
         OFFICIAL 
May 17, 2010 

 
 

LINCOLN SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 

MINUTES 
 
 

DATE:  April 12, 2010 
PLACE:  Lincoln Middle School 
  152 Jenckes Hill Road 
  Lincoln, RI  02865 
TIME:  7:00 PM – Open Session 

 
 

School Committee Members Present:  Elizabeth Robson, Chair; Kristine Donabedian, Vice Chair; Mary Varr, Clerk; 
Richard Battistoni, Tracey Cavanaugh, Mary Anne Roll, Julie Zito 
  
Others Present:  Georgia Fortunato, Superintendent; Eric Banville, Linda Cliff, Mark Gadbois, Margaret Knowlton, 
Monique Latessa, Bruce Macksoud, Jeannine Magliocco, Kevin McNamara, Angelo Mencucci, William Skitt, Melinda 
Smith; Attorney Benjamin Scungio 
 

 
 

Opening Ceremony 
 

Chair to report out any votes taken in Executive Session:  Receive motion by committee member to seal 
Executive Session Minutes pursuant to applicable provisions of RIGL 42-46-(4)&(5) 
The Chair reported there were no votes taken in Executive Session.  Motion to seal the Executive Session 
minutes by Zito.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 
Right to be Heard – None. 

 
I.       Approval of Minutes 

a. March 15, 2010 Executive Session 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 

b. March 15, 2010 Monthly Meeting 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 
II. Correspondence 

The Chair reported a letter was received from Miss Doherty, Middle School Library Reading Specialist requesting 
the committee reconsider eliminating the Middle School Library secretary.  The Chair explained they eliminated 
the position last year but were able to fund it for one more year only through ARRA funds.  She further explained 
sometimes non-certified staff has to be eliminated even though there were concessions by non-certified staff last 
year. 

 
III. Superintendent’s Report 

a. Citations 
Superintendent Fortunato reported four students won awards from the Department of Communication at 
the American International College in Springfield, MA and the winners were announced by the Scholastic 
Press Award on March 10th.  Zito read the names and Mr. McNamara will present the awards at school 
tomorrow. 
 
The Superintendent announced the 11th grade students for their media ads on sexual harassment and the 
two groups were recognized by the Attorney General.  She noted the commercial will be airing on Fox 
Providence.  Roll announced all the students and presented those present with citations.  The commercial 
was shown.   

b. Lincoln High School Student Update   
Principal McNamara introduced Marissa Walsh and Lindsey Pontbriand who participated in the Respect 
Program, a day long program at Lincoln High School.  It dealt with school climates and culture and has an 
anti-bullying focus.  Marissa spoke about it being a hands on activity and they learned the proper way to 
hug.   They participated in crossing the line activities.  Lindsey talked about the impact the experience 
had on the participants and that it showed everyone needs to show respect. 
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c. Financial Report/Charter Schools Update 
Superintendent Fortunato reported they are close to the budget.  The substitute line will be spent by the 
end of the year.  H1N1 contributed to that and then the floods.  The medical projection is on target.  
Unemployment will be spent.  There is no change in the Charter School line.  Utilities look good.  The 
supplemental budget could be cut by $175,000.  She noted the Budget Board voted to level fund the 
school department. 

d. Approval of Out of State Field Trip Requests 
April 27, 2010; High School to Auburn High School for Freshman Leadership seminar.  Motion to approve 
by Zito.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion to approve 7-0. 
 
April 30, 2010; Boston University; Journalism class for the New England Press Association Conference.  
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

IV. Civic Use of Buildings 
a. Cumberland Recreation/Children’s Dance Program Recital – 5/1/10 – LHS 

Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
b. Lincoln Sports Camps – Summer 2010 – Various Dates – LHS 

Motion to approve by Cavanaugh.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
c. Rhode Island Association of School Principals Summer Conference – 8/2/10 & 8/3/10 – LMS 

Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor  Motion carried 7-0. 
d. Theresa Landry’s School of Dance – Rehearsal and Recital – 6/5/10 & 6/13/10 - LMS  

Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
  

V. Personnel Recommendations 

 
Principal Appointments 

 a.   Alan Tenreiro   To:  Principal, Lincoln Middle School  
      Effective: July 1, 2010 
       Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0.       

Superintendent Fortunato introduced Mr. Tenreiro who commented that he was looking forward to        
working with everyone. 

     
      The following is for information only.   
 b.  Margaret Knowlton   To:  Principal, Northern Elementary School 
      264 Round Top Road  Effective: July 1, 2010 
      Harrisville, RI 02830      
 
 c.  Monique Latessa   To:  Principal, Saylesville Elementary School 
      108 Kickemuit Avenue   Effective: July 1, 2010 
       Bristol, RI 02809       
 
 d.  Linda Cliff    To:  Assistant Principal, Northern Elementary School 
      20 Cold Spring Drive   Effective: July 1, 2010 
      West Warwick, RI 02893      

 

 
Retirement 

  a.   Linda Silva    From:  Business Teacher – High School  
50 David Street   Effective: June 2010 
Cumberland, RI 02864      
Superintendent Fortunato presented with regret, noting Mrs. Silva had put FBLA on the map in RI.  Motion to 
approve with regret by Roll.  Seconded with regret by Zito.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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Leave of Absence Requests
 

  

a. Rita McCann   From:  Grade 6 – Middle School 
650 East Greenwich Ave.  Effective: 3/26/10 – 4/1/10 
Building 5-206     Medical Leave (Extension) 
West Warwick, RI 02893 
Motion by Zito.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

b. Thomas Pesaturo   From:  Resource – High School 
7 Thomas Drive   Effective: 5/27/10 – End of School Year 
Lincoln, RI 02865     Medical Leave (Extension) 
Motion to approve by Roll.  Seconded by Zito.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

c. Karen Crowell   From:  Kindergarten – NELC/Fairlawn 
19 Ash Street   Effective: 3/29/10 – 3/31/10  
Riverside, RI 02915     Medical/Maternity (Extension) 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

a. Karen Recene   To:  LTS – Grade 6 – Middle School 
Long-Term Sub Appointments 

75 Austin Street   From:  3/26/10 – 4/1/10 (Extension) 
Wakefield, RI 02879  Salary:  B-3  $1,224.12 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Varr and Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

b. Kristen Connell   To:  LTS – Resource – High School 
16 White Court   Effective: 5/27/10 – End of School Year (Extension) 
North Providence, RI 02911  Salary:  B-1  $3,014.85 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

c. Marianne Byington   To:  LTS Kindergarten – NELC/Fairlawn 
5 Morning Way   Effective: 3/29/10 – 3/31/10 (Extension) 
Cumberland, RI 02864  Salary:  B-10  $1,197.64 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

   VI.     Salary Warrants 
      March 4, 2010  $125,732.17 
 Motion to approve by Zito. Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
      March 11, 2010  $1,161,717.60 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Cavanaugh.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
      March 25, 2010  $1,174,349.55 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Varr.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
   VII.    Expense Warrants 
      April 12, 2010     09-10 FY $961,340.65 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
    VIII.  Old Business – None. 
 
     IX. New Business 
 a.  Acceptable Use Policy Amendment – First Reading 
      Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Cavanaugh and Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 b.  Educator Code of Professional Responsibility Policy  – First Reading 
      Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 

Superintendent Fortunato explained this is the Commissioner’s policy and they have already approved      
Lincoln’s policy. 

 c.  ELL Policy – First Reading 
      Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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X. School Committee Reports 
Mary Anne Roll reported visiting the Lincoln High School Expo and noticed the wonderful energy and enjoyed 
seeing the students’ work.  Betty Robson reported she and Tracey Cavanaugh had attended the ceremony at the 
Family Literacy Center and said it was a beautiful. 

 
     XI. Community Comments 

Stephen Carvalho of Saylesville stated he was shaken about the principals and he is extremely concerned, asking 
for a forum to be put together.  John Zangari spoke about a state law proposing having teacher contracts be 
approved by town councils after the school committees have approved them.  The Chair noted she has contacted 
her representatives.  Mary Anne Roll stated there is nothing stating the general public couldn’t do the same. 

  
Mary Ann Canning-McComiskey welcomed Mr. Tenreiro and wished the best of luck to the new administrators in 
their assignment.   She stated the children will adjust.  She noted regrets on the retirement of Linda Silva.  Susan 
VanderDoes stated she is familiar with educational reform but didn’t see disrupting functional communities on the 
list of them.  The Chair congratulated Mr. Tenreiro on his appointment.  She stated she is excited about the 
movement within the community, noting that Superintendent Fortunato has proven herself at placing the right 
people at the right place.  John Begin spoke about the RI Soccer Club and they have requested to use various 
fields but they were told the certificate of insurance is inadequate.  It was explained they need a two million dollar 
liability policy.  Superintendent Fortunato asked him to contact her office on Tuesday. 
 

  XII.  Adjourn 
 Motion to adjourn at 7:59 p.m. by Battistoni.  Seconded by Zito.  All in favor.  Motion carried 7-0.  
  
 

 
 
    ______________________________________   ____________________________   
     MARY VARR, CLERK                   DATE 
 

 
 

 


