Golden Apple Award.  Chairwoman Robson  
presented Mrs. Ryan with flowers and a certificate of recognition, stating she treats all children the  
way she would want her child to be treated. 
 
Kristine Donabedian read the following names of the Lincoln High School Lions, 2011 Division 2  
North Girls Soccer Championship and State runner up as Mary Anne Roll presented the girls with 
certificates: 
     Sarena Balon, Sara Blackwood, Anne Carroll, Aidan Cullen, Marissa D’Amelio, Jillian  
     DeSimone, Erin Gannon, Kristen Giarusso, Lauren Hervieux, Olivia Maxell, Ashley  
     Moreau, Sarah Oates, Brittany Redding, Paige Snyder, Melissa Sorkin, Elizabeth Young,  
     Megan Young, Head Coach John D’Aloisio, Assistant Coach Christopher Allen. 
 
Mary Anne Roll read the following names of the Lincoln Middle School Girls’ Soccer 2011 
Northern Division Champions as Kristine Donabedian presented the girls with certificates: 
     Samantha Andrews, Christina Bacon, Olivia Brigido, Gabriela Carson, Megan Chatowsky,  
     Lauren Christo, Bethany Denio, Alexandra Fish, Taylor Furtado, Jianna Iaciofano, Maya  
     Lafleur, Allison Leal, Samantha Leal, Leila Loparto, Gianna Marchetti, Elizabeth Mann,  
     Megan McPeak, Allison O’Reilly, Martha Peppes, Christin Redding, Lexi Revis, Victoria  
     Williams, Coach John Lafleur. 
 

b. Lincoln High School Student Update  
Principal McNamara introduced the Co-Captains of the Lincoln High School Girls’ Hockey Team,  
Jean Bray and Tiffany Brousseau.  The students thanked the School Committee and  
Superintendent Fortunato for giving them the opportunity to have the hockey team.  Both girls  
expressed their excitement for the sport. 
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c. Approval of Title I Parent Coordinator Job Description 
Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 

d. Approval of Revised Coach Job Description 
Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 

e. Approval of Coaches’ Handbook 
Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Mary Anne Roll noted how nicely the handbook was done.  The Superintendent commented  
that Principals McNamara and Thompson worked with Mary Ann McComiskey.  It will be  
distributed to the coaches and will be posted on the website. 

f. Grants Update 
Melinda Smith reported they have not received all the grants they applied for, but they keep  
persevering.  She noted some are non-competitive grants given to the school district based on  
a calculation by RIDE, i.e. Title I, II, IDEA and Race to the Top.  The competitive grants they  
have applied for are Perkins, Teaching American History, Champlin, Math & Science Partnership,  
E2T2 Technology, Twenty-first Century After School grants.  They were not successful the first 
year when they applied for the Teaching American History grant, but the Superintendent  
encouraged them to apply the second year and it was awarded.   Smith reported Mr. Mencucci,  
Mr. Gadbois and Mr. McNamara were helpful with the Champlin Foundation grant and put the  
broadcast studio at the high school.  She stated all the academies were very competitive and  
they now have six. 

g. Out of State Field Trip Requests 
Ski trip to Bretton Woods, January 7, 2012 
Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Ski trip to Burke Mountain, East Burke, VT, February 4, 2012 
Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 

h. Approval of 2011-12 Amendment for Budget 
Lori Miller reported UCOA requires breaking out the accounts, so rather than having one  
maintenance line the amount is allotted to such lines as custodial lines, plumbing, etc.  The  
bottom line does not change. 
Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 

i. Financial Report/Charter Schools Update/Edu-Jobs 
Lori Miller stated she is still projecting a zero variance.  December looks to be another warm  
month which helps.  She noted there are no glaring variances in the 2012 lines.    
 

III. Civic Use of Buildings 
a.  Talent America Talent Show, LHS – 2/12/12 

 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

IV. Personnel Recommendations 

 
Retirements 

Superintendent Fortunato noted all the retirements were with regret.  The retirees will be honored at  
a special celebration at the June School Committee meeting. 

 
a. Maureen Powell    From:  Grade 2 – Lonsdale Elementary 
       12 Medbury Road   Effective: June 2012 
       No. Attleboro, MA 02760  
       The Superintendent noted Maureen has been a valuable educator for 23 years. 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
b. Katherine Nenna   From:  Guidance – High School   
       15 Bourne St.    Effective: June 2012 
       Bristol, RI 02809  

The Superintendent noted Katherine has been a talented guidance counselor, a math teacher and  
has been in Lincoln the last 30 years. 

 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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c. Barbara Holt    From:  Grade 4 – Lonsdale Elementary   
       19 Willow Way    Effective: June 2012 
       Lincoln, RI 02865 
 The Superintendent noted Barbara has been an elementary teacher for 23 years.  
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian and Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
d. Jeanette McCaffrey   From:  Grade 1 – Northern Elementary   
       8 Pasquale Drive   Effective: June 2012 
       Cumberland, RI 02864  
 The Superintendent noted Jeanette has been in Lincoln the last 27 years. 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
e. Christine Bell    From:  English – High School 
       1052 Snake Hill Road   Effective: June 2012 
       No. Scituate, RI 02857  
 The Superintendent noted Christine has been in Lincoln the last 25-1/2 years. 
       Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 
f. Susan Cawley    From:  Family & Consumer Science – High School  
       20 Spencers Grant Drive  Effective: June 2012 
       East Greenwich, RI 02818 
 The Superintendent noted Susan has been in Lincoln the last 17 years. 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
  
g. Wayne Brooder    From:  Social Studies – High School 
       142 Christopher Circle   Effective: June 2012 
       Westport, MA 02790 
 The Superintendent noted Wayne has been the Social Studies Department Chair at the High School and  

has been in Lincoln for 20 years. 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
h. John Menna    From:  Resource – High School 
       160 Natick Ave.    Effective: June 2012 
       Cranston, RI 02921 
 The Superintendent noted John has been a special educator the last 25 years. 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
   
i. Edward Hunt    From:  Guidance – High School 
       304 Prospect St.   Effective: June 2012 
       Woonsocket, RI 02895 
 The Superintendent noted Edward has been a special educator at the Middle School and Lincoln 
 High School for the last 32 years. 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
j. Michael Sullivan   From:  Resource – High School 
       87 Old River Road   Effective: June 2012 
       Lincoln, RI 02865 
 The Superintendent noted Michael has been a special educator at the high school the  

last 26 years. 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
k. James Dempsey   From:  Special Education – High School 
       9 Conch Road    Effective: June 2012 
       Narragansett, RI 02882 

The Superintendent noted James has been a special educator and has served as the department  
head.  He has been in Lincoln the last 17 years. 

 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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l. Pam Azar    From:  Grade Six – Social Studies 
       1069 Great Road   Effective: March 1, 2011 
 Lincoln, RI 02865  
 The Superintendent Pam has been in Lincoln eight years. 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Superintendent Fortunato commented this will be impacting the school district with these valuable educators 
leaving at the end of the school year.  She repeated they will be honored at the school committee meeting in 
June. 
 

 
Teacher Appointments 

a.  Mary McGuinn    To:  Professional Development Facilitator –           
48 Maple Ave.                     Title III Consortium (grant funded) 

               Narragansett, RI 02882   Effective: 2011-2012 school year 
       Salary:  $50/hour for total of 50 hours ($2,500.00) 

 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
  

 
Support Staff Appointments 

        a.   Safia Diaz    To:  Secretary I – Business Office 
                          7 Finne Road     Effective: December 19, 2011 
                          Johnston, RI 02919   Salary:  $16.74/hour 

      Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

a.  Custodian Job Fair Results  
Information Only 

 
V. Awarding of Bid 

a.  Architectural Engineering Services Library Media Centers 
Lori Miller explained that Michael Babbitt is the Budget Board’s representative to the Technology 
Committee and has an extensive background in construction and bidding.  He and Angelo Mencucci 
analyzed the bids with Miller.  Phase I was for how they would gather the information for what they 
needed and how they would wire and put drops in.   Phase II was preparing a bid to solicit companies to 
do the wiring to prepare the schools to go wireless.  Bids were as follows: 
 
        RGB      $30,300 
        Vanderweil         39,400 
        WB Engineering/Consultants         48,300 
        The Skyline Group, Inc.       64,830 
 
Miller reported the two low bidders had very different approaches.  Vanderweil is a company with 
worldwide experience in this kind of work.  RGB is an architectural firm working with an engineering 
company with local experience in this kind of work.  Vanderweil was recommended as the lowest 
responsive and responsible bidder based on their experiences with the K-12 environment.  Motion to 
approve Vanderweil for $39,400 by Lafleur.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Miller explained this would be part of capital and submitted for reimbursement.  The Superintendent  
stated this will be part of the 2012-2013 budget so it can be part of the deliberations with the Budget 
Board and the technology plan can be forwarded to the board.       
  

VI.  Salary Warrants 
      November 3, 2011    $1,141,773.77 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
      November 17, 2011    $1,155,229.12 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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      November 23, 2011    $121,234.38 
 Motion by Donabedian.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

VII.  Expense Warrants 
      November 23, 2011  2011-2012 FY  $1,179,445.47 
 Motion to approve by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
   

IX.    New Business 
 a.  Second Reading Social Media Policy 
      Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Lafleur.  All in favor.  Motion carried 4-0. 
  
X. School Committee Reports 

Kristine Donabedian reported the Charter School subcommittee met December 5th.  Other committee 
members are Roll, Varr and Cavanaugh.  They all agreed that parents deserve choices in  
public education, but the objective would be to establish a forum to evaluate the impact of charter  
schools on the district whether financial or otherwise.  The next meeting will be January 5th.   
 
Mary Anne Roll reported attending the RIASC presentation Saturday on BEP and the Portsmouth case.   
There was a presentation by Dave Abbott on No Child Left Behind and a woman from Burrillville who  
talked about the education of the whole child.    

 
XI. Community Comments 

Mary Ann McComiskey thanked the committee for reporting on the surprising amount of money, not  
just from taxpayers, but from outside sources needed to run programs.  She also commented on the  
loss of so many talented teachers with the number retiring.  She thanked them and wished them the best. 

 
XII. Adjourn 

Motion to adjourn at 7:53 PM by Lafleur.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
       
 
 

____________________________________  ____________________________  
MARY VARR, CLERK      DATE 

  


